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vurteous Reader, 
Nereaſon which 
moved me to*® 
®—- Write and Priat: 
1s Little Book, was, 
xecaule, though there: 
re many Excellent 
Heart = atiecting Diſ- 
;ourſes in the World. 
that tends to Convert 
Fne Sinner; yet Thad a 
delire to try this fim- 
ple Method of mine: 
A 2 Where- 


Tho the Reader. | 
Wherefore I mak ! 
bold tb»: to Invite and 1 
Encourage the Wor) 
to come to Chriſt fo; 
Lite. 

[ have been Vile 
Jelf, but have obtainec 
Mercy, and*I would 
have my Companion! 
in din partake of Mer- 
Cy too, and therefore 
I have writ this Littlg 
Book, 


The Nation doth 
{warm with Vile On 
now, 4S ever it did incd 
it was a Nation. - My, 


Little 


| . To the Reader. 
nak(| Little Book in Tome 
and places can ficarce go 
Yori from Houle to Houle, 
foi but 'twill find a {uita- 
' bleSubject to ſpend it 
> my {elf upon. Now fince 
1ec Chriſt Feſms 18 willing to 
ul fave the Vileſt, why 
»n! ſhould they. not by 
ers Name be ſomewhatac- 
YTre quainted with it, and 
tl bid come tohim under 
that Name? , 
A great Sinner, when 
» Converted, ſeems a 
| booty to JeſwChrift ;he 
gets by ſaving ſuch an 
3TP A 3. | Ok; 


. 


To the 


Reader. 


one; why then ſhould : 


both Feſws loſe his Glo= 


ry, and the Sinner loſe - 
his Soul at once, and 


that for want of an In- 
Vitation ? 


Ihave found through 


God'sgrace, good ſuc- 
ceſs in Preaching upon: 
this Subject, and perhaps 


1 
I 
c 
| 


lo Imay, by my wri- ' 


ting upon it too. 1 have; 
as you ſee, let down this 
Net for a draught, the 
Lord catch ſome great 


| Fiſhes by ir, for the 


magnifying of his 
ik Truth. 


| 


| 


. To the Render. 


Truth. There are lome. 


molt Vile in all. Mens: 


eyes,and ſomeare ſo in 
; their own eyes too ; but: 


{ome have their Paint=- 
ings to ſhrond their 
vileneſsunder,yetthey 
are naked. and. open: 
unto the eyes of him 
with whom we have to: 


' do: And for all theſe, 


God hath ſent a Savi=- 
our Feſws: and to all. 
theſe the Door 1is.0- 
pened. 

Wherefore prethee,. 
Profane Man, give this. 
A4 little 


. To the Reader, 
little Book rhe read= | 
ing. Come; Pardon, 
and a part in Heaven 


and Glory, cannot be 


hurtful to thee. - Let 


.notthy Luſts and Fol- 


ly drive thee beyond 
the door of Mercy, 
{fince it isnotlockt nor 
bolted up againlt thee. 
Manaſfebwas a bad Mim, : 
and Magdalen a bad = 
mm: To lay nothing 
of the Thief upon the 
Croſs, or of the murderers 
of Chriſt ; yet they ob- 
tained mercy; Chriſt wil- 
| lingly 


qt + To the Reader. , 
 [Iingly received them. 

n, And doſt thou think 
eN that thoſe once 10 bad, 
>e | now they are in Heaven, 
et repent them there, becauſe 
= they left their ſins for - 
d Chrit when they were 
» intheworld? TI cannotbe- 
r  lieve but that-thou thinkeſt 

- they have verily got 

, * the bef on't. Why Sin- 

- | ner, do. thou likewiſe: 
Chriſt -at He.tven Gates, 
lays tothee, come hither ; 
and the Devil at the gates 
of '-Hell does call thee 
tocome to him,” Sinner, what 


faycit 


To the Reader. 


. fayelt thou ? Whether: 


wilt thou go? Don't go | 
into the F re, there thou: ' 
wilt be barred! Don't 
let Feſus lole-his longing, 
fince 'tis for thy Salvati-. 
on ; but. come to him and live. 
One word moreand 
to] have done.. Sinner, 


' Here thou dolt hear of. 


Love,prethee don't pro=. 
woke 1t, by turning it inta, | 
wantonnueſs, He that dies. | 
tor /lighting Love, finks 
deepeſt into Hell, and will 
there be tormented by the. 
remembrance Of that evil, 
19000) (IN 


1 " To the- Reader. , : 
1er-/ more than by the _— 
9O | eſt cogitation of all ttisother- 
bout; ſens. Take-beed there-. 
a't fore, do not make Love- 
7g, thyT ormenter, Sinner. 


Farewell. 
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GOOD NEWS 

— For the Vileſt of Men. 


O R,> 
A Help jc "Pairing Souls. 
} 
do, BY - 
Lulk< xxX1v. 47. 
:h Beginning at Feruf, tem, 
I 


| i I wholc Diſl (Ma. 3 jt uns thns 
ad thet reprint ance &na 7 emiſſh- 
on of Sins ſhould. be preached in 
| t 1 Ame A74971 'Z 41 [{{ ay ations, beginning ar 
Fern; tem. 
{ The Words were ſpoken by Chriſt, 
afrer he roſe from the Dead, and they 
are here rehearſed af.er an Hiſtorical 
manner, but do contain in them a formal 
Commiſſion, with a ſpecial Claxſe there- 
in; The Commiſſion is, as «you ſee, for 
the 


£ -*Good News 

2 Preaching of the Geſpel, and is'v« 
ry 'ciſtinitly incerted in the Holy R#Þ 
cord by Matthew and Mark, Go teal 
all Nations, ©c. Go ye into all the WorlÞ1 
and pron the Goſpt! tito every Creature}, 
Att, 28.19. Mirk 16.15, Only thi 


Clauſe 1s in ſpecial mentioned by-Lukez 


who ith, That as Chriſt would have- 
the Doctrine of Repentance and RemiſJt 
{ion of Sins preached in his Name among}! 

21|Nations, ſo he would have the Peo-2 
plc of Feruſalem to have the firſt proffery: 
riereot. Preach it, ſaith Chriſt, iz all} 
Nations : but begin at Feruſalem, 

The Apoſtles then, though they had 
a Commillion ſo large as to give them * 
Warranc to go and preach the Goſpel x 
in all the World, yet by this Clauſe they 
were limitted, 2s to the beginning of 
their Miniſtry : /They were to begin ta 
Work at FeruſMew, Beginning at Jeri 
falem, 

Before I precced to an Obſe dy up-| 
On tic Words, I I muſt (but briefly) | 
touch upon two Things : Namely, 

I, Shew you L Wil t Fernie now Was. 

2. Shew you wht it was to preach the 

Gotpel r9 thc en. 

For ihe firſt, Zernſal;m 1s tobe confi- 

dercd of, eitncgy 


:. With 


foz the'Uileſt of Men. 3 
d is've 1. With reſpect to the deſcent of her 
ly Re People : Or, 
'o teach 2. Wirth reſpe@ to her Preference 
eWorlknd Exaltation « Or, 
eatureX 3. With reſpect to her preſent State, 
ly this to her Decays. 
Luke) Firſt, As to her deſcent : She was from 
| have Abraham, the Sons of Facob, a People 
\emiſſthat God ſingled out from the reſt of the 
ImongJNations to ſet his love upon them. 
2 Peo-$... Secondly, As to her Preference, or 
coffers Exaltation » ſhe was the place of Gods 
ir all Worſhip, and that which had in; and 
. 2? with her, the ſpecial Tokens and Signs 
' had of Gods favour and preſence, above any 
them | other People in the World. Hence the 
ſpel | Tribes went up to Feruſ:lem to Wor- 
they y ſhip, there was Gods houſe, Gods high 
7 Ofj Prieſt, Gods Sacrifices accepted , nd 
this} Gods Eye, and Gods Heart perpetually, 
Pſal.76.1,2. Pſal. 122+ 1, 2:35445,627,8» 
F 1 King.9.3, But 
up- Thirdly, We are to conſider Jeruſalem 
ly) | alſo in ter Decays, for as ſhe is ſo con» 
ſidered, ſhe is the proper objeCt of our 
as. 4 Text, as will be further ſhewed by and, 
ne | by. 
Feruſalemy as I told you ,. was the 
{i- | placeandſeat of Gods Worlkip, but mow 
decayed, degenerate, and apoſtatized. 
. B 2 The 


4 Good News 


The Word, the _- of Worſhip, wi 
rejected of them, and in its place the 
had put and ſe © their own Tradition 
They had rejected alſo the moſt weight$; 
Ordinances, and put in the room there 
of - their own little things, ( Arr. 151 
LAark 7.) Fernſalem was therefore no 
greatly do ktaden, and become th 
piace where Truth and true Religion wa 
much defaced. | 

t was 2lſo now become the very ſi nk 
of Sin, and ſeat of Hypocriſie, and gult|, 
where true Religion was drowned. Here! 

alſo now reigned Preſumption , and! 

oroundleſs Confhdence in God, which is 
the bane of Souls. Amonglt 1:s Rulers, 
Doctors, and Leaders, Envy, Malice, : 
and Blaſphemy ventcd it ſelf againſt; 
the Power of Godlincſs, in all places, 
where it was eſpied : As alſo againft the | 
Promoters of it; yea, their Lord and! 
Maker conld not eſcape them. 

In a Word, Ters/alem was now be-: 
come the Shambles s, the very Slaughter- 
inop for Saints. This was the place 
wherein the Prophets, Chriſt, and his 
People, were moſt horribly p:rſecuted 
and murdered. Yea, ſo hardened at 
#15 time was this Jeruſalem 1n her Sins, 
tnztShe feared not to commit the b) ggeſt, 
all 


wy 


fo the Uileſt of Men, «5 


Ld 
d to bind her ſelf by Wiſh ander the 
ilt and damning evil of it; Sayingzwhen 
e had murdered the Son 'of God, Hs 
tood be pon 14 and our Children. 
1 there And though Jeſus Chriſt did both by 
"tt. 15Hof@rine, Miracles, and Holineſs of life, 
Te NOWeek to put a ftop to their Villanies yer 
NC thFhey ſhut their eyes, ſtopt their ears, and 
ON WaFeſted not , till as was-hinted before, 
they had driven him out of the World. 
'} linkYea, that they might, if poſlible, have 
q BUlffextinguiſhed his Name, and exploded his 
Herelmodtrine out of the World, they a- 
, and\p2inſt all argument » and in deſpite of 
ich is) Heaven, its mighty hand, and undeni- 
ulers, {able proof of his Reſurrection , did 
lice, / hire Souldiers to invent a lye, ſaying, 
alrnlt! 715 Diſciples flole him amy from the 
laces | Grave; on purpoſe that men might not 
the | count him the Saviour of the World, nor 
and | tryſt in him for Remiſſion of Sins. 

' They were, ſaith P-u/, contrary to all 
be- | men: For they did not only ſhut up the 
i- | door of Life 2gainſt themſelves, but for- 
ace | bad that ic ſhould be opened' to any elſe. 
his | Forbidding us, faith hey fo preach to the 
Gentiles, that they might be ſavea, to full up 
ar their ſin alway, Mait.2.343 I. coap. I5.7,5,9- 
NS, | Mar.7.6,7.8 Matt.3.7,8.9. Joh. 8.33,41- 
It | Aut. 27.18, Mar.3.30. Lu%,2.65.MMatt.23« 


a9 
2 j* 


ace the 
ditions 
weight , 


IJ 


Eood News ; 
7. Luk. 13.3334 Ic 2. 22, 23, cha! 
4,10. Matt.27.25. chap.20: 113121314 
15. 1 Th.2, 14:15, 16. 
- This is the City, ard theſe are the Pedpu 
ple # JR theit Character, and the {2 
are their Sins. Nor can there be pro 
duccd their parallel in all ts WorldyO 
Nay, what World ! mat People ! whaiy® 
Nation, for Sin,- and Tranſgreſfſiong* 
could, or can be comparcd to Fernuſalem MP 
Eſpecially if you join to the matter of: 
fa&,the Light thy ſinned againſt; andthe p 
Patience whith they abuſed. Infinite was 
the Wickednelſs upon this 4ccount which ft 
they committed. | 
After all their abuſings of Wiſe. Men, + 
ard Propiets, God ſent unto them Fehr * 
Haptiſt , to reduce them , and. then his 
Son to redeem them ; but they would be 
neither reduccd nor redeemed, but per- 
iecuted both to the Death. Nor aid | 
they, as I ſaid, cop here, the Holy A: 
poſtles they afterwards nerſ: cutcd alſo 
to death, even lo many as they could, 
the reſt they drove from them unto the | 
utmoſt Corners. __ 
Secondly, I come now to ſhew. you 
what it was to preach the Goſpel to 
them. It was, faith Zuke, to preach to 
them Kepentance ana remiſſion of Sins in 
C| r;3ts 


6 


if | 
4 


fo the Utlelt or 2Pen. 


23, chaſpriits Name. Or as Mark, has it, to. 
2:13,14 them repent and believe the Goſpel, 


/ar. 1. 15. Not thit Repentance is a 
the Pepuſe . off Remiſſion , but a ſign of our' 
nd theſfrarty \ reception hereof. Repentarce 
'e proÞ therctore here put to intimate, that. 
orldgo pretended Faith of the: Goſpel, is 
' Thajgoo%, that is not accompanied with it. 
reſion ind this he doth on  urpolt cauſe 
[alem me wonld not haye them deceive them- 
ter off:lves ; For with what Faith can he cx> 
pdthe Þ* & remiſſion of Sins in the Nameeof 
. Was gC ariſt ,, that 1s not heartily ſorry for 
yhich them ? Or how ſ94!] a man be able to give 
to others a {- LISfaCtory account of his 
Me Ny unſeigned ſu' Jeet 5n tothe Golpel, cnat 
Joh yet abides | in his imp2nitency 
his * Wherefore Repcntance 13 here joiged 
| be / with Faith in the way of receiving t@, 
er- j Goſpel. Faith is that without vhicih 
1d Þ it cannot b: receiveq/er al: And Repens+ 
Az ® tance that without w 1!ch 1t cannot. he re- 
lo 1 ceived wrfe ignealy. When therefore Chrift 
d, | ſays, he would have Repentance and 
ie | Remiſſion of Sins preached in his Name 
| among all Nati j0ns ; 15 1S as mucn as tO 
q | {ay 1 w.ll that all men every where be 
) ſorry for their ſins, ang accept of mercy 
} &t Gods hand thoro! V 777 , Ii they fall [7 { 
der bss wrath in the Lt For as 1 
B 4 L ſaid | 


P, 


$ : Good News 
I aid, without Repentance, what preÞ" 

ence ſoever men have of Faith » thef? 
cannot eſcape the wrath to come. Where 
forg Put faith, God commands all maf< 
eVEery where to rEeperit et (in order to their al 
Salvation.) becauſe he hath appointed a days" 
3n the which he will Jude the Werld 1 

Righteouſneſs by =o :t man whom he hath 
ordained, Alts 17. 3 x 

And now tocome to this Clauſe, Be-3 
ginnmg at Jeruſalem : That is, that Chritt :* 
would have Fcrnu/ilem have the firſt ot- 
fer of the Goſpel. | 

1. This cannot be ſo commanded, 
becauſe they had now any more right | 
of themlelves thereto than had any of 
the. Nations of the World ; for their 
Sits had Civeſted them of all "ſelf. deſcr- 
vittzs. 

2. Nor yet, becauſe they ſtood pon 
the advance-nrot: 'A with the worſt of the 
Sinners. of 'the Nations. Nay, rather 
the Sinners of the Nations had the ad- 
VAL'CE-TY Ou7 A of them. For Fernſalem 
was long, before ſhe h:d added this 1ni- 
quity to her ſin, worie then the very 
Nations that God caſt out before the 
Rs of 1ſracl,*2 Chron, 33. 
| I: muſt therefore follow that this 
Clasſe, Bevin at Jeruſalem, was put into 
this 


fo: the Uileſt of St 
hat preſpis Commiſſion of meer Grace afd Com- 
N» thefaſſion ; Even from the over-flowings. of 
Whereſe bowels of Mercy. For indeed they 
all mere the worſt, and foin the moſt deplo- 
fo theiſable condition of any People uncer the 
*d a dayfieavens, 
14 ix Whatever therefore their relation 
ve hath was to Abraham, Iſaac, or Facob, hows 
ever they formerly had been the People 
» Be.Jamong whom God had placed his Naze, 
Chriſt land Worſhip;, they were now degenerated 
lt of. ifrom God, more than the Natvwons 
- ]were from their Idols, and were be- 
ded, | come guilty of the higheſt Sins which the 
ight | People of the World were. capable of 
7 of | committing, Nay , none can be capa» 
heir © He of commiiting of ſuch pardonable 
ſcr= fins as they committed againſt their God, 
when they ſlew his Son, and perſecuted 
on , his Name and Word. 


he | From theſe words therefore, thus ex- 
er plained, we gain this Obſervation 3 
— 1hat feſws Chriſt weull have mercy 


771 offered in the- firſk place to the biggeſt 
- f Sinners. 
'4 | That theſe: Teruſalem-Sinners were the 
> | biggeſt ſinners that ever were In the 
world, I think none will deny, that be. 
lievcs that Chrift was the beſt Man thar 
ever was in the world, and allo was their 
B 3 Lord: 
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Lord God. And that they were to havqho 

the firſt off cr 6f bis graces the Text iJhe 
25 Clear as the Sun, for It ſaith, Begin athis 
Jeruſalem, Preach,faith he, Repentance anal 
remiſſion of ſins to the Jeruſalem -ſinrers ; ton 
the © eruſl2m- ſinners 1n the firit place. wil 

One would a-thought , ſince the Je- hc 
r1nſalem = ſinners were the worſt, and 7; 
ercateſt Sinners, Chriſt's preateſt ene- fc 
mies and thoſe that not only deſpiſcd his ;c: 
Perſon » Doctrine, and Miracles , but \t 
thatka little before had had their hands -* 
up to th? elbows In Þis Heart-blood, 9: 
Th it be ſhould rather have ſaid, Go 1n- | 
to ail the World and preach Repentance 
and renuſſion of ſins among all Natjons ; 
and af:er that,offer the ſame t0Jcruſalem. 
Yea, 1t had bcen infinite grace, if Head 
faid io. But what grace is th? 'S ? or what 
Nam? ſhall we give it, when tie com- 

141ds that this repentance ard remiſſion 
of ſins, which 1s deſigned to be preached 
#1 all Nations, ſhould {ir{t be offered to 
Fereſalem, in tne firſt Pace to tag worlt 
of ftaners : ! 

Nor was this the firſt time that the 
gr:Ce Which was ja the heaurr cd Chriſt, 
;h144 ſhewed ir = to the World. For 
while he was y*? al:v:, cyea while {12 was 
yet in Jeruſalem, and perceived even a- 
mong 


02 the Uilelt or Pet. T1 
to hay ong theſe Jernſal:m-ſinners, which wes 
ext iFhe moſt vile amongſt them ;, he ſtill in 
Begin aſpis preaching did fignifie that he had a 
"ce endfioſice that the worſt of theſe worlt ſhovid 
*7s; ton the ir place come unto him. The 
#0. MFvkich he heweth where he ſaith to the 
he Je-Yerter fort of them » The Publicans and 
* and }{:r lbts enter tito the Kingdom of G28 be- 
, ENC-Ifor2 you, Matt. 21-31. Alſo when he 
<dhis {compared Fernſ«lem with the Sinners of 
» but "the INations, then he commands that the 
iands Terufalem-ſiancrs ſhould have the Godpel 
00d, Jt preſent confined to them, ©o wor, 
 IN- *{;ith he, to the way of the Gentiles, .and 
ance | ;:tg.dny of the Ciries of the Samaritans en" 
NS; ter ye not : but go rather to the loſt ſheep 
[*m. ef the houſe of Iſracl, Matt.10-5.6. cap. 
1d - 23,37, But go rather to them, for they 
were in the mot fee rivl plizhe, 

Theſe therefore: muſt have the Cream 
of the Goſpel, namely. the firſt «fer 
thercof in his Lifz-time : Yea, when he 
departed ou: of the World, he left this 
az part of his laſt Wjll wich kis Preach- 
ers, nat they alſo ſhould offer 1t fir? to 


| 
PORST © 


| Jeruſelem, He had a: mind, a careful 
7 | mad, as,i. ſeems, to priziledgethe worit 
q of Sinners with the fi:ſt offer of Mercy, 
> an1 to take-from among tem a People to. 
be tie firſt fruits unto God and to the - 
| LIUNbÞ, | T8} 
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The fifteenth of Lhe alſo is famoub 
for this, where the Lord Jcſus takes more} C 
care, as appezrs there by three Parables,? 
for the loſt Sheep, loſt Groat, and the) t 
Prodigzel Son, then for the other Sheep, ? 1 
the other Pence, or for the Son that ſaid ! 
he had never tranſgreſſed. Yea, he 
ſhews that there 1s Joy in Hezven, among 
the —_— of God, at the repentance of. 
ONe S1.3ner, more than over Ninety and” 
nine Juſt Perſons, which need no repen- 
tance, Lk. 15. 

After thts manner therefore the mind 

of Chriſt was {ct on the (Salvation of the 
bigget Sinners in his Life-time. But 
'Joyn tot)! IS, :13:5 Clauſe, which he care- 
inily pit 1ato the Apoſtles Commillion 
to preach, mnhen he departed hence to 
the Fathier 3 and then you. ſh2!l fee that 
his Hoart was vehcmently ſet upon 2t, 
for theſe were part of his. laſt words 
WIG Ol. an, Hed my Goſpel to all Nas 
tions , but ſee that yeu begin PI: Feruſan 
lem 

Nor did the Apoſtles oyct-look this 
Clanſe, when th:ir Lord was gone into: 
Heaven : They went frf# to Cem of Fe- 
r#f.ilem, and preachc d Ciiit's Golſpcl 
toti,em. Ihcy aboge allo thers for a 
tealoa and Lime and preached.it to no 
'bely 


he 
mem 


fo the Uileſt of Wenn, 23 


famougſbody elſe, for they had regatd: to the: 


-S Morey Commandment of their Lord.. 


Ir ables, 


And it is to de obſeryed, namely, that 


Ind the) thefirſt Sermon which theyprezched after- 


Sheep, ) 


the Aſcenſion of Chriſt, it was preach- 


It ſaid! ed to the very worſt of theſe Jeruſalem: 


1'3 he 
Mong 
Ice of : 
/ and” 
PC» 


nind 
' the 
But 


ſinners ; even to thoſe that were the mur- 


derers of Jeſus Chroſt, Acts 2. 23. For 
theſe are- part of the Sermon : Te took. 
him, and by wicked bands have Crucified 
and ſlain him.. Ye, the next Sermon, 
and the next, and alſo the next t6 that, 
was preached to the ſelf-ſame murderers, 
to the end they might be ſaved, Acts 3. 
14,15, 16. chap. 4 10, 11, Chap. 5, 30- 
EnNap. 7. 52. © 

But we will return to tlie firſt Sermon: 
that was preached to theſe Jern/alem- ſins 
ners , by. which will be' manifeſt more 
thah great Grace, if it be duly conſi- 


_ dered- 


For after that Petcy and the reſt of the 
Apoſtles, had in their Exnortation per- 
ſxaded theſe Wreiches to believe that 
they bad killed the Prince of Life, and 


after they had duly fallen nnter the guilt 


of their Murder,ſay ing,/e 4nd Brethreny 
what (+ we da? He replits by 2n. unl- 
verſal Tender to them all in general, con- 
ſidering them as Chriſt-kilters. That if 
g's 
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they were ſ-rry for wit thry had doxe, and) 


eift of the Holy Groft, As 2:37, 33. 
This he ſatd to them all, though he 
knew that they were {2ch knners. Yea, 
he ſaid it without thc 1zaſt tick, or ſtop, 
or pauſe of Spirit, as to whether he had 
beſt to ſay ſo or no. Ney., fo fir'off 
was Peter from making an ObieCtion a- 
eainſt one of them, that by a particulir 
Clauſe in his Exhortation, he endeavours, 
that not one of them may eſcape the S21- 
vation offered. - Repent, ſaich.lie, and b? 
Baptized every one of you, 1 ſhut ont ne- 
wer a onecf you, For I im commanded 
by my Lord, todeal with you, as it were, 
one by one, by the Word of his S2lva- 
tion, But why ſpeaks he ſo particular]y ? 
Oh! therz were reaſons for ir. The 
People with wliom the Apoſtles were 
now to deal, 25tnhey were Murderers,of 
our Lord, :nd to be charged jn the ge- 
neral with his Blood, ſo they had their 
various and particular zQs of Villany in 
tre guilt thereof, now lying upoa their 
Conſcicnces, And the guilt of. theſe 
their varion3 and particuiar acts of wick- 
cdael(s, could rot perhaps, be reached to 
a removal therco!, but by this particul ir 
APPiu- 


would be Baptized for tre Remiſſuu'/ of their bY 


f1rts im kis Name, they lf ld rocegve the {4 


1 


02 THe QUILT £ 
"e5 xd} Application. Repent every ne of yeu 
their be Baptized every one of you;in his Name, 
'7e the © for the remiſſion of Sins; and you ſhall, 
every one of you, receive the gift of the 
81 he Holy Ghoſt. 

Yea, Qbje&. But 7 was one of them that plot- 
ſtop, ied to take amay his Life, May T be ſaved 
* had by him ? 


=» 0 
. 


"of Peter. Fyvery one of you. 

1 g- Obje@.” But I was one of them tnat bare 

11:r falſe Witneſs eoainſi him, Ts there Grace 

Is, for me : - 

21- Peter. For every one of you. 

63 Object. But I was one of them that cr y- 

'O- td out, Crucifie, Crucifie kim; and that 

d deſired that Barabas the Murderer might 

3 live rather than him, What will become of 

= me, think you ? : 

Peter. Tam to preach Repentance and . 

| remiſſion of SInS tO CVETY ONe of yH, 14s 
Perer, 


Obje&. But I was one of them that did 

ſoit in bis face when he ſiood before bis Ace 

| ' Cuſers. 1 alſo was cne that mocked him, 
Then 171 anguiſh be hanged bl:eding 6a the 
tree, Is there room for me £ 

| Peter. For every oac of you, ſays Pe- 

cr. | 

Olje&t. Put I was one of thenfthat in his 
EXFremity ſaid , Give kjm Gall ard } unegar 
; to 


NT + 


26 
p20 drink, why may wot I expelt the ſame the 


when anguiſh ard guilt is Hp0ii me f 
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Petcr. Repent of theſe your wicked- 
neſſes, and here Is remiſſion of ſins for 
every one of you, ; 

Object. But I railed on him, 1 reviled 
him, I hatcd him, 1 rejoyced to ſee him 
mocked at by others, Can there be hopes 
or me * 

Peter, There is for every one of you. 
Repent and be Baptized cvery one of you in 
the Name of Feſus Chriſt, for the remiſſion 
of ſins, and ye fhall yecezve the vift of rhe 
Holy Ghoſt. Ot! what a bleſſed every one 
of you, 1s here!. How willing was Perey 
and the Lord Feſw4, by his Miniſtry, to 


- Catch theſe Murderers with the Word of 


the Goſpel, that they might be made 
monemests of thegrace of God! How 
unwilling, I ſay , was he, that any of 


theſe ſhovid eſcape the nand of Mercy ! _ 


Yea, -what an amazins: wonder is it, to 
think, that above all the world, and a- 
bove every body in it, 7heſe ſhould have 
the firſt offer of Mercy Beginning at Fe- 
ruſaltm. 

But was there not ſomething of mo- 
meitt in thx Clauje of the Commiſſion ? 
Did rot Peter, think you, ſee a grect 


deal in it? that he ſhould zh begin with 


theſe 


ly 
th 


6) 
of 
" 

; 


( 
( 


foz the Uileſt of Men, »7 


Same theſe mens and thus offer, {0 particuler- 


Ckeg- 
's for 


Urled 
 bim 
ho pe s 


/OU, 
H ! 
Lo: 


iv 


—_— 


ly, this Grace to each particular man of 
them ? 

But, zs I told you, This is not all. 
T heſe Feruſalem- ſinners, muſt have this 
offer again and 2gain , Every one of them, 
muſt be offered ir over gnd over. Chriſt 
would not take their firſt rejzCtion for a 
denial; nor their ſecond repulle for a 
denial: But he will have Grace oittred 
once, and twice, and thrice, to theſe Je- 
raſelem fcnuners. Is not this amazing 
Grace! Chriſt will not be put off. 
Theſe are the S:zncrs, that are finners 
indeed, They are Sinners of the biggeſt 
ſort, conſequently ſuch as Chriſt can, if 
they convert and be ſaved, beſt ſerve his 
ends and defigns upon. Of which more 
anon. 

But what a pitch of Grace is this ! 
Chriſt is minded to 2maze the World, 
and to ſkew that he aeth not like the 
Children of men. This is that which he 
ſaid of old, 1 will net execute the fierce- 
ntfs of my wrath, 1 will net retarn to deſtroy 
Ephraim, for I am God and not Man,Hoſ. 
11,9. This is not the manner of Men ;; 
Men are ſhorter winded ; Men are {oon 
moyed to take Vengeance, and to right 
themſclves ina way of Wrath and Indig- 
nations. 


1 Good $2e13 , 
nation: Fut G od ;$ Full of Grace, full 
of Paticnce, ready to forgive; and one 0 
that C lelights in mercy. All this is ſeen; 
in orr Text, | The biggeſt ſinners muſt 
Firſt be offered Mercy. They muſt, Is: 
ſay, have the Cream of the Goſpel offer- D 
ed nnto them. þ 
ut we will a little Procec d. In the 3” 
Third Chapter we find, that they who {4 
eſcape Connie by the firſt Sermon, _ 
are cillcd upon again, to accept of Grace 
and Forgive neſs for thir Mu "der com- 
mitted vpon this Son of God, You 
have Killect 3 yea, you have denyed the 
Holy one £7:5 the Juſt; ana  deferea a fur - 
acrer to bs oranted cats v1. 4 'd billed 
the Prince of Life, Mark k, He aus again 
upon the very Men that actually WEre, as 
you have !t in the Chapters following 
kis very vctrayers and muraertrs, As 5, 
14, 15. As being loth that they ſhould 
eſcape the mercy of Forgivenels, And 
Exhorts them agaia:to repent, that their 
ſens might be blotted our. Ver. 19, 20, 

Again, 11 the Foarth Cinapter, he 
caarges them afreſh with this Murder, 
Ver, 10, But withall tclls them, Salva- 
#407 7s 14 0 other, Thenlike a heaven- 
iy Decoy , he puts himſelf alſo among 
them, to draw them the better under 

\ the 


{oz the Uilett of Wert. 19 
"CO, Fulfte Net of the Goſpel ; ſaying, There 
” d ONehone other Name under Heaven gruen Among 
$ Is leen:en whereby We muſt be ſaved, Ver. 12. 
'S muſt” Jn the Fifth Chapter you find them 
mult, Ifailing-at him, becauſe he _— 
tO olfer- nreaching among them Salvation In th 

T Name of Teſus But he tells Ho 
1 the That that very Teſws whom they had 
' Who "fin and hanged on a Tree, him Ged 
300Nn, © had raiſed up, and exaltcd to be a Prince 
TIICe and a Saviour, to” give Rexentance to 
M-  Jſrad, and Forgiveneſs of Sins, Fer. 293 
You $0, 31. Still inſinuating, that tho they 
he had killed him, and to this day rej:fed 
} him, yet his buſineſs was to beſtow vpon 
ng them » Repentance and Forgiveneſs of 
F119 Gins. 


as 'Tis true, al frer they began to kill a- 
5, fF2ing and whe! nothing but killing 
£ would cobin : = turn; then they that 
q were ſcattered abrozd, went every where 
1 prezching the © W ord. Yet even ſome of 


them ſo ha inkered after the Converſion 
of the 7ews, that they preached the Go- 
{pel ozlytothezm. Alto the Apoſtles ſtill 
made their abode at Jeruſalem, in hopes 
that they might yet let down their Net 
4 for another draught of theſe Jeruſalem- 
| fſrincrs, Neither did Paul and Barnabas, 
Wo wcre the Miniſters of God to the 
| Gentiles, 


ax A Eee _— 
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Gentiles, but offer the Goſpel in the firſt h 
place to thoſe of them that far their! 
wickedreſs were fcattered like Vaga»F,, 
bonds among the Nations. Yea, and"; | 
when they rendered Rebellion and Blaſ\- . 
phemy for their Service and Love ; they 
replyed, /t was neceſſary that the Word of 
Ged ſhcnld fir8 have been ſpoken to them, ) 
AS 1.8. chap. 13, 46, 47. 

Nor was this their preaching unſuc- { 
ceſsful among theſe People : Bur the 
Lord Je/:z5 fo wrought with the Word 
thus ſpoken, that thouſands of them 
came flocking to him for Mercy. Three 
thouſand of them cloſed with him at the 
firſt ;, and afterwards two thouſand more 
for now they were in number about five 
thouſand ; wherezs before Sermons was 
preached to theſe Murderers, the num- 
ber of the Diſciples were not above 4 
hundred and twenty ,, Aits 1.15, chap. 2, 
41. Cbap. 4 4 

Alſo among theſe People that thus 
flocked to him for Mercy, there was 4 
great company of the Prieſts, chap 6, 7. 
Now the Prieſts were they that: were the 
greateſt of theſe biogeſt linners; they 
were the Ringleaders, they were the In- 
ventors and Ringleaders in the miſchief. 
*ETwas they that ſet the People guy 
[ne 


ne firſt 


their 


for the Uileit of Men. =»rx 


he Lord F-/us, and that was*the cauſe 
'hy the UDroar increaſced,ontil Fil4te had 


Vagas given Sentence upon him. The chief 


'$) and 
| Blaſ- 
the 
ord p/ 
hem, 


ſuc- 
the 
ord 
em 
ree 
he 


Pruiests ans, Elders, ſays che: Teſt, per- 
[raves ( the People ) rt mniltii ule, that 
they ſhouls, ak, Barabas, and deſt: oy Fr ſusy 
AL.tt.27 20. And yet; ”*kold, ihe Prielts, 
yea, a y:c4' company of the Pcleſts ve- 
came ovedieit to the Fauh, 

Oh the greatneſs of the Grace of 

Ciriſs ! That he ſhould be chus 1g love 
with the Souls of T-ruſalcr  frmnners ! 
That he ſpould be thus delighted with 
the Salvation of the F<ruſ-:lem ſinners ! 
That he ſhould not only T4 ' chat his Goſ- 
pel ſhould be offered them, but th: iz 
ſhould be offered unto rhem j- - 5 
and before other Siniinis were 2admiitd 
to a hearing. of It; Seger at Jt ce 
lem. 

Was this Do@rino well bchicvcn , 
Where would there be viace for a d3!:7, 
or a fear of the daicnation of the © 
if the Sinner be penicent 5 How Þþac 
life ſocyer he h#3 lived, how many 13» 
ever in number are 1:5 ſins! 

But this Grace 15 1:% irom the eyesvf 
men » the Devil hides it from tiicm ; 
for he knows it is alluring 3 he Knows it 
has an atira&ting Ve;iuc init. For tis 
is 
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FA is it, that above all arguments, can Urawy . 
"oi the Soul to God. k 
I cannoc help it, but muſt let drop! 
anotner Word. The firſt Church, the 
Feruſalem - Church, from whence the 


0) Goſpel wasto be ſent into all the World; : : 
bh; was a Church made up of Feruſ-lem- be 
"hy ners, Theſe great ilar x were here the 


molt ſhining Monuments of the exceed- 

mf ing 2race of God. 

g Thus you ſee, I have proved the Do- 
Ctrine 3 and that, not only by .ſhewing 
you, that this was the practice of the 

j Lord Jeſus Chriſt in his Life-time ; but 

| his laſt Will, when he went up to God 

f ſaying, Begin topreach at Feruſalem. 

h, 1 Yea, it is yer further manifeſted, in 


4 | that when his Miniſters firit began to 
it preach there, he joyned his Power to the 
W| Word, to the Converting of thoulands \ 
« d of = Bertrf yers and Murderers ; and al- | 
Wl |! ſo many of th e Ringleading Priclts, to «8 
LY f tne Faith. 

W* | [ rfory ſhall proceed, and ſhall ſhew you, | 

| | t- [-e Rea ns of the Point, | 


" [, # a - «©. . f AS 7 J Ho ay . , 
p . A 1d [: H 3331 . [GE LI 9) "P- CAT 1 DON 07 
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i the whole. 


1H The Obſervation You Know, Is this 
&@ |}; Ze/1ts Chrift wortld nave mercy offered in the 
# | olace to tre bicoef SIRNCTS), to the 


Ferll« 


1 draw Ter ufalem- Eancr 


fo2 the Unleſt of Men. 23 


© 
; preach Repentance, and 
| remiſſion of ſins, Pk my Name, among all 


- drop! Nations, _—_— r At, Fern; alem 


h, the 
e the 
'orld; 
N= {t;2= 
e the 


eed- 


[2 
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The Real ons of the Point are, 

Firſt, Becauje the biggeſt Sinners have 
oſt need tbereef. He tha 5 ha need, 
Reaſon ſays, ſhould be helped firſt. 
mean, when a helpins hand Is offered, 
and now it is: For che Goſpel of the 
Grace of God is ſent to hsIp the World, 
Ats 16. 9. But the biggeſt ſinner has 
molt need, Therefore in reaſon, when 
Mercy is ſent down from Heaven to men, 
the worſt of men ſhould have the fir/? of- 
fer of It. Begin at Feruſalem, This is 
the reaſon which the Lord Chrift himſelf 
renders, why in his Life- time he left the 
beſt, and turned him to the worſt ; why 
he \»t ſo looſe from the: Righteous, and 
ſtuck Cloſe LO the £ W icked. F be whele, 


Caith he» have no need of the RS ou 
fiC "if. 2 7 Carne 1301 T0 C7 { t þ30 :7hteo; 24 9 
bitt ftutner's "7; VECCITANC C, Mark 2. 19, 16, 
b95 


Te, VOu red, that the Scrives and 
Plari| chS$ {21 T4 r9 [11S Diſch PICs , [tow :5 
: be eatcth nd drinketh with Publi- 
= Sinuers? Alas, tney d1d not 
now the reaſon. | Bat the Lord renders 
£02 002, and ſuci an ORC as 15 DOth na- 


tural 


it th 
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Saying, Theſe hays® | 


tural and*cogent ; 
need, moſk need, Their great neceſſity 
requires that I ſhould be moſt friendly, 
and ſhzw my grace fr/? to them. 


Not that the other were finleſs, and [o * 


had zonecd of a Saviour : But the Pub. 
licans 2nd their companions, were the 
biggeſt ſinners, they. were, as to view, 
worſe than the Scrives, and therefcre in 
reaſon ſhould be helped firſt, becauſe 
they had moſt need of a Saviour, 

Mcn that are at the point to dye, have 
more need of the Pliyſician, then they 
that are but now and then troubled with 
an Heart-fainting-qualm. Tie Publi- 
cans «nd Sinners were as it werc, in the 
mouth of Death, Death was ſxallowing 
of them down ; and therefore the Lord 
F:ſws receives them firit, off:rs them 
mercy firſt. The whol: have no need of the 
Phyſician, but the ſich, 1 came net to call 
the righteous, but ſiaucrs to repentance, 
The Sicx, as 1:14, 1s the biggeſt ftaner, 
whether he ſecs his Diſeaſe or not. He 
is tained from head to foot. from heart 
tO life and converſaiion. - This man 1n 
every mans j1dgment, has the moſt need 
of mercy.. There is nothing attends: 
him from Bed to Board, and from borrd 
to bed again but the vitible Charaters, 


and 


Nr 
In: 


8 
|: 


foz the Uileſt of Men. 25" 


hav® knd obvious ſymptoms of etcrfial dam- 


eſſity nation. 
dly, d 


1d (© *' 


Pubs 


This therefore is the man that 
has necd, moſt need , and thercfore in 
reaſon ſhould be helped 1n the firlt. place. 
Thus *rwas with the Pcople concerncd 
{1n the Text, they were the works of ſn 


the bo ersSs ora gony 7S » ſinners of the 


ew, 
ein 
uſe 


——_—__ 


biggeſt ſizg, and therefore ſuck .as had 
the a. need : Wherefore they muff: 
have mercy offered to them, before It 
be offered any where cle in the World. 
Leg inct Fe ul « lem. efter me CV firſt to a 
foruſe l: wir ſin: 7: This: man has moſt 
pecd, he is fart neſt from God, neareſt 
to Hcll, and fo one that has moſt need, 
This _ he are in zZumber the moſt, in 
cry the loudeſt, in weight the neavreſt, and 
conſe quently will fins him ſooneſt : 

Wheretore he has moſt nzec of mercy. 
This man is {hut vp in Satans hand, faſt- 


* eſt bound in the cords of his ſins 5 one 


cats Hi 


/ 


that Juſtice is whetting his Sword to cut 
cf, :nd therefore has -moſt need, not 
only of mercy, but that I ſlould be cx- 
tended to him in the firſt place, 

But a little further, to ſhew you the 
true nature of this Pezſo1, to wit, 
That Jeſs Chriſt would have mercy offer?d « 
in the first place to the biggeſt ſinncr 7. 


C 


Firſt, 


E——_—_——_— - 


- Good News 


| ME | Fo, Mercy ariſeth from Bowels and 
mat! Compaſſion, from Pity, and from a feel 
#2 ing of the Condition of thoſe in miſery,}1 
4 4n bu Love, ard in his Pity, he ſaveth wil; 
i And again, The Lord i pitiful, very prrin | 
be ful, and of great mercy, la. 63. 9. Jam} 
_; S- 11. 
"i Now where Pity and Compaſſion- is,Þ 


Y; there is Fcarning of Bowels; and where 
te, there is that, there isa re2dincſs to help. 
oh And, I ſay 2gain, The more deplorable# 
þ and dreadful the Contition is, the more? 
WM Girecily doth Bowels and Compaſlion® 

44 tara themſelves to ſuch, and offer heJp ? 


and deliverance. All this flows from 
, our firſt Scripture proof, I came to cal 
7. 4 them that have ned; to call them fir /t, 
4 while the rcit look on, and murmar. 

How fſrall-] eive thee np, Ephraim? E- 
4 pPraim Was a Revolter from God, a inan | 
1 That.had given vP i211; elf oTeviltiſm: Al 
Company or menzthe ten Tribes, tht wor- 
ſaiped Devils, while Jud. b rep: with 1 
God, Put how {l;:l! "I zUCtnce wi © P1T's me? 
tHlow ſhall I ac! joer: of [vn £ 1 it) [/ Fl y 
make AFB as Adina ? For Fro[l7 jet the as 
Leboim ? Cond yer ton art work? rhen 
they ; nor has S.ma71d committed blf thy 
fins, Ezck. 16. 46, 47 75 46 49) $0285 ) 

Ty agg 2s 380146 watt #174 WIC 1 and HY Tee 
| peritings 


- 


fo2 the Uileft of Men. 27 
els and entings are kindled together, Ho. 1.8 
a feel But where do you find that. ever the 
niſery Lord did thus rowl in bis Bowels for, 
th wand after any Self-righteous man ? No, 
Y p1tiF no, they are the Publicans and Harlots, 
Jam} Idolaters and Te rf al: m-furners, for whom 
; his Bowels thus yearn and tumbie abour 
On- 1s) within him. For alas! poor Worms, 
wheref they have moſt need of mercy. 
help. | Had not the good Samaritzy more 
rable# compaſiion for that man that fell among 
more} Thicves, ( though chat fail was occaſion- 
ion? ed by his going trom the place where 
help] they worſlipped 'God, to Jerico, the 
from |! curſed City) than we read he had for 
 £2f | any other beſides? His Wine was for 
firſt," him, bis Oy! was for him, his Bra/t for 
/ him; his Perry, his Care, and his Swad= 
; E- ;18-bands for him 3 for alas, Wretch ! 
mInjz he had moſt nzed, Libs 10, 30,3) T% 
* A} 33: 34 35+ b - 2.323 
rips S«cneus the Po” e723, the chef of the 


hg Public? ” | 'mit 
p- | Pu MIICE2NS - ge that had mage himſelf 


Fs M7 YT 4 IK, ' - 

px | - £5 Ticher by Wronging of others; the 
£ Loid that time fingicth him out from 
yr al! toe 16ſt of ls brother Put licans, 


wy and tha! 11 the face cf many Paariſees;and 
hy” procliimed in the auCicnce cf them all, 
WD, I hat that day S.lvatien was come to his 
houſe, Like 19-1,2 3 45.6;7, 8. 
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22 Good News 


The Woman alſo that had been bound! 


down by Satan for eighteen years toge- 


ther, his compaſlions putting kim upon} 


© 


” 


It, he looſed her, though- thoſe thatÞ” 


ſtood by ſnarled at him for ſo doing} 


Lok, 13.11, 12, 13- 

And why the Woman of Sarepta , and 
why Naaman the Syrian, FONT than Wi- 
dows and Lepers in //7-#e/;, but becauſe 


their conditions were more deplorable, Þ 


( for that ) they weremott forlorn, and 
fartheſt from help, Z#%,4. 25427: 
But I ſay, why all theic, r944 named ? 


k 


| 


ba 


4 
6 


why have we -not a Catalogue of ſome? | 


Holy mcn that were ſo 1n their own eyes, 
and in the judgment of the World? Alas ! 
if at any tme any of them are mention= 
cd, how ſecmingly coldly doth the Re- 
cord of Scripture preſent them to us ? 
Nicoaemms, a Night - Projeſſor, and Sz- 
7767 the Phariſee, with his Fifty Pence z 
ang their great 12;1Orance of the methods 
of Grace, we have cow and then touch- 
ed upon. 

Mercy ſcems to Le out of his proper 
Chanel, when It deals with Self-righte- 
ous men; but thin it runs with a full 
Stream when it extends It (elf io the big- 
gelt {innerse. As God's mercy is not re- 


gutated by Mans goodnels, nor obtain- _ | 


ed 


Py. 


bouna! fo2 the Uileſt of; Pen, 2g 
troge-Jed by Man's worthineſs z ,ſo not much 
uponJſet out by ſaving of any ſuch. But 
* thary more of this anon. | 

doing, # And here let me ask my Reader a Qne- 


5 and 
1 Wi- 
cauſe 
able, 


{ ſtion : Suppoſe that as thou art walking 


* by ſome Pond ſide, thon ſhouldſt eſpy in 


| it, four or five Children all in danger of 
drowning , and one in mcre danger than 


all the reſt ; judge which has molt need 


and | to be helped out firſt ? I know thou 
# wilt ſay, he that is neareſt drowning. 


ed q b- 


OM? | 


Why, this is tlie caſe ; the bigger Sinner, 
the nearer drowning z therefore the big- 
ger ſinner,the more need of mercy ; ye3, 


'CS 
ng. / of help by mercy in the firſt place. And 
on- | to this our Text agrees, when it {a:th, 
Re= | Beginning at Fernſalem, Let the Feruſa- 
5 ? lem-finner , ſays Chriſt, have the fir## 
S;. | offer, the firſt inyitz: ion, the fir## ten- 
e der of my grace and mercy, for he js 
ds the biggeſt fianer, and ſo has mot need 
h- 7 thereof. 

| Secondly, Chriſt Jeſus wonld have mer- 

| cy off-red in the firſt place to the biggeſt 
»- } finners; bccauſe when they, any of them, 
l { recelveit, zt redownds moſt to the fame of 


his Name, 

Chriſt Jeſus, as you may perceive, hag 
put himſelf under the term of a Phyſi- 
cian, or Doctor for curing of Diſcaſes ; 

| C 3 And 


} 


Ja Good N:ws | 
And you know that Applauſe, and apÞ- 
Fame, is. a thing that Payſicians muchP< 
deſire. Thar 1s 1t that helps them to Pavpil 
tients, and thar alſo that will help their 
Patients to- commit themſclves to their] 
Skill for Cure, with the more confidence ht? 
and repoſe of Spirit. And the beſt way 7 
for a Door or Phy ſicizn to get thems- | © 
ſelves a Name, is in the firſt place to | 
tike in hand, aid Cure ſome ſuch as 31l-F. 
others have given off for loſt and Cead. |} 
Phyſicians get neither N. me nor Fame 
by pricking of V/zeals or picking out 
Thi/#les, or by laying of Plaiſters to the 
ſcratch of a Pin Every old Woman can 
do this. Bnt if they will have a Name 
and a Fame, .if they will have it quickly, 
they muſt, as I {:1d, do ſome great and 
deſperate Cures. Let them fetch one to 
Eife that was Dead ; iet {N*M Tecoyer 
one to his Wits , that was Mad; let 
them make one that was horn Blind, to. | 
See; or let them give ripe Wits to a 
#o0l ; theſe are roraile Cures ; and he 
tat can do thus, and if he doth thus firſt, | 
ne ſhall have the Name and Fame he de- 
hires 3 he may lye a Bed till Noon, 

Vhy, Chrift Feſrs forgiveth Sins for a 
Name, and fo begets of himſelf a good 
Report in the hearts of the Ghi!dren of 
men. 


foz the Une or Len. ?I 


and ajnen. And therefore in reaſon,.he muſt 
muchbe willing, as alſo he did command, that 


LO Pas 1s me rcy ſho vite! be offered fir {t [NS] the 
) theirfbiggel? Ts 


| theirf I will 7: forgive their fins, miquetics, and 
dence | tran/y reſſs 115 ſy; ; he, and it (- a 7:rn to 
way me for A ; 7C f oy, and a pr aiſe, ail A an 
heme þ 2; wick bt Bo il the Nations of the earth, 
ce tot; - 33. 8.9. 
"S 2ll Ana hence it is that af. his firſt appear- 
ad. | ing h2 took upon Im to do ſuch mighty 
4Mme WOTrKkS. gre g90t a iMec thereby : 5 he 
out 7 £9: a No me thereby, 3 tho 23,24: 
the When C>ri/t had cſt the legion of De- 
can | vils out. of the man of whom you reac, 
me - Mikh 5. He bid him go home to his 
ly, Friends and tell 1 it, Gowome, ſaid he to, 
nd it y Friends, ana tell tnem how Hes at [0498 
to God has dane for thee, and has had comp. 'f- 
wy 8 671 tne Mark J« 10, rift © Jejiis 
et {eexs a Name, and defireth a Fame in 
© | the World ; 3 and therefor e, Or Tae bot- 
1 ter to onhtain thit, he commands that 
2 mercy ſhould hrſt be PrOucred co the big- 


geſt ſinners, beca ule by the ſaving of 
one of them, he makes all men marvel. 
As ?tis ſaid of the man 1i% mentioned, 
whom Chr:/t cured toward the beginning 
of his Miniſtry : * And be departed, fays 
the Text, ara Th Tan to oublif in Deca- 


$32 


G99d ſ2ews 


Potts) how 4, YE fl thin Q Feſus had aone farl 
1m, and 1 CL 3/4 F731 E7/ A: 7 maryel, Ver. 20. 
j 1562 £610 Cori, 
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tha 1t 
Joy ilsin tis Name; 2nd 
! he folloyzed not 


2nd ſo 


he $3Ivation of Gonevs, may {ſpread a 
broad, that the World may fee what he 
Can CO, 


they faw 


nſw 'cr of Chriſt * 
Ee 15 119 man wich | 
that can | 


*9 
: 
{ 
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No, they Vi 4 


125 put himſelf 
Conſc- 
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to this end, has not only 
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qQ of. 
his bicſlec Biliss 
ean, incert<d 


the He 2oft ſinners 
-#& offer £1 his mercy ; 
jans do. pint ont his 
iiſbed his doings 1 
"ay be reed ond talks 
2r in theſ? 


Pricres [ m 
f Pe 


tn1at 
Yea, 


Perſons, the places 
| the great Cures that 


4.6 
F mew 


31lyations he has 


very end. 


H-r 


| al 
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gan” 


fo: the UVileſt of Wer. J2 


9710 for} Here 1s, tem, Such a one by my grace 
©, and redceming Blood, was made a Monu- 
y al ment of everlaſting Life: And ſuch a 
» and} one by my perfect Obedience, became 
d vor an Heir of Glory. And then he produ- 
Eriſ{*8 ceth their Names: 

Which | Item, 1 ſaved Lot from the guilt and 
/ can || d:mnation that he had procured to him- 
vil | | ſelf. by his :nceſf. 

and y tem, I ſaved David from the Venge- 
Mut | ance that belonged to him for commit=- 
2 ting of Adul:ery and Murder. 

eta- | Here is alſo S.lomon, AManaſſeth, Pe- 
ſelf þ ter, Magdalen, and many others made 
\ſe- & meation of 4#n this Book, Yea, here are 
to | their Names, th-ir Sins, and their Sal- 
2- | vations recarded together, that yau may 
he | read , 2nd know what a Saviour he IS» 
y | and dohim: honour in the World. For 
$ ba 3re theſe things thus recorded, but to 


rs | . 
Fy | ſhew to ſing2rs what on can do, to the 
is | preiſe and glor Sb 3 grace ? 

it ' Ard} IC1S ; obſery: a ble, 25 ] ſa! d before, 
1, we have but very lictle of the Salvation 
3, of little ſinners mentioned in God's 
d |} - Book, becauſe that would not have an- 
s$ {} ſwcre 4; he deſign, to wir, to bring gloiy 

> { 2nd fame to the Name of the Son of Ged. 
AS W hat ſhould be the reaſon, think y or, 


| wh; Chriſt ſhould ſo calily take a dens) 
5 0! 
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of the great ones, that wear the Gran- 


that Parable, Luke 14. ſeems to import 


he do:h ) but to ſhew forth the riches of 


the glory of his Grace to his praiſe. This, 
1 fay, is one Reaſon to be ſure. 


They that had their Grounds, their. | 
: = ? | 
yoke of Oxen, 2n1 ther marriage Toys, 


were invitcd to come; but they made 
their excuſe, and that ſerved the turn. 
But when he comes to deal with the 
wort, he ſaith to his Servants, Go ye 
out and bring. them in hither, Go out 
quickly and brins in hither the proy, the 
oiimed, the hilt, and the blind. Anudt;cy 
Gid ſo, And he ſaid again, Co ont into the 
b:2h mays, and hedges, and Compel them to 
come iv. that my bouſe may be filled, Luk, 
14.1$,19,23. Theſe poor, lame, maim- 
ed, blind, hedg-creepers, and high-way 
men, ut come in, 21ſt be forced in. 
Thei-, if ſaved, will make his Merits 
ihinc. 

When Chriff was crucified, and hanged 
up beiwcen the Earth and Heavens, 
there was two Thi:ves crucified with 
kin; and, behold, he lays hold of ene 
of them; and will haye ium away with 
Lim 


F 
dure of the World, and ſtruggle ſo hard | 
for Hedg creepers ana Highway men, (as * 


F 


' 


| 


Gran- | ; 
hard © 
nz (as | 
Nport 
1es of | 


This, 


—_— 2 
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him to Glory. Was not this a ſtrange 


q 2Ct> and a diſplay of anthought-of grace? 


were there none but Thieves there,-Or 
were the reit of thit company out of his 

each ? Covld he not, think you, have 
ſtooped from tne Croſs t5the Ground, 
and have laid hold on ſome honeſter man 
if he would ? Yes, doubtleſs. Oh, but 
then he would not ſo have diſplayed his 
Grace, nor {o have purſned his own de- 
ſigns; namely, to get to himlelt a praiſe 
and aname; But now he has done It to 
purpoſe. For who that ſhall read this 
Story, but muſt confeſs that the Son of 
God is full of grace; for a proof of rlic 
riches thereof, he lefc behind him, when 
vpon the Croſs, he took the Thick away 
with him to glory. Nor can this one at 
of his be huried : It will be talked of to 
the end of the World to his praiſe. 
L£Aep {all ſpe#! R of the might of thy terr ible 
ats :; og will acclare thy preatueſs. Thy 
[ball TI adantly utter the memory ef thy 
Treat 700dne fs, and ſnail fr 17 of thy 71g 4 
oufueſs, They jnall ſpeak . of the olory of 
thy K inodomy) and tall of thy power. To 
anabe bnown to the Sons of men, his might y 
aits, and the glorians Majeſty f his King- 
dom, Pſal.145-6,7.8;9,10,11,12. 

When the Word of God came among 
[NC 
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he Conjurers and thoſe Sooth- ſayers, that! 
vourcad of A&519.and had prevailed withi 
jome of them to accent of the grace of 
Criſt, the Holy Gizoſt records 1t with a 
boaſt, for that it would' redound to. his 
praiſe ; ſaying, 

Aad anany of them that uſed curious" 
Arts, br o170t their Books together aiid 
buynea them before all men , ard counted 


he price of thei, ara fo und it fity tou 
ſand pecces ef Stlver, So mightily grew 
U 


7d of God and prevailed, ACts 19. 
1-20. I wWrenched-out of the clutchesof | 
1:21 {ome of thoſe AW] he tho Vgnt 
nimlels moſt \are, 99 7, 4 Ply £ Cr 71 7 the 
/ 


L 

Z 

ACT MFC. Oo it } 
#5 QT Cl C/ —= TT [t eI-W mi; ne 11! od it i! 


croached Q -ON tic Kir go on of the De- 

vil! j | wurſued [Ms and :Cuk the PICY 3 
I: forced him- to It ao his Lold! It 
brougiit aiwly Capt oat a3 Pritorers taken 
by force of Arms, {ome of the moſt vas 
HNtOE 13S ALT Y. i fercbt hack from, 
as it were, the conGnes of Hell, ſome of 


| a i ro. ie i TO * —_ Y . - 
tnofe that Vere nis molt truſty, ard that 
. | 7 i? I, #1 / oa: : 5.4% o.- 
WICH Hci iad 62CN at an 2 SCEeclule nt. It 
L, Lo as. ava; wa» 4 
mds then come ind confe ſs th: 41r Gecds, 
And burn their — before all men x So 
b j # . —— EM '& Bd EE C Y . . 
minltily crew ine, ord of God, and pic- 


| kd 
"V;it6c a, 


Thus 
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crs,that! Thus therefore you ſee why Chr Iſt will 
ed With|have Mercy offered in the firſt place to the 
race of biggeſt Sinners. They have moſt need 
twitha thereot 3 and this is the moſt ready way 
to his: to cxtol_ his name that rideth upon the 
Heavens to onr help. But, 
Carions* Thirdly, Chriſt Jeſus would have Mer- 
cr aid cy offercd in. the firſt place tothe biggeſt 
rorunzed Sinners, Becanſe by their Forgiveneſs and 
Y 1DOH= Salbation J of hers, hearing of it, will be c1= 
' grew conraged the moreto cometo himfor Life. 
's 19, For the Phyfitian by curing of the moſt 
1sof { deſperate at the firſt, doth not only gce 
GUgnt him! elf a Nome, but. begets Encourage» 
Twite ment inthe minds of other difcaſed folk 


t i2z* toceme to him for help. Hence you re2d 
 De-  cfour Loid, that after, thropgh his te:s 
Icy : der Mcrcy) he heG het many of great 

Ic 1Diſea ito 's, his: Fatme was ſpre: ad abroad : 
aken They orought mntoh in n all ſick People that 

Vas WE7C 1 th en mT ith OIVETS Difer ſes and T cx- 
OM, moms, « and _ nt. C1) ivc7eCe Pi ſeffe A a; th 

e of Devils, anda tive ti vet iwvcre Lt atich x and 

hat thoſe toat hid the Pailie, and he bealcd 
It them, ana there {ils 31 aw Em great militte 

(5, tud: 5 of Prof le f An #4 (3: lee, and Decapo- 
IS 1 Is and Tery ale, AN 1h dea, ana f; "618 
/ C= 1 ound Jordan, Ma fo 4+ 24) 25 


"See cre, H: ficſt by Yorking, gets 
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and now-men take Encouragentent, and 1 t 


bring from all quarters their iſeaſed to 
him, being helped by what they had 
heard , to bellzve that their Diſcaſed 


| ſhould he healed. 


Now, as he did with thoſe. outward 
Cures, ſo he docs in the proflters of his 
Grace and Mercy ; he proffers that in; the 
firſt place to the biggeſt Sinners, that 
others may take Heart to come to him to 
be ſaved. 1 will give you a Scripture or 
two, I mean, to ſhew you that Chriſt | by 
commanding that his Mercy ſhould in the 
firſt place be offercd to the biggeſt of Sin- 
ners, has a deirgn, LNercby to ENCOUrape 
and [9 ana others to come auiſo to 
him for Merc 


444 -/ 


God, ſaith 3 Pani, 726i rich in Mercy, 
for bis Cre: ft loUVe 1612! erewith) be loved #1, 
72:91 When we mere Acad in otr (ivs bath 
Quiehened 115 FODcriacy with Chriſt, (by Grace 
ye are fauca) "and bath raſed 15 up to; e- 


ticr, 

places in Chrijc 5 fe f1is. But why did he 
do all £15 : C Ti 198 77: tre Azes to come be 
m#git ſe 3ETP ti52 OXCEEN 147, 44 Riches of his 


Grace in bis kindneſs towards us thorow 
Chriſt Jeſus, Ephel. 2. 4, 5,6, 
See; he: og % a defign, God T4 our hrs 


« Mrcy to Exzhefus of dc 1180, even to ſhew 
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and made 1s fit toxcther in Heavenly 
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> and | to the Ages to comezthe exceeding Riches 


©d to 
' had 
Ccaied * 


ward 
his 
> the 
that * 
1 to | 
Or | 
by 


; 

# 
the | 
1n- 


of his Grace in his kindneſs to them tho- 
row Chriſt Jeſus. And why to ſhew by 
theſe, the exceeding Riches of his Grace 
to the Ages to come thorow Chriſt Jeſys ? 
But to alure, them and their Children 


alſo to come ro him, and to partake of 
the ſame Grace thorow Chriſt Jeſus, 

But what was Paul, and the Epheſtan- 
Sinners ? (of Paul we will ſpeak anon) 
Theſe Epheſtan-Sinners, They were men 
dead in Sins, men that walked according 
to the dictates and motions of the Devil ; 
worſhippers of Piana, that Effeminate 
Goddeſs : men far &f from God, aliens 
and ſtrargers to all good things, nicy as 
were far off from that, as I ſaid, and con- 
{equently in a molt deplorable condition. 
As the. Fernſaulem-Sinners were of the 
higheſt ſort among the 5eps, io theſe 
Epheſtan Sinners were of the higheſt ſort 
among the GentiZes.(Epheſ, 2.1, 2, 3. Aits 
19. 35. Epheſ.2. 11, 12.) 

Whereſore as by the Fernſalem: ſinners, 
in ſaving them firſt, he had a deſign 
to provoke others to come to him for 
Mercy ; fo, The ſame deſign is here ſet 
on foot again, in his calling and convert- 
ing the Ep5: ſtan Sinncys ;, that in the Agcs 
to come he might ſhew the exceeding 
Riches 


—— ee es, _ 
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Riches of his Grace, ſays he, in his kind- 
neſs towards us thorow Chriſt Feſwa, There | 


is yet one hint behind. ?Tis {aid that God 
ſaved theſe FOR ki love. That is, as I 
think, for the ſetting forth, for the com- 


ih 


mendations of his love, for the advance of | } 


his love in the Hearts and minds of them 
that ſhould come afcer. As who ſhould 
fay, God has had Mercy upon, and been 
Gracious to you, that he might ſhew to 
others for their encouragement, that they 
have ground to come to him to be ſaved: 
When God ſat 5 one great Sinner, "tis to en- 
- cnpon.a Anotner great Sunner to comet to him 
for A1:rcy. 

He {avea ne 4 Thif,to encourage Thieves 
to come to him for Mercy. Hz» ſaved 
Maraaien, to C COUrage other Mngaal: Ns 
to come 20 lim for Mercy. He faved 
CEPTA LY CauUUtcge Sails to come to! 1M 
for MrCy. And this P11 himſelf doth 
ſ1y, For this cauſe, ſaith he, I obtar:; you 
M rey, that me firſt Fe! i Chrif 711” 2 
ſhew Forth all L0# 7 ſuf e720, r for e 4 Pattern { 8 
them which ſhewl 'd hercafrer believe on him 
tolife eviridje inn, 1 Tim: 1, 16. 

How plain are the words! Chriſt in 
ſaving Or me, has given to the World a 
Parorn of h: is Grace, that the } might ſec, 
390d betieve, «ad come, and be far ed. 
Toat 


foz the Uileſf of Men, 4: 


kind- | That they that are to he born 'bereafter, 
here © ' might believe on Jeſus Chriſt to life ever- 
God | laſting. 
| Wy But what was Paul? Why he tells you 
-om- |} himſelf, 1 am, ſays he,the chif of Sh—— ; 
20 of | |] was, ſays he, 4 Blaſphemer,6 Per ſector ;; 
lM | a7 injuricas Perſon : but 1 obtained Mercy, 
ould | 1 Tim, 1. 14) Wy- Ay, that's well for you 

f Paul ; tur what adyantage have we there- 
'to | by ? Ohv ery much, faith he ; For, for 
acy | this cauſe I obtained Mercy, that in me 
ea: #| Fir, Jeſus Chriſt might ſhew all. long 
7 © ſifiering for a pattern to them which ſhall 
mm y believe 01 him to life everlaſting. 

' Thmns therefore you ſce that this third 
75S k Reaſcn jisof ſtren #th, namely, That Jz- 
ed | ſos Chriſt world have Mercy offered in 
ns | tie f Wu place to the biggeſt Sinners, be- 
'd e:tje, t by their Porgiveneſs and Salvation, 
7 othe;s, nearing of it, will ve encouraged the 
y mIretocometo him for Mercy. 

4 It may well thereſcre be faid to God), 
e + h: u dil: zbrrff in Mercy,ana Merey fleaſes 
, thee, Mich. 7. 18. 

EY Bat who believes that this was Gods | 
( deſign in ſhewing Mercy of 0:4 ? Namely, 
Thzt we that come after might take cou- , 
r2gc to cone to him for Mercy 3 or that 
Teſns Chriſt would have Mercy offered in 
the firſt place to the biggeſt Sinners, T0 
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ſtir vy others ro come to him for Life. | 


This Is not the manner of men ! O God ! 
But David ſaw this betimes, therefore |}; 


\ h2 makes this one Argument wita God, |; 
That he would blor out his Tranſegreſlit- | ; 
ons, that he would forgive his Adultery, 
his Marders, and horrible Hypocrity. Do 
it, O Lord, faithhe, do it, And ren will 
i teach Tranſercfſors thy ways, and Sinners 
ſhatt be Converted unto ence, Plal. Jl. 7) 3, 
9, 10, 11, 12, 13- 

He knew that the Converſion of Sinners 
would be 2 work highly plczſing to God, 
as being that which he had deiligned be- 
fore he made Mountain or Hill : Where- 
tore he comes, and ie 1a;tn, Save mez 
© Lords if thou wilt but fave me, 1 will 
fall in with thy deſign. 1 will help to 
bring what Sinners to the 1 can. Ain 
Lord, I am willing to he made a Preacher 
my felt, for that I have been a horribl2 
Sinner ; whereſore, if.thon ſhalt forgive 
my great Tranſercſſions, I ſhall be a fit 
man to tcil of thy wonderous Grace to 
others. Yea, Lord, I dare promiſe. that 
if thou wilt have mercy upon me, it ſhzil 
tend to theglory of thy Grace, and allo 
to the increaſe of thy Kingdom ; for I 
wiil tell it, and Sinners will hear on't. 
And there is nothing ſo ſuiteth with the 
hearing 


% 
«1 
4 


Life. | 

30d | 

efore { upon him- I will reach Tranſzreſſors thy 

IO» | ways, and Sinners ſhall be Converted unto 
; 


fo2 the Uileft of Men. 43 


. . 6 X 
hagring Sinner,. as Mercy : and to be 1n- 
form*d that God is willing co beſtow 1t 


reflt- | zhee, 
ery, $. Norwill Chriſt Jeſus miſs of his deſign 
\ Do Fin proftering of Mercy in the firf place to 
' 7 flthe bigzeſt Sinners- You know what 
mers work the Lord;by lying hold ofthe Wo- 
7> 8, E man of Samari:, made among the People 
I there. They knew that ſhe was a Towa- 
17ers f Sizner, an Adultreſs. Yea, one that af. 
ol, ter the moſt audacious manner, lived 1 
be- } Uncleanne( with a man that was not her 
Ic- | Husband. But when ſhe, from a turn vup- 
ne, } on her Heart, went into the City, and 
viil in to her Nejgnbours « Come, Oh 
oy how they came | how they locked out of 
in |} the City to Teſus Ciritt ! [ren they went 
IcTD 011! of t he City, mand CAmetro him, aad mMAnLF 
2 | of the Samaritats (Pele perhaps as bad 
'C | as her ſelf) b:lieved 9n him, jo? the jaying 
It of the woman, which teſtified, ſaying, te 
0 told me allthat ever I aid ( John As 39.) 
At That word, He tuld me all that ever T 
il did, was a great Argument with them; 
0 | for by that they gathered, That tho he 
[ knew her to he vile, yet he did not dew 
= ſpiſe her, nor refuſe to ſhaw how wiling 
S he was fo communicate his Grace unto 
g | her : 


” 
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her : And this fetched over, firſt herJu 
then them. I 
This VWOmin,s (31d ods A Samaritan; 
«Simxcr, a Sinner of the worit Complexion} 
For the Jews ahho red im have oughthy 
to do withthem (ve- ©.) :xefore noneht! 
more ft then ſhÞ i 52 nmiace one bf thei 
Decoys of Heaven, to bring 7 ©: {1ors of rheſehy 
Sewmaritan Wild Eo ger the Net or 
the Grace e Oct; And Mme did thefſi 


work to purpoſe, Many nv many more 
of the Samaritens Golft id on him, Verſe 
40, 41> > 4.2 Tae Heart of man, tho ſer} 


ON Sit will, W1!1:11 1 COMes once tOa Per- 
ſwaſion tl © God is Wilin? to have Mzrcy 
upon us, incliae ro come to Jetus Carilt 
ſ for life ; wicrefs thoſe tyrn-a- ways from 
TY | God, that ye1, alſo read of in Jeremiah ; ; 
\h for aſter cacy h2d heard three or four | 
times over, that God had Mercy ard 
iders, they broke ont and: ſaid, Bchold, 
we come rnts thee, for thou art the bor 4 our 
God. Oras thoſe in Hoſea did, For in thee 
the Fatcrt:fs ficd mercy. ( Jer 3.22. Hol. 
by. 4, 4; 

Mercy, and the revelation thereof, 1s 
th2 only Antidote againſt Sin. ? Tis of a 
thawing nature:*twill looſe theHeart that 
Is frozen up in $1n: yea, ?twill make the 
Unwilling willing to come to Jeſs Chriſt 
for Lite. Where- 


_—— 


_- 


fot the Utleft of Men. 45 


Wherefore do you think was I? that Je- 
It herJus Chriſt told the Adulterous woman, 
and that before ſo many Sinners, 1 bat he 
i; 'an4þa4 notCondemned her,buttoalure her,with 
cx101them there preſent, to hope to find fa- 
ovghthyour at his hands. (As be alf9 ſaith in ano- 
© 10nefther place, / came not to Fudge, but te Save 
of theſthe World) for might they not thence 
cheſe}moſt rationally conclude, That 1f Jeſus 
«ct offChriſt had r2ther ſave, then damn an 
d theſHarlot, there_ was encouragement for 
more fthem ro come to him for Mercy- . 
terſe | heard once 1 itory from a Souldicry 
9 {eT} who with his Company had laid Siege 
 Per- } againſt a Fort, that ſo long as the Beſieg- 
[2TCy Fed were perſwagcd their Foes wovld fhow 
"Tift } them no fxvour, they Fovght like Mad- 
Tom } men ; but when they ſzw one of their 
72h; | Fellows taken, and received to favour, 
four | they all came tumbling down from their 
aCK- Fortreſs, 2nd delivered themſclves into 
old, their Enemics hands. 
francs Iam perſwaded, did men believe that 
'2ee | there is that Grace and Willingneſs in 
of. | the Heart of Chriſt to ſave Signers, as the 
__* Word import there is, they would come 
» IS | tumbling into his Arms: But Satan has 
fa | blinded their Minds that they cannot ſee 
"at | this thing, Howhceit the Lord Jeſus bas, 
he | as 1 faid, that ethers might take Heart 
| an 
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in the firit place to ſuch, the mo: 


and come to him, given out a command4c 
ment that Mercy ſhould in the firit place 
be offered to the biggeſt Sinners. Beging 
ſaith he, at Ferujalem. And thus I cnd?. 
the third Reaſon- J: 
Fourthly, Jeſus Chriſt would have Mer-j 
cy offered in the fir/t place to the biggeſt 
SInners, Becauſe that zs the way, if they reob 
Cezve it, moſt to weaken the Kingdom off 
Satan, and to keep it loweſt in every Age), 
of the World, The biggeſt Sinners, they} 
are Satans Colonels, and Captains, thel 
Leaders of his People, and they that moſt! 
ſtoutly make Head againſt the Son of? 
God. Whcorefore let theſe firſt be con- 
quered, and his Kingdom will be weak. | 
When {3boſhetn had loſt his Avrer, his 
Rinzdom was made weak, nor did he {it 
but fotterims then upon his Throne, So 
when Satan loſeth kis itiong men, them | 
that ar2 mighty to wort Iniquity, 2nd 
dextrous to manage Others in the fame, 
then is his Kiogdom weak ( 2 Sm. 3 ) 
Therefore | ſay, Chriſt doth offer M-icy * 


t3 


weaken his K ngdom. Chiilt Jclus was 
e]:4t0 {or S2tal TH Ike Lightning from 
Heaven, that 1s ſuddenly or headlong 
and'ic was, ſorely, by caſting of him cut 
of ftrong Poſleſſions, and by recovering 
® 


— _——_ _ 


| fo2 the Uileſt of en. 
imand4dof ſome notorious Sinners out of his 
t placeClutches, ( Lake 10.17» 15, 19.) 

igrny Sampſon, when he would pul down the 
; I end9Philiſt:ans Temple, rook held of the two 
imain Pillars of ir. and breaking them, 
> Mer-} down came the Houſe. Chizlt came to 
iggeſt} deſtroy the works of the Devil, and te 
bey re-$ deſtroy by converting Grace, as well as 
om of by redeeming Blood. Now Sin ſwarms 
y Age), 2nd lieth by Legions, and w hole Armiess 
they} in the Souls of the biggeſt Sinners, as in 
9 thel Garrilons : Wherefore ihe way, the moſt 
- moſt © Gire(t way to deſtroy It, 1s ficſt to deal 
2n off with ſach Sinners, by the Word. of his 


* con- | Goſpel, and by the Merics of his Paſh- 


veak. * On. 
» his For Example, tho I ſhall give you but 
he fit © a homely one 3 Suppol. a Family to be 
So. very Lowzy: ard ene or typ Of the Fa- 
hem 5} mily to be 7 chief the breecers3 the way, 
2nd © the quickeſt way, to clear that Fzmily,or 
10, | at leaſt to weaken the (o ſwarming of 
3) | thoſe Vermine, Is, in the firf place ro 
1cy *{weeten the Skin, Head, znd Cloaths of 
= 16 the chirf breeders : And then thongh al 
was | the Family ſtould be apr to brecd them) 
om | the nymb<r of them» and ſo the grcatnels 
1g: | of that Plague there, will be the more 
out | impalcecs 
Ing 


of Why 
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Why, there are ſome people that arc} 
in chief the Devils Sz-vreeders in the 
Towns and Places where they live. The 
Place, Town, or Family where they 
live, muſt needs be horrible lowſje,and as |, 
it were,caten up with PMermin: Now let the |, 
lord Jeſus in the firſt place cleanſe thele 
great breeders, and there will be given | 
a nip to thoſe ſwarms of Sins that uſe | 
to be committed in ſuch places through- 8 
out the Town, Houſe, or Family whcre | 
ſuch ſin- breeding Perſons uſed to be. | 
I ſpeak by Experience; I was one of | 
theſe lowzy ones, one of theſe great | 
ſin-breeaers ;, 1 infected all the Youth of 
the Town where I was born, with all 
manner of youthful Vanities. The netgh- 
bours counted me ſo, ny practiſe proved 
me ſo: Wherefore Chriſt Fef/ns took me 
firſt ; and taking me firſt, the Contagion 
was much allayed all the Town over. 
When God made me fizh, they would 
harken, and enquirtngly ſay, Whats the 
7:4tter with John ? They alſo oave their 
various opinions of me: But as I ſaid, 
Sin cooled, and f:iled, as to his fail car- 
rier, When I went out to ſeek the 
Bread of Life, ſome of them would fol- 
low, and tne reſt he purinto a muſe at 
home. - Yea, almoP: the Town, ar f/t, 
at 


[ 
| 


| 
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t ar©Þat times, would go out to hear at the 
| The fnjace where 1 found good: Yea, young 
The [ind old for a while had fome reforma- 
they [tion on them; alſo lome of them _ 
1d aS fceiving that God had mercy upon me 
tthe |came crying to-him for mercy too. 
hele F But what nced.1 give = an Inſtance 
iven of poorl ; I will come to 47anaſcth the 
ule | | King : So long as he was a ringleadive 
1gh- $Sinner, the great 1col:ter, and chief for 
hcre # Deviliſa, the whole Land flowed with 
by ickedneis; For he mage Jo to fins and 
e of 3 do worſe than the Heathen that dwelt 
reat | round ab out them, Gr = was Cait out 
q of from | beſo retnen. But vv hen God COn- 
all © yerced him, the whole Land was referme 
gh- ed. * Down went the e OFOVES) the Idols, 
ved © and Altars of Gaal, £1nd up went trne Re- 
me {| }tzion in much of the Power and Purity 
On Fot it. You'll ſay, The King reformed 
er. Fhy Power. I anſwer, doubtleſs, and 
uld by Eximple too ; tor People obicrye 
twe | their Leaders ; as their Fathers did, ſo 
Cir 1] ey» 2 Cirron. 3 $ 4%. <4 2 Ks, of FF il. 


id, { This therefore is another Re: fon, wy 
r= f Jeſus would have mercy cfizred in the 
ne firſt placeto the bigeelt finners, becauſe 
dl- | that y the bei Way > "if they receive 1t5 


at | molt to weaken the kinzdom of Satan, 
/*> | and to keep it poor and Jow. 


50 Good News 
And 'do you not think now, that iÞ 
Gcd would but take hold of the hearty: 
of {cme of the moit notorious in your 
Town, in your Family , or Countrey,; ! 
that this thing wou 1d be verified before 
your faces ? It wovid, 1:t would, to the} 
Joy of you thatare go :00iy, tothe waking] 
oi H:1} to i2h » to the great ſuppreſ- 
?1ng of Sin, the giory of C! rift, and the 
jo! 7 of the Angel: of God. - And Mini- 
5s ſhould theretore, that this Work 
mizht £0 ON, take advontages to -per-| 
le with the higgei: Sinners to come 
"8 Chr:ſ7, eccordivg to wy Texts and 
er Contnillions 3 Browning ' at Fer tte 
alem, 

Fiftoly, Feſus Cirift would have mercy 
ered in the ſi-ff place to the biggeſt 
Gao ers. Becauſe ſuc - \ macs converted,(l 
are uſu:{ly the b:jt helps in the Cl Hh a= 
(C4 iff temptations,and ſirtejr for th hin * ws 
fr be feet lc minded the; & « He: IC 29 vſnal-! 
ly, you have fome fuch in the fir 4 plan 
T2 wo 10N of Cnurcth eS, OF Q icky 1 !PON it. 

,urches would do but forrily, 1f Chr, #| 
Feſi did not put 1zcn Converts 2wong | 
V {onuments and Mir- 

| ery fight of {uch 
Sinner in God's Houle, yea, the very 
novgtt of lime Where ae fight of him 
CUNOL 
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cannot be had. is oft times 2ceatl; ' for 
f the fee! ie, 

Ii/en the Church's ( fr:a Paul ) that 
nereen Judr a hear: A th: 5 concernino mt;that 
he wvich os! rare 4 them in time paſt, 109 

4 ti 1'ch once ke arſtroyen » 
Gas 1.20,2 1,223 
23» 24: 

Glorifid God ] How is that 9 Why, 
they praiſed him, and took courage to 
b<lieve the more In the metcy of God : 
Foc that he ne bad mercy on ſuch a 
great ſinner as BE. oJoritied God 
Fiz me} They wondred th: b Grace ſhould 
be 10 rich , 

Wretch 38 | W3S 5 Gnu 
lieved in C>r:/7 the more, 

"here are two th inz3 that great (| 
ners are acquaiinzed with, vwaen th 
come to divulz? _ ro the S4INTS, that 
area grext relief to their Faith. 

1. The ay Fg they uſually have 
vith the Devil at their paiting with 


Th oy 


fake be- 


or my 


2, Their knowledge of hs Secrets in 
115 WOrK 1: £53» 

For the Fir5t, The bigoeſt F_s ye 
uſually great conteſts with the Devit at 
their partinzsz and this 1s *n belp to 
Saints. For ordinary Sajats find attez- 


1) Z W245 


hold of ſuch 'a*y 


wards what the vile ones find at firſt 1 
þut when at- the opening of hearts thg 
one finds himſelf to be as the other, th 
one Is a comfort to the other. Theleſlery 
{ort of ſinners find but little of this, tall} 
afrer they have been ſome time In pro. 
teflon; but. the Vile Man meets with! 
11s at the beginniizg. Wherefore he, 
when the other is down, 1s ready to tell? 
that he has met with the ſame before.? 
For I ſay, he has had it before. Satan is| 
Joth to part with a great ſinner. W hats 
my true Servant. ( quoth he) my old Ser-! 
vant, wilt thou forſake me now ? Having! 
{o often fold thy ſelf to me to work 
wickedneſs, wilt thon forſake me now ?/! 
Thou horrible Wretch, doſt not know, | 
"*+th2t thou haſt Gnned thy ſcif beyond the|} 
reach of Grace, and doſt think to find 
Niercy now? Art not thou a Murderer, 
a Thief, a Harlot, a Witch, a ſinner of 
the greateſt ſize, and doſt thou look for # 
mercy now ? doſlt thou t! hink that Chriſt * 
will foul his fingers with thee | 


*Tis enovgh to make Rik bluth, 
ſaitn Satan, to fee ſo vile a one knock 
at Heaven gates for Mercy, and wilt thou 
be {o abominable bold to do it ? Thus Sa- 
tan dealt with me, ſays the great Sinner, 
when at licſt I came to Jeſs Chriſt. Ard 

WH4t + 


: 
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h1t did you reply, ſaith the Tempted ? 
\WVhy,'I granted the whole Charge to be 
trae, ſays the other. And what, did yew 
aiſpair ? or how? No ( faith he) I frag, 
? hp #I am Zfzgdalene, | am Lachers, I am 
, oe LL Thief, | am tne Harlot , I em the 
"8 hefd Publican) [ am the Progzgal, and one ot 
Is reli Chrift's Murderers $' Yea, worle than 
leflncs | any of theſe, and yet God was ſo or- Ot 
tan jd {om rejecting of me ( as I found afcer- 
* wards) that there was mulſick and dan- 
OY cing in his Houſe for we; and for Joy that 
| was come home unto him. On bleffed 
be God for Grace, ( lays the other ) fur 
then I hope there 15 favour for me, Yeazas 
[ told you, ſuch a one is a continual Spe- 
Cacle in the Church, for every one by, 
to behold God's grace, and wonder! _. 
Secondly, And as for the Secrets of 
Satan, ſuch as are Suggeſtions to que- 
{tion the Being of God, the truth of kis 
-"* Word, and to be annoyed with deviliſh 
rig * Blaſphemies ; None more acquainted 
with theſe than the bigzeſt ſinners at their 


Converſion z wherefore thus alſo they 
| zre prepared to be helps in tne Church 
ih to relieve and comfort the other. 


w_ [ might alſo here tell you of the Con-. 
my teſts and Battclz that ſuch are engaged 
is in, whereia they find the buffettings of 
mY D: 3 , Satan 
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Satan, aboye any other the. Saints. Ati 

which times Satan afaults the Soul with" 
, fri jehttul thougats ofy2! 
:10n5 3 now they {weat, pant, cry 

our, and firuggle for 1:ie. L 

e Angels now com 2 CO »wn to behold 19! 

to iohr, and '©Jc YC tO | ſee a bit of Dull # 

| Dal 1e3 and © 

POWCIS ,. ANC Mizhe, ger Jominions, \C 
3ut, as | ſaid, when theſe come a Ivtle 

Iced, they: are prepared for help 

and arc oreat Co! mforts unto Þ 

, . Their great fins give en- | 

couragement to the Deyi! to aſſault 

by theie. te; mM}: ations Ct; 71ſt 

tage to make them the more 

heipfyl to the Churches, 

The bt2scit ſinner, when he 1s Con- 
yerted and comes into the Chnrch, ſays 
© them at), bs er Ing In, 3 
hola me, all you tl; 
of a low and timoro:!s : ſp: it, you whoſe 


3s 


gc 3 A4+n 


nod 
ty 
3 
-» 
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hearts are narrow. for that you never had 
the ardyaintace to " "i becauſe your fins 
are few, t tie « lerewnnh of fHIE Trace of (cd, 
i old, 1 ſay, ta ms qu FxCecdsr T Vicwes 


ibs or 4. F 411 a iD, 3 ſet forth be- 
Pole YOuur faces, 072 1090313 yo 4 4 may lok E£277C 
zake beart, This, I fay, the great ſinner 
a {ay, to the exceeding tak an 1 
the reſt, Where: 


foz the Uileſt of Men. 55 
ts. At! Wherefore, as I have hinted Heforc, 
ul withfhen God int; ends to ſtock a place with 
Snts offaints, and to ma! ce that place excellent- 
it, cryly to flouriſh with th he riches of his grace, 

"bc uſuaily begins with the Converſion of 
Pcholid fome of che moſt notorious there abouts, 
f Daft end lays them as an Example to allure 
23 and Dikers, and to build up wien they are 
1:Ons, converted. 


little 0 ? Twas Pail that muſt BO to the Gez- 
nelp & 'ss » becavie P 41 was the moſt out- 
unto {ra2icus of 2!! the Apoſtles, in tne time 


I F ay & % 4 * © i v 
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fault ret 1at after his 1orri ble fall,was thowgnt 
oriſk Wireſt, when -recovere :d again, tO com* 
ore fort and ſtrengthen his Brethren, S2e 
Luke 22. 31: 32. 
0:1 - Some muſt be Pillars in God's Houle, 
1vs. Jand if they be Pillars of Cedar, tacy 
3c. j mult ſtand while they are ſtout and ſtur- 
'E3 | dy ſticks In Tine Forreſt , before they 
[3 © are cut down, and planted or Placed 
dl Laere. 
'S No man, when he Dull ieth h Houte, 
/ | makes the principa P2 rts thereof, of 
; Þ# weakor feeble Ti $ er; for how could 
ſuch bear up the reſt ; - bt it 9” great: and 
| able Wood. Czriſt Feſus alſo gocttl 
this way to work, he makes of the big- 
gelt Sinners,. Bearers; and Supporters to 


it Yea, Petcr muit DC 


Good New 
ze reſt, This then may it for 2n0- 
r Rea On, why Feſus Chri Tis e1IVES Our 
{11 na nent, that Mercy ſhould 1n 
12 cit place be offered to the biggeſt 
SINQCTS » [poeeatiie /iirl) mrncn converted, 


3” 
the 
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port of the feeb!e-minded there, 

SIE EV, ANHOTL 'EL = ' 011 - why Fe; NT: 
" Mp it ” n \ 
Krh?7 #L Wo 3; nid AVL Cy O] Fred In the 
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T rzey , when Conucited, are apt to 
toe him mor. 

T'nis zgrees both with Scripture, and 
Reaſon. Scripture ſay is fo. lo whem 
much is forgiven, the ſame {o7':th mitichs 
7 'o whom little is forgiven, the ſame leverh 
tattle, LUK. 7. 47- Leafon fays fo. For 
as it would he the unreaſonabieſt thing 
in the world, to render hatred for love, 
and contemp: for forgivene7s ; ſo*trwould 
be as ridiculous to think rhat the recep- 
tion of a liitle kindneſs ſhould lay the 

{fame oblig2tions upon the heart to loves, 
as the rec:ption of 43 great deal, [ 
would not diſnarage the love of Chrift 1 
I know the leaſt dram of ir, when it 
reaches to forgiveneſs, is great above all 
the world ; But comparatively, there 1s 
greatcr extentions of the loye of Cpriſ/, 

[0 
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to one, than to another : He that has 
moſt fin, if forgiven, is partaker of the 
greateſt love , of the greateſt forgive- 
neſs. : 

I know alſo, that there are ſome, that 
from this veryDotQtrine, ſay, Let #5 do evil, 
that good may come; and that turn the 
Grace of our God into Laſcivioutne(s. 
But. I ſpeak not of theſe, Theſe will ne1- 
ther be ruled by Grace nor Reaſon. Grace 
would teach them, it they know it, to 
deny Ungocly Courſes z and ſo would 


" Reaſon too, if it could truly fenle the 


Love of God, [ 7m. 2.11, 12, Rom. 11, }- 

Doth it look like what hatin any Cohe- 
rence with Reaſon or Mercy, for a man - 
to abule his Friend ? Becanſe Chritt died - 
for men,ſhall I therefore Spit in his Face 2 
The Bread and Water that was given by 
Flihz to his Enemies, that came into the | 
{and of 1/7 ac! to take him, had fo much 
in{lnence upon their Minds,” tho /Jeathens, 
that they retnrned to their homes with» : 
oat hurting tim : Yea, it kept them from 
coming gain in a hoſtile manner into 
the Coaſts of 1jracl, 2 Kings 6. 19, 20, 
$ ts 33, 23- 

B:yt to forhear to Iiluſtrate till anon 1 
one reaſon why Chriſt Teſys ſhews Mercy 
*0F SIRRCIS) is that ke might obt 4114 they 


Ds Love, 


56 Good Jews 
Lowe, tha ne ray [-1OVe their baſe af- 
tcftons, from baſe objects, to kimſelf. 
INow if nc loves to De [01 ol a little, he 
loves to be loved mich ; bt N.re1s not 
any that are Capable of Toy vir much, 
ſ2ve toe that have much forgiven thern 
Hence *tis ſaid of Paul, That ne labour- 
ed more than them ail, to wit, with a 
love, bccaule he had been by 

e ag3inſt Cirift than they all, 
, He it was that perſccure 
the Church of God, and waſted ir, Gal, 
13. Hz, w them all, 
raving Bedlam again the Szints.: And 
being exceeding mad, 1ay | 
them, 4 perſecutea them 
tits, ACKS 26- 11. 

Tis raving Bedlam) that once was fo, 


- 


15 | he that now ſays, bl lzvoured more they 


them all; mo : for C ift thentnem all 

Bit P 45h E 11 3 t 55149" ca ft. FE tas 0 =; 4 
The love of Cn7:/t, fays he. It was not 
kf, | but the grace of Ged that was. with 


! a þ ® » 
712, As wio tinonid fay$ O Grace! 


ſ:ch maryeiions Grace for God to look 
Gg,wn from Heaven 1 upon Mey avd rhat 
ſ:cprcd me from the wrath to come, that 
{ 2m captivated with ons ienle of the 
iches bf it. MWence [| act, hence I Ia- 


bal * 
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bonr ; For how can otherwile do, fince 
God not only'/ſeparated me irom my Sins 
and Companions , .but ſeparated all the 
powers of my Soul and Botly to his $Ser- 
vice? lam therefore prompted en by this 
excceding love, to lahour as 1 havedor.c; 
yet not [., but the grate of God wich 


me. ' 


Otr! I ſhall never forpzet his love, nor 
the circumftances under Which I was 
vhen his love Jaid hold upon me. I was 
going to D:maſcus with Letters from the 
High Prieſt to mare Havock of God's 
Pcopte there, as | bad made Havock of 
them in other places. Theſe bloody 
Letters was not impoſed nvpon me. I 
V\ nt to't12 High Prieft and deſired chem 
of himy; As 9. 1,2. And yet he ſaved 
me.! 1 mas one of the mens. of the chief 
- n that had a hand in the Blood of his 

rtyr St phn, perhe nad mercy on me ! 
Y hen tl yas ot Pam lcns, | ſtunck fo hor- 
ribly like a Blood ſuck cer, that L became a 
Tertourto all thcreabour; Yoa, Ana- 
nas ( good man) made interceſſion to 
my Lord again{t me, yet he would have 
mercy upon me! Yea, joyned mercy to 
mercy, until he had made me a moni: 
ment of grace. - He made a Saint or me 
anu perſwaded me, that my tran{; <ofli> 
ons were forgifag-me. es 
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When I began to preach: thoſe that 


heard me were amazed. ; 2nd ſaid, 1s ne: , 


this he that deſtroyed the;n that gealled on thi: 


Name in Feruſa lems and came hither for 
hat intent, that he might bring them bound 


tothe High P;:e5#2 - Hell doth know that . 


I was. a Sinner. ; > Heaven doth: know that 


1 was a Sinner : The World alfo knows. 


that | [ was a Sinner, aSinner of the great- 


ct ze; but I obtained mercy, As 5. 


2014 ft> 
Shall -not this lay Obljzation upon 


N22. Is not Love of the greateſt force 


tOovlige? Is it not ſtrong as Death ? 


"Trp © 


C cel 3$ the Grave ? and hotter than the 

320233.0f Yuri of Hath it not'a-moſt ve- 
ietaent i2me ? Can the SFOngny quench 
ici Can the Flouds drown ic? I am u:- 
b: force of It, I THIS 1s my conti- 
r\ [eat ſhal 1. rendeyi to the Lord 
tre Benetrs, which he has beſtowes 
$017 me : 


_—_ 

ey 

Si. o ” 
ws > 4 
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kei DP! = up PP ye 7+ 
Ay! Pity tis 1s tometihing., thoa 
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F ©. Lb, -- #* Hi bs - \ 1. LURE ” fa s : 
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8 fLjoOn, and 13 | 1hou! » BIVeL tO Corijt: 
the loye tnat he looks i "ei But ne might. 
Dave conv2ited ewenty -1i:tie finners), and 


yet not found, for grace beſtowed, £2 


much Jove in them all, '? 


0. God: Now tits s nie, "ond | this afer 


ound | 
that, 


thar 
OWS., 
eat- 
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I wonder how. far a man might e0 » 
among - the Converted Sinners of the - 
{maller ſize, before one could find one 
that ſo much as looks any thing this way- 
ward... Where 1s: he that'is thus under - 
pangs- of love for the Grace beſtowed 
upon him by Jeſ#s Chr:i#* ? Excepting on- - 
ly ſome few; you- may walk to the 
Worlds end and find none. - But, as I ' 
ſaid, ſome there are, and ſo there has - 
been-in every age of. the Church, great 
ſinners, -that have had much forgiven 
them. And they loye muchupon this ac- 
count- 

Feſus Christ therefore knows what he 
Joth, when he lays hold on the hearts 
of ſinners 'of the biggeſt fize... He knows 
that ſuch an one will love more than ma- 
ny that have not finned halt their fins. 

I will tell you-a Story that I have read: 
of Martha and Mary ; the Name of the + 
Book 1 have forcot., I meanof. the Book 
'n which I found the Relation ; bur the 
thing Was Thus ; 

. Zdavtna, (aith ray Anthors. was avery - 
koly: Woman, much like Lazas, her 
Brother ; but A4ry was a looſeand wan- 
ton creature. Afirtha did ſeldom miis 
o00d Sermans, and Lectures, when ſhe 
could come at them in Ferzſulem ; but: 


1 
k A.ry 


/ 92 


Good News 
Mary would frequent the houſe of Sports, 
and the company of the vileſt of Men 
for luſt. And though 4Zrtha had often 
deſired that her Gifter would go with her 
to hear her Preachers: Yea, had often 
entreated her with Tears, to do it, yeC 
could the never prevall z for till Mary 
woujd make her excuſe; or reject her with 
Ciſd-in ior her Zeal and Preciſeneſs in 
Reli2iCci. 

After 27artia had waited long, tried 
many ways to bring her Siſter to good, 
and all proved j wcfteetnal. At Þ ſt lhe 
LOMes UPCN ner Cilus. S, fer, qu2il lhe, 
I pray thee go wi w me to tie Te inl- to day, 


to bear cne pre: " a Sermon, What kind' 


of Preacher is he; ſaid ihe ? Martha -re- 
plied, It is one ' Jelus of Nazareih, be 25 
the hanaſomcſt man tht ever you faw W119 


your eyes. | Oh! be juir es in Beanty, and 
55 FE 76{t £xcciit t Preacher R 
Now wiiat docs Afiry ? Aﬀeer a littie 
732! I h 1 F _OAEC tl ns on th». ] _ C! 1 i 
TA 1h %9 JG 5 OCYS [2 ITILQ ITT 1a myecE! 5 
$4 mriet. hor Dine s nd h 
2nd VICK! Q1CL ins: s or (11 ICSz dec! 8$ 


It* 
up ner icit as {26 as her fingers conid 
meke her. This done, away ifne £0653 
not with her Siiter Adartha, thut as much 
unodſerved as ſhe could, to the Sermon, 
Or rather to See the Preacher. 


The 


_Om—I Co 
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The Hour and Picaciher bethg come, 
and ſhe having obſerved whereabout the 


Preacher world ſtend; goes ond ſets her 


{elf fo ti the 7exiple, rhat ſhe might be 
{irc to have the full yiew of tis excel- 
let Perſon. So he comes in; and ſhe 


park s, 21d the hiſt gLMPS of his Ter- 


on pleaſed her. Well, 7: [74 addreficrh 
timfelf to his S:zrmony and ihe Jooks 
carncitly on him 

Now at that time, faith my Anrthor, 
Jeſus preached abour the /-/i SEC, the 
loſt Groat, and the prod-gal Child. And 
when he came to ſhrw what care the 
Shepherd took for one loſe Sheep, and 
nova the Woman ſwept to ſind her Piece 
v:hich was loſt, and «hat Jcy there wa 
2t their finding; ſhe began ro ba taken 
by the Ears, nd forgor waat ſhe came 


bout, mauns yhat the Preacher would: 


:ke ont ; But when hecame to the Ap» 
1C4:19n. ard ſaewed that by the loft 
«hen wes meant a great Sinner 3 by the 
Shepherds care was meant God's love 

for great Sinners 5 and thar by the jov of 
Tc Nezginh OUursS , VrasS' ſnewed what joy 
there was among the Anvels in Heaven 
over one great Sinner that repentcth ; 


She been to he taken by the Heart. And 
as bc ſpake theſe laſt words, ſhe thonghe 


he 
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he pitched his innocent Eyes juſt upon 
her, and looked as if he ſpake what was 
now ſaid, to her. Wherefore her heart 
began to tremble, being ſhaken with af- 
fection and fear; then her Eyes run 
down with tears apace ; wherefore ſhe 
was forced to. hide her face with her 
Handkerchief, and ſo ſat ſobbing and 
crying all the reſt of the Sermon. 
Sermon being done, up ſhe gets, and 
away ſhe gocs, and withall , enquired 
where this Jeſus the Preacher dined that 
day ? And one told her, at the houſe of 
S:imwn the, Phariſee. $9 away goes ſhe, 
&rſt tO her Chamber, and there ſtr Ps Rcr 
ſelf of her wanton Attire; then calls un- 
on her knees to ask God forgiveneſs for 
all her wicked life. This done. in 2 
modeit drefs fae goes to Szron's houſe, 
where ſhe finds Je/:zw fet at Dinner. $So 
ſhe gets. behind him, and weeps , and 
drops ner tears npon his Feet like Rain, 
and waihes them, and wipes them vith 
the H.urs of her Head, © She-alſo kid 
his Feet with her Lips, and anointed 
them with Oyntment. - When $S;z-r9x the 
Nhariſee nerceived what the Woman did, 
and being ignorant of what it was to be 
forgiven *mych KS he never was for- 
given morethin Filty Pence.) He be- 
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gan to think within himſelf, that he had 
been miftaken about Jeſis Chriſt, hecanſe 
lie ſuffered ſuch a Sinner as this Woman 
was, to tonch him. Surely, quoth he, 
this Man, if he were a Propher, would 
not let this Woman come near him, for 
ſhe isa Town Sirner, ( © RO Tre all 
Self-righteons men of the way of Chriſt 
with Sinners.) But leſt AZzry ſhould be 
diſcouraged with fome clowniſh carriage 
oi this Ph; yy e, and fo deſert her pood 
beginnings, and her new ſteps witch ſhe 
now had Rn to take towards eternal 
Lite, Jeſus began thus with Simon. S7- 
mon , {2tth: be, { have ſomewhat to ſay 
unto theo, And be ſritn, Maſter, ſiy on, 
1 vere was, ſaid Jeſus, 4 certain Creditor 
had two Devtors, the one owed him Five 
hundred pence, and tic other, Fifty. And 
when they had nothing to pay, he frankly 
forgave thrmboth. Til me therefore which 
of thczz will l9ue him moſt ? Simon anſwer- 
ed and [4 ud, I ſuppoſe be to whom he fore 
gave moſt, And he ſaid unto him, Thou 
haſt rightly judged, And he turned to the 
I)-cman, and faia unto Simon, Seeſt thou 
tres Woman? T@ centred into thy houſe, 
twor gaveſt me no Water for my Feet : But 
ſte bath waſhed my Feet with tears, and 
wiped them mith the, hairs of her head, 


Thos 
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1 hou geveſt” ms no kiſs, but this Woman, 
fence the rimne T eame in, batn not ceaſed to 
kiſs my Feet, _ Head with Oyl thou 
aidſt not 4017 Sy this Woman hath a= 
70uited my — with Oyntment, Where 
fore 1 fay wo th =Y Her Sins which are 
7 2y , are for: Ven, for ſac loved rich ; 
ont to W 017 _ T) forgiven, the ſame 
loveth little, W- a he _- a rjito 'rs thy « Y171S 
ere forgiven. Luk 7.36, 37. 33, 39, 40, 

41 42, 431 44 \ 455 461 47; 43, 49, $0. 
kus you have the Story. 1t 1 come 
ſhort in any Circumſtance, I b: 7 P:rdon 
of thoſe that can correct me. 'Tis three 
or four and * wenty Years fince I ſaw the 
Book, yet I have as far as my memory 
will admit, given you the relation of the 
Matter. 19 Owever __ as you ſee, 
doth here preſent y* 2u wich 1, e-Sabit.2nce 
of rhe whole. 

Alas ! Chri#t Jeſus has but little thanks 
for the ſaving of "a Sinners. To 
whom|liitic ts foros ven, toe ſame loveth 
little, He gets not arte r for his beer, 
by his ſaving of ſuch Sinners. There 
are abundance of dry-eyed Chriſtians in 
the World, and abundance of dry-eyed 
Duties ts»: Duties that never was wet- 
ted with the tears of Contrition and 


I\eDentance, NOCr ever {weetaed with 
| tie 
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the e great Sinners box of Oynt ment. And 
the reaſon 1s, iuch ſinners have not great 
ſins to be ſaved from ; or if they haves 
they look upon them in the diminiſhing- 
claſs of the Holy Law of God. But I 
rather believe that the Profeſſors of our 
days want a que ſenſe of what they are; 
for verily, for the generality of them, 
Þoth bciore and ſince Convernnh they 
have been ſinners of: a luſty ſize + But if 
their Eyes be holden, ii Con avictions are 
not ſhown, if their knowledge of their 
ſins Is but like to the cyc-ſight in twi* 
lizht, the Heart cannot be affeQed with 
tht grace that has laid hold on the man, 
and fo Chriſt Jer ſows muCchy and has 
liitle COMmng LN. 

Wherefore His way 13 oft times £9 
ſtep out of his way), to Jena to Sama- 
gt” to tne Countrey of t e Agar en 
to ti e Coaſts of [Ty '£ and Sidos? 2, and alſo 
to Mount C: w '7y» That he ie may lay hold 
or {ich kind of Sinn«irs as will love im 
to his Niking, Like 19+ 2, 3, 44 5, ©, 7 
9.9, 10. Jon 4.314546, 7» 8, 93 10 ©. 
Darth Jo. I, 2, 3, 4+> > 63 7, 8,9, lO: 115 
12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, Matte; 
15. Zh» 22, 224 243 25, 26527, 20 Litks 
37) 38, 29, 49, 41:42z 
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But thus much for the Sixth Reaſon; 
why Chr:f? Feſis would have Mercy otter- 
cd in the firit plice to the biggeſt Sin- 
ners; to wit, becauſe ſnch ſinners when 
converted, are apt to love him molt. 
The 7eraſalems ſinners were they that 
oat-ſtript, when they were Converted, 
in ſome things, all the Churches of the 
Gentiles. T bey were of one neart T6 
one ſou by neitmer faia \ any oE thimm, that 
ought of the things that they poſiefſed was 
their anny uelther was thrye airy Among 
them th. it I Lee for as many as were peſſ j= 
fors of Lands, or Hines, Fold them, and 
brought the price of the things tH.1t were 
fold, and liid ads down at the Apoſtles 
feet, QC. As 4. 32, 323+ 34, 35. Now 
ſhow me iuch ti P2tcrn if YOu Cal. 
But why did theſe dothys ? Oh! tincy 
were Jeruſalem finn ers, Theſe were 
the Men that hut a lictle before, had kil- 
lcd the Prince of Life, and thoſet ro Whom 
he did, that notwithſtanding, ſend the 
firſt offer of Grace and Mercy. And the 
ſenſe of this, took them up betwixt the 
Earth and the Heavens, and carried them 
on in ſuch ways and methods, as conld 
never be. trodden by any ſince. They 
talk of the Church of Rome, and ſet her 
in act Pcimitive ſtate, as a Patern, and 


Mother 
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Mother of Churches ; when che Truth 
is, they were the Jerx/alem-ſinncrs, when 
Converts, that out-did all the Churches 
that ever was, 

Seventhly, Chriſt Feſus would have 
Mercy offered in the firit place to the 
biggeſt linners, becauſe Grace, when 1t 15 
received by ſuch, finds matter to kinale 
pon more freely than it finds im other ſin. 
ners., Great Sinners are like the ary 
Wood, orlike great Candles, which burns 
beſt and ſhines with biggeſt light. 1 lay 
not this down, as 1 did thoſe Reaſons 
before, to ſhew, that when great Sin- 
1crs are Converted, they will be encou- 
ragement to others, though that 15 true ; 
but to ſhew that Chri# his a delight to 
ſee Grace » the Grace we rccelve, to 
ſine, We love to fee things that hear 
a good gloſs, yea, we chuſe to buy fuch 

kind of matter to work upon, as will, It 

wrought up to what we intend, caft thar 
lufbre that we defire,» Candles that burn 
not bright, we like not ; Wood that 1s 
oreen will rather ſmotner and ſputter and 
ſmoak, and crack, and fi2w:ce, than caft 
2 brave light and pleaſant heat. Where= 


fore great Folks care n9t much, not fo 

much for ſuch kind of things, as for 

them thac will better anlwer tiicir ends. 
Hence 


Ly 


c— - 
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Herice Chr:ft defires the biggeſt Sin-« 
ner> in him theo =_ Matter to work by, 
tO wit, a great dcal of ſin; for as by 
the Tallow of th: C- 1Gale, the Fire takes 

occ:110n to burn the brighter ; {o bv the 
ſia of the Soul,. Grace? takes occaſion to 
ſhine _ clearer; Lictle Caridles thins 
th matter for 
the Fire to wark upon , 4p In the great 
Sinner, hore is more matter for Grace to 
work dy. Falth ſhines, when ic work- 
eth towards Cr:f7, through the ſides of 
many and great Tran(greilions 3 and fo 
does Love, for that mich is forgiven. 
And what matter can be foind in the 
Soul for Humility to wot k by, 
by arfight that I have been | ng am an 
abominable Sinner? And the ime is to be 
{aid of Patience, -Mecekneſs, Garh neſs, 
Seli-denial, or of aiiy o.nzr Grace. 
Grace takes Occaſion by tne vilzne(ſs of 
the man, to ihine the more ;, even as by 
the rnee2Jnefs of a very ſtrong Diltem- 
per, or D;fa:c, the vertue cf. the Nz- 
beſt made maniteſt,, ii ere 
race imitCi) more avounds, 
eeit. 5.20. A dIACK ficiig makes the 
Neck look whiter; great ft1s maxes 
Grace burn clear. Some iay when Grace 
ang 2 gaod Nature mzet together, they 

a 


- 
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do make ſhining Chriſtians ; but I fay, 
when Grace and a greit Sinner meets, 
and when Grace ſhall ſubdue that grear 
Sinner to ic ſelf, and ſhall operate after 
its kind 1n the Soul of that great Sin- 
ner, then we have a ſhining Chriſtian ; 
Witneſs all thoſe of whom mention was 
made betore. 

Avraham was amonz the Idolaters 
when in the Land of Allyri:!, and ferved 
Idols with his Kindred on the other fide 
of the Flood , Jel, 24. 2- Ga 231-3: 
but -who * v hen C2: ied, was there In tiie 
World, in whom Grace taone fo bright 
as in him ? 

The Th:rſſalonrans were Idolaters, bhe- 
fore the. Word of God came to them ; 
but when they had received it, they . be- 
came examples to ail that did believes in 
Mucedonia arid Acaen, 1 Thefſ, 1.6, 7, 


- 


God the Father, and Fejſs2 Corist his 
Ir having things een, Ra ha- 


VIng Lie w ord of Life h«Id for 1- They: 
liaht not a Candle that it might ve Put 
under a Buticl, or under a Bed, but on 


a Candleſtick, rhit all that come in may 
ſee the lighr, Aur. 5.15: Mar. 4. 21. 


'®, 


Luk, 8, 


L 
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And, 


T2 Hoo0D J2eWws 
And, tay, asI ſaid before, in whom 
1s it ike {o to ſhine, as in the Souls of 
great ſinners ? 
When the Fewiſh Phariſees dallied 
with the Goſpel , Chr;#* threatned to 
take 1t from them, and to pive 1t to 


. the bardarous Heathens 5 and [adglaters, 


Why ſo ? For they, ſaith he, wii! bring 
forth the Fruits thereof in their ſeaſon. 
Therefore T ſay unto you, The Kingdom of 
Goa ſhall be taken from you, and gzven to 
a Nation bringing forth the fruits ther cf 
Aatt. 21. 41, 43- 

I have oiten marvelled at our Youth, 
and ſaid in my heart, What ſhould be the 
reaſon that tiey ſhould be ſo generally 
at this day debauched as they are ! for 
they are-now Profane to amazement : 
And ſometimes | have thought onetning, 
and ſometimes another : Tnat is, why 
God ſhould ſuffer it fo to be. Ar laſt | 
nave tliougnt offthis: How if the God 
whoſe ways are palt fiading out, ſhould 
ſuft-r it fo to be now, that hz might 
m:ke of ſome of them the more gloti- 
Gus Sznts nercafter. 1 know Stn 1s cf 
the Devil, but it cannot work in the 
world without permiſſion: and if 1t 
hzpPPpens3 to beas | have thought, it will 
Not bz tic firſt time that God the Lord * 


hath 


% % 
— 
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hath caught Satin in his owa  Celign. 
For my part, 1 believe that the time 1s 
at hand, that we ſhall ſee betrer Saints 
in the World, than has been fecn in It 
this many aday. And this Vilenets that 
at preſent does ſo much ſwallow rp our 
Youth), 1s one cauſe of my thinking fo : 
For Out of them, for from among them, 
when God ſets to his Hand, as of cld, 
you ſhall ſee what penirent ones, what 
trembling ones , and what admirers of 
Grace, will be found to profeſs the Gol- 
vel, to the glory of God by Chriſt. 

Alas! We are a company of wort- 
out Chriſtians, our 007 1s in the Ware ;; 
we are much more black than white, 
raore dark than light, we ſhine but a 
;'tle ; Grace in the moſt cf us, 1s de- 
cayed. But I ſay, when they of theſe 
aebaucned ones that are to be faved, 
hall be brought in; when theie that 
!ook more like Devils than Men ſhall be 
Converted to Christ, ( and I believe fe- 
veral of them will ) then will Cara be 
exalted, Grace a tored, the Word pri- 
icd , Stons Paths better rode, and 
Jen in the PU r\nite of therr own Salva» 
tion, to the amazement of them that 
are left behind 


E * Juſt 
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Toft before Criſt came in the Fleſh 
the World was Degenerated as it Is now 
The.generality of the Men in Jersſal-» 
were become either high and famous fo! 
Hypocriſy, or filthy bate in their Lives, 
The Devil alſo was broke-looſe 1n hide- 
ous Manners, and k3d taken poſleflion ol 


many : Yea, I believe that there was 


never Generation before nor ſince, that 
could produce ſo many poſſcſſed with 
Dzvils, deformed, lame, blind, and in- 
fe d with monſtrous Diſeaſcs, as that 
G2::eration could. But what was the 
reaton thereof ? I mean the reaſon, from 
God ? Why ene ( and we may ſum up 
moze 1n that anſwer that Chrzft gave to 
his Diſciples concerning kim that was 
born Blind ) was, tha! the Works of 
God might be made man:ieſt in them, 
and that the Son of God migit he glo- 
Tifi:d thereby, J-h.9.2,3. c94p.1l 4. 

Now it theſe Devils and Diſeaſcs, as 
they poll:ſicd M.n then, were to make 
way and work for an approaching Chr:/t 
in Perſon, and for rhe declaring of bjs 
Power, why may w2 not think that gow, 
even now alſo, he 15 ready to come by 
his Spirit in the Gofpcl, ro heal many 
of the Deb2ucherics of our Azz ? I can- 
2ot believe that Grace will rake thema'd, 


for 
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e Fleſh,! for there are but few that ave ſaved : But 
isnow;} yet it will take ſome, even fome of the 
ruſulem wo: {t of ne and moke Bletled ones 
ous for! cf ch:m. But O! how theſe Ringlea- 
Lives, "as in Vice, will then ſhine in Vertve f 
n hide-} They will be the very Pitlars in Churches, 
{lion ofy they "will be as an Enfign in the Land; 
re was, The Lord thr God jhall ſave them 11 that 
e, that ay; as the Flock of Þss People, {or they 
d with} ſhall be as the Stones of a Crown, lift up as 
Ind 1n- F an E nſte 22 8p 91 the La nd, Zech 9- i6. But 
IS that | who 2re theſe ? Even Ic olatrous Ephraim, 
as the and backlliding F#dan,, Ver. 13. 
n from. | know there is ground to fear, that 
um vp; the Iniquity of this Generation will be 
ave tO; purſucd with heavy Judgments: But 
it was! that will not hinder what we have fup- 
ks of; poſed: God took him 2 glorions Church 


them,! out of Bloody  erkſalem 5 Vea, out of 


e glo-; the chief cf the Sinners there, and left 


4. * þ ihe reſt to be taken 3nd ſpoiled , and 
©, as} fold Thirty t tor a Pennjy,in the Nations 


c 
make} where they were Cant: ives. The Gof- 
Chriſt * pel WOrkiNg Bioriobily in a | 
of bis} the ſerzing rpIN mMIny OL The r/gie4acag 

ow) Sinners thercof DI CMaicth no ; TH: 5 
ne byſ to the icſt, but rather threatnerh t 
many with the heavieſt and ſmarteſt "rr 


[ can-ſ ments; 2s 1n the Iiflarce now givens 
mad, we have a full demerffretion; but in 
E 2 CIR « 
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dciending, the Lord will defend his Peo- 
pie; andin faving, he will fave his Ln» 
heritance. 

Nor does this ſpeak any great com- 
fort ro a. decayed and backfliding ſort 
of Chriſtians, for the next time God 
rides Poſt with his Goſpel, he will 
lea ave {nch Chriſtians behind him. But 

ay, Christ 1s-reſolved to ſet up his 
*-ht inthe World; yea, be. 1s delight- 
ed to ſee his Graces ſhine » and there- 
forc he commands that his Goſpel ſhould 
to that end, be offered in the firff place 
to the biggeſt Sinners ; for by great 
Sins It ſ\ineth moſt ; Therefore he faith, 
HD! $77 ft Fert alem, 

Eightily, And laſtly, Chriſt Feſ1 Will 
have Mercy to be offer@ in the fir/# p/2ce to 
$516 Dis geſt £ Inners, F:r ti: by chat means 
ile Impeni tent that arc left beniu 4 4 71 
be at the Judgment, tne more lift without 
excuſe, 

 Gad's Word has two ecges, It can 
ent back-ſlroke and fore ſtroke. If it 
doth thee no rcood, It will do thee 


—— 


_— c 


mt; ?Tis the ſavcnr of Life unto Lite 


to thoſe thar reccive It but of Death 
nnto Death rofthem iwatretulelt, 2 Cr, 
2.15.16, But this is not atl, the reader 


a -! - C3 eres, 
of Grice tO tie bigecl Sinneis, in the 


fe Fa 


his Peo-k 
> his In- 
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F' -f place, will nor. only leave the reſt, 


*or thoſe that refuſe it, in a deplorable 
*condition,but will alſo ſtop their months, 
and cat off all pretence to excuſe at 
that diy. If 1 had not come and ſpoken 

10 them, faith Chriit, they bad nor had 


Ditt HOW ti2ty I; UC 770 cl; he ar thor 
for their ſin of verſevering i in Im- 


" oY 


n' tence, ' 70.3, te. 2.3. 


+. » w ww 


" By: whac did he ſpeak to them ? Why 
yo tit which | have told you 5 to 
wit, T' init he has in ſpecial, a delight in 
ſaving the bigeeſt Sinners. He {pare C 
this In che Way of his Doctrine, he ſpaxe 
£11S 1 tC Wa Y ot Bis -aCtice, evcn to 
te pouring out of his laſt brezth bc LOC 
nem) Litth. 23, 34. 
Now ſince this i5 ſo,« what can” the 
Condenined at the Jadgment fay for 
:hemfelves,why Sentence of Death ſhould 
197 be paſſed upon them? I ſay, what 
excuſe can they mike for themſelves, 
when they ſhail he asted why they did 
r0T in the day - S Ivation come to 
Ctrift 0 be (ay Vil! ThE ) n: aVes 7 round - 
tofay to tne Lot d, je-oo u waſt ouly { 
laving . of little =Olongy and therefore 
becauſe they were great ones, they durit 
not come unto him ; Or that thou hadſt 
0: compaſſion for. the biggeſt Sianers, 
G3 there- 
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thereſore I died in deſpair 3 will theſe} 
be excuſes ftorthem as the Caſe now ſtand=b 
eth with them? Is there not every! 
where in God's Book a flat contradiCtion' 
to this, 11 mulcticudes of Premiſes, of 
1vitations, of Examples, and the like ?| 


wt. - Alas, alas! there will rhen be there mil-þ 
| hons of S:zls to confute this Plea ;, rea» | 
| dy I (iy, to ſtand up and ſay, O ! de-| 


ceived World, Hcaven ſwarms with ſuch, | 

as was, when they were in the World, to 
fs 4 [ oy 

the full 5s bad as. yen. 


: 


/ — =. F 


'F Now this will kill all p!ea or excuſe, 
* why they ſhould not perilh in their ſins ; 
yea, the Text ſays, they fhall ſee them 

1 there ; There hal be Weeping, when ous & 

lf |  ſh.:Þþ fee Aurtoam, and 1ſiac, and Faces, | 
»\F and all the Prophets in tve Kingdom of 


FHleaUen , and you Your fe [yes thriufs 0Þt. ; 
Ard they jnell come from the Eaſt, and | 
from the Weſt, and from the North, and | 
from the Syuth, and ſhall fit aown in the 
Kingdom of Gd, Luk. 13- 28, 29, Ovt 
of which compzny it is caſte to pick | 
Ul | - fuch, as ſometimes were .as bad People | 
wt * as 2ny now breathe on the face of the | 
Earth. What think you of the firſt Man, | 
by whoſe ſins there are millions now in 
Hell ? And fo may ſay, what think you 
of ten thouſand more belides ? 


0 

i 
b 

yu 

- 


But 


i ther 
q 2288 them up, I ſpeak .now for ampli- 
fication ſake, the view ct thoſe who are 


} ſtarid» 
every 
diction! 
les, of 
e Itke Pj 
Ce mtl- 
3 IEa= | 
Cee | 
| {tch, 


EA to : 


cuſe, | 
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But if the WorgG will not: tifle and 


ſaved ſhall. 

There comes an Frceſtuores Perſon to 
the Barr, and pleads that the bigneſs of 
his Sins was a bar to his rec*tving the 
Promiſe.; Burt will not his mouth be ſtopt 
25 tO chat, when Lt and the Inceſtvous 
Co: s1thiin ſhall be {et before him, Ger, 
19.33» 23, 334 3 ©. 1 C' 97. 'L I, 2, 

Thcre comes a Thief and ſays, Lera / 
21 of 1 beft, ] rhopgers was ſuch as could 


my ſrt c 


29 be pardoned by thee | ' But when he ſhall 
ſoe the Thicf that was ſaved on the 
Croſs, tend by, as clothed wich beau- 

cous Glory, what further can be be 
able to, objeft? Yea the Lord will pro- 
duce ten thouſand of his Saints at his 
coming, who ſhall after this manner exe- 
cute Judgment vpon 2 all, 4nd to convince 
alt that are t:ngoaly mare them 5 of all 
their hard ſpecches wnich * 1goaly ſenners 
nave ſpoken again it bimn Jude 1x, 16, And 
theſe are hard peeches 2g2I | him, To 
ſay -that he was not. able cr willing to 
ſive Men, becauſe of the preatneſs of 
Liclr fins, 'or to (> y that they were diſ- 
couraged by his Word from Repentance,. 
becauſe of the heinouſneſs of their of- 
 _- ay E 4, 3 ne 
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_ Theſe things, I fay, ſhall chen be cop- 
ited; He comes with ten thouſand of 
their months from 
2@2Inſt their own er 
He re 15 Ad.im 
Vorll!; here is Lot that / 
here 
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the me ar of God. and gave way tO 
deſpair of Salvation becauſe of the hig- 
nels of their fs. For 


H Saints to confute them, and to ſtop! 
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For all theſe, theygn now "glorious 
Sizints in Light, were ſometimes Slnners 
4 of the biggelt ſize, who had fins that 
were of a notorious In 1e; Yet NOW, I 
ſ1y, they are 1 ” their ſhining and hea- 
venly Robes before the T hrone of God 
an1 of th2 Lamb, Bleſſing ior ever and 
evcr, that Son 5f God tor Liheir Salva- 
i080, who dycd for tem upon tne 1 ree; 
admiring that ever ir (1192/4 come inco 
their Hearts once to think of coming to 
God by Chrift ; But above all, bleſting 
C:od 1Or grening —_ light to Ice 


ofc incouraccments In his Teſtament 
WITth CUT Wi; Jl ith ourdl onbt, the art 
been daunted ond funk down under guilt 


© ns D: "Ie. * oy 
of Sin anc. Deſpair, as their :llow: ſin- 
1er5 have done. 
|} þ » . TTL. eq '” >  « uy 7: +1 +4 
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believing World ;- for as 1 ſiid, they 
Mail come to corv!nce the World of their 
Speeches , their. hard 2nd unbclicving 
words that thev hove ipo:ten concern» 
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before the barr of God ? doubtleſs 
will ; yea, and will fend them away from 
his preſcnce allo, with the greateſt guilt 
that potlthly can faſten upon the Conſci- 
ences of Men. 
For what will ſting like this? I have 
. through mine own fooliſh, narrow, un- 
worthy , undervaluing thovghts of the 
love and ability of Chri/t to ſave me, 
brought my fe!? to everlaſting rune. 
*Tis true, 1 was a horrible ſinner, not 
neina hundred did live ſo vile a life as 
}, but thts ſhould not have kept me from 
cloſing with Feſta Chriſt : 1 ſee now that 
-# the cre ary, Somme in Glory that once 
viere 2$ bad as I have been, but they 
were faved by Faith, and I am damned by 
U3belict. 
\wreick tht 1 am! why did not-] 
give 2lory tots Redecming Blood of F#- 
fas ? Why did not humbly caſt my Soul 
3t his btciſed f {oot-ſtool for Mercy ? Why 
d1d I Juup c of his ability to fave me 
by the voice of my {allow reaſon, and 
the-voice Of. a guilty Conltcience ? Why 
b-iook not I my ſelf ro the holy W ord 
of God? Why did I not read and pray 
that I migat underſtand, fince now | 
perceive that God aid then, ie riveth; 


{16 CY 86 th 
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tleſs 


iy from 


1{t guilt 
Conſci- 


] have 
Wy UNl- 
of the 
ve me, 
ruine. 
Tr, NOt 
life as 
& from 
w that 
once 
they 
ned by 


not- ] 
of 7 2- 
/ Soul 
Why 
7e me 
, and 
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ta verally to them that pray, an# upbraided 
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not, Jam. 1. F. 

'Tis rational to think, that by ſuch 
Copitations as theſe, the unbelieving 
World will be torn 1 pieces betore 
the Judgment of Chri/# : Elpeciaily thoſe 
that have lived where they «74 or 
might have heard the Goſpel of the 
Grace of God. On! that ſaying /t 
[hall be more pep lege for Bodewr at the 
Fudrment, than for them, will be better 
underſtood. Sez Luk; 10. 8, 9, 10 
EL. £3 

This Reaſon therefore ſtandeth faſt ; 
Namely, Taat Cvrijt, by offering mer- 
cy In the ſ:r/t place to the Liggelt Sin- 
Ncrs, now, mw:{i jtop all arentns of the in 
peretent at the azy of Fuzrment , and 
cut off all excuſe thac fhall be AtCemprt ed 
to be made ({ from the nn uglits of the 
Treatn-is Or their fius) why they came 
nvoT £9 (101, 


[ have ofcen thonght of the day of 


Tſudgment, end how God will deal with 
ſinners at that da 1} And I bchieve It 
will bz. managed with that {weetnefs 
with that equitab1z neſs. with t 13 Texcet- 
ient Rightcouſucſs, as to every fin, anc 
circumſtance, and 2gravation thereof 
that mcn that alc damned, before ti 


— -  ——_ -.__ 
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[B') of Heaven, and go to Hell-fie 3 Theſe 
Yr 1 


BOY "0s _ PIEy FY / - s Bo 4 
hall T0 away 171to ever 12 (tiig iu e, Vatr. 


» 1 | RY. 46- 
b-. Only this will tare, That they have 
ll: |} miſt of Mercy and Glory, and obtained 


everlaſting damnation throv gh their UN- 
| belict. Eut it will tare but” tr exif: l 'Ves. 
but tacir ew:2 Souls ; they will 2naſh up- 
SH ON wemſelves : For jn that, Mercy was 
| 1 cared is the chief of thcjn in the firſe 

; tlace, and yet they were camned for 
a ccjecing of it > They were damncd ſer 
Foriat.: in; & what they had a propriety in ; 
*0r, ſorſaking their Own Mercy. 

And thus much for the Reaſons. 1 


_*1 SE. 
| if wit conclude with a word of Apphlica- 


£16 
4 
if 'Ti2t APPL / C4 #4 OV {\, 
at 


| r/t, Would Jeſus Cirift have Mercy 
offered in the frſ r{ ce tG the big » 
geſt ſinners? Then this ſnews ws - Low 


"tl Judgment is over, ſhall receive ſuch con- 

[ viction of the righteous Judgment of 
Wl God upon them, 2nd of their Geſoien of 
Wo. Hel}- fire, that they ſhall in themſelyc: S, 
'%s conclude that there is all the reaſon in 
{Mii the world that they ſhould be ſhut our 


fox the Uileſt of Men. 


COn- make 4a right judgment of the _ y 
t of | Chriſt ro Jen. Indeed we have advan- 
ts of |; taze to gueſs at the goodneſs of his 
Ivcs, | Heart, by many things ; as by his taking 
N in þ our nature upon him, his dying for us; 


. vW 
for us, but it ſhews us yet more the 


: Ont þ His (ending his Word and Miniſters to 
 beſe j ::53 and all that vve might be ſaved. 
Matr,.} But this of Veginning to off cr mercy to fe- 

| ruſalem, is that which heightens all the 
nave | reſt; for this doth not only confirm to 
ined } us, that Love was the cauſe of his dying 
UN- « 


[ves depth of that Love : He might have dyed 
up- F for ns, and yet have extended the benefit 
was of his death to a few, 2s one might 
firſs þ call them, of the heſt-conditioned fin - 
for ners, to thoſe who Cough they were 
cr | weak, and fo could not but fin) yet 
il; Bm, nage not a trade of inning 3 To thoſe 
that fipned n0t laviſhingty. There are 

! | whow \Vo!1 Gy fS 0nNCe may call them the 
1Ca= rate Sjnrers; the fiagers That mIx 


I 

Rightcouf IE: 7 WIL tier Polutionsz the 
{11ers that, tough tn ey De finners, GO 
\ on * [3 cli 2s, ( ſome that : 
blind wevld think fo) that they miokt 
be ſaver { 


s , >» kat 
þ \ ed. I \ 3 Is tlat Deen Love, 
7? 1 an" = - \ A . 
FC ercat Love, if he nec dyed for none but 
—_ + bo nal © h- ' X Pp, I, & . 
bo, © LU& at 2 CG ba 1k p54 4 bis g 191% & bd SS by w 48 ® But 
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that he frould nd out conditions of 
Peace to the biggeſt of Sinners ! yea, 
that they ſhovld be offered to them firſt 
of ail ! ( for ſo he means when he ſays, 
Begin at Feruſalem ) This is wonderful ! 


\ this ſnows his heart to purpoſe, as alſo 


the heart of God his Father who ſent 
him to do thus. 

There is nothing more incident to 
Men that arc awake in their Souls, than 
to haye wrong thoughts of God ; 
Thonghts that. are narrow, and that 
pinci» and pen- up his Mercy to. ſcanty 
and beggarly concluſions, and ridged 
Jegal conditions; ſuppoſing that it is 
rude and an mmtrenchjng upon his Ma- 
jeſty, to come our ſc}7es, or to invice 
others, until we have ſcraped and waſh- 
ed, and rub5ed oft as mudh of our dirt 
from us as we. think 1s convenient, to 
make ns ſom?what orderly and hand- 
ſome in his fight. Such never knew 
what theſe Words meant, Begin at Te- 
ruſalem. Yen, {uci in their hearts have 
compared the Father and his Son to nig- 
gardly-rich Men, whoſe Money comes 
from them like drons of blood. Terve, 
ſays ſuch , God his Mercy,. but he is 
loth to part with it. .Ycu muſt pleaſe 
ww well, if you g2t any from him: 
He 


: 
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He is not ſo free as many ſuppoſe, nor - 
is he {o willing to fave as ſome. pre- 
tended Goſpellers imagine : - But I ask: 
fuch, If the Father and Son be not un- 
ſpeakably free to ſhew Mercy, why 
was thzs Clauſe put into our Commiſii.. 
on 10 .preach the Goſpel? Yea , why 
did he: fay, Begin at Feruſalem ? For ll 
when men through the weakneſs of their | 
wits, have attempted to fhew other rea- | 
ſons why they ſhould have the firſt prof- 
fer of Mercy, yer I can prove ( by ma- 
ny undeniable Reaſons ) ' that they of - 
Jeruſalem (to whomthe Apoſtles made 
the Firſt offer, according as they were 
commanded ) were the biggeſt Sinners 
that ever did breathe upon- the face of 
God's earth (ſet the vnpardonable fin 
aſide) vpon which. my Doctrine ſtands 
likea Rock, That 7ej/w the Son of God 
would have Mercy in the firſt place of- 
fered to the higgeſt Sinners: And if 
this doth not ſhew the heart of the Fa- 
ther and the Son to he infinitely free in 
beſtowing forgiveneſs of Sins, I confels 
my ſelt miſtaken. 

Neither 1s there, {et this fide, ano» 
ther Argument like it, to ſhew us the 
wil'ingncſs of Chrift to 1ave. Sinaers-: 
For, 25 was ſaid before; all the reſt by 

Tc. 
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the ſigns of Chriis mercifulneſs might 
have been limitted to Sinners thar are fo | 
and ſo qualified ; bat when he ſays, Be- 
gin at Feruſalems the Line is ſtretched 
out. tothe utmoſt, no man can imagine 
beyond it, and Ir 1s tolly here to pinch 
and pare, to narrow, and feck to bring 
it within ſcanty bounds) for he plainly 
falih, Begin at Jeruſalew. The biggeſt 
Singer, is the biggeſt Sinner ;, the bis reſt 
is the Feruſalem-ſtaner. 

Tis true , he faith that Repent ance and 


Remiſſion of ins muſt oo together ; bur yet 
| 5 


Remilſiion 15 {ent ro the Chict , the © 'Feru® 
ſlem- fianer ; nor doth Repentance ICf 


'ſen at all the Ternſalem ſunners CYIIMes 1 


it diminiſheth none of his ſins, nor cauſe 5 
that there ſhould be fo mnch as half « 
one tine ſewer It only puts a ſtop to 
tne Teruſal: ep ſinners courſe, 5 _ ma KC 
1 willing to be taved frecly by Grace 
NU or time tO come to be govern m__ | 
di Tt bleſt: pale _—_ has brovg at t 


' 
tC 


Bora 4 S9g 0 ni 37) } Fr. me 23 vimſe1f vil} 
to he faved Lat repenteth not of | is 


Cents, for he that foes on ſtill in his 


treſpaſſes, declares that he 1s reſolved 


—_— 
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20 puriuc his own damnation further, 


_ 
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might | Learn then to judgo of the Brgeneſs of 
are fo God's heart, and of the heart of his Son 
y Be- | Jeſus Chriſt, by the Word: Judoe not 
ched |! thereof by feeling nor by the reports of 
agine thy Conſcience 3 Conſcience is oft-times 
2INCh |; jere befooled and made to g0 quite he- 
Ting {ides the Word : ?Twas judging without 
nly * the Word that made David ſay, 1 am 
zgelt eſt bj rom God's eyes, and ſhall periſh 


/ geſt 7 one diy by the hand of Saul, Plal. 3 

3 SAM. 27s le 
"" } The Word had told kim another thinz; 
yet i namcly, that he ſhould be King in his 


ru» i ſtead. Our Text lays allo, that Feſns 
Chriſs bids Preachers in their preaching 
; Repentance and Remiſſion of Sins, Begiz 
"eg rſt at Fe; refa em; The els declaring 
2 WM moſttri 0% the infinice largeneſs of the 
& þ cxciful heart of God and his Son, to 
3 | T iniv]-Chiidren of Men. | 
Tqdge thon, I ſay. therefore of the 
y | coveneſs of the hent cf God 5nd his 
Son, by this Texr, and by o:hers of the 
{zme 1mport ; {o ſhalt thon not dKhonour 
ti2 grace of God, nor neediefty fright 
thy ſelf, nor give away thy Fatth, nor 
Pratife the Devil, nor loſe the benefit of 
his Word « I ſpeak now to weak Belles 
VCIS. : 
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Secondly , World F-/rs Chriſt have Þ 
Mercy offered in the firſt plzce to the big» || 
gett Sinners: to the Jeruſalem: finnc wi Them [ 
oy thi alf», you muſt learn to Jnage of the | 
ſuf Pry of the mcrits of Chriſt ,, not 
chit the Merits of Chr:i# can be compre» |; 
"FW tor that they are heyond the | 
Conceptions of rhe ar i World, being *' 
cailed 1ne unſearchavie ricaes of Chriſt , 
but Jt they may be apprehend: d to a 
conliderable degree, Now the way t9 
apprehend them moſt, is to conſider | 
what cffers, after his Reſurreion, he | 
makes of his Grace _£0 Sinners; for-to 
be ſure he will not offzr beyond the ver- 
tre of his Merits; bu<cauſe as Grace is- 
the cauſe of, his Merits, fo his Mcri:s 
are the balis and bounds, upon and by 
which his.Grace ſtands good, and is let * 
out te Sinners. Doth he then command 
that his Mercy ſhould be oftered.in the 
fr + place to the biggeſt Sinners? It des» 
clares . that there 1s a ſufficiency in his 
00d to fave the 'biggeſt Sinners. The 


 — .. 


$} Blood of Feſws Chrift cleanſeth from all 

Lf, Sin. And again, Be, it known unto you 

(h \ en and Brethren, That threurh this Man 
| f (this Man's Merits ) a) preached to you 

| the forgiveneſs of Sms, and by him All that 


belicus are juſtified from All things from 
which 


— —_—_ 
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| which they could net be juXtificd}ly the Law 
& of Mcſes, Aﬀts 13. 38. 

*Then Obſerve then thy Rule to make Judge- 
of the * ment of the Sufficiency of the bleſſed Me- 
» Not | 11:s of thy Savioar 3 if he hzd not been 
mpre- | able to have reconciled the biggeſt Sin- 
1 the E ners to his Father by his Blocd, he wculd 
being © not have ſent to them ; have ſent to thera. 
rift, in the firſt place the Doftrine of Remil- 
oa! fion of Sins; for Remiſſion of Sins 1s 
y {9 | through Faith in his Blood: We are juſti- 
ider þ fied freely by the Grace of God, through 
» Ne | the Redemption that is in the Blood oi 
; = Chriſt, Upon the ſquare, as I may call 
7er- | it, of the wcerthineſs of the Blood of 
: þ Chri3F, Grace Acts, and offers Forgive- 
i's | neisof Sin-to Men, Epheſ. 1. 7. chap. 2. 
LE 13, 14. Colof. 1.20, 21, 22: 

ie.” | Hence thercfore we muſt gather, That 


od q the Blood of Chriſt is of infinite value, 
ne for that he offereth Mercy to the big- 
Co geſt bf Sinners: Nay further, fince he 
is offereth Mercy in the firft place to the 
1e biggeſt Sinners ; Conſidering allo that 
[1 this firſt at of his, is that which the 
« 3} World will take notice of, and expect 
a F it ſhould be continued unto the end ; Al- 


a ſo it 1s a diſparagement to a Man that 
4 ſeeks his own Glory in what he under- 
J 
, 


takes, to: do that for a ſpirt, which he 
Cannor. 
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CAnnot concinue and hold out ins This 
is our Lord's own Argument, He ez 
zo build, {ith he, but was net 2ble io fiſh, 
Lim. I A.» 23 4) 2J9z JO. 


Contdelt thon hear a Man 1:1, 1 am 
reſolved to be kind ro the Por ind 


ſhould bczin giving with handfuts of 
Cure a)s, YOu would conclnde that ether 
he is wonderfol 1icit, or mult ſtraighten 
his hand; or wil; 'nen He at the botrom 
of his Riches. - hy this is the Caſe, 
Chriſt at his RefurreRtion give It Ont 
that he wonld be good to the World ; 
and firſt ſends io _ "Sen Sinners vwith 
26 Intent to haye Me: cr on them. Now 
the biggett cio ners £c2nnot. be ſaveg but 
By abuedance of Grace, ages a little 
that wi!t ſave great finners, Rem.s. 17. 
And I f:y again, ſince the Lord Jeſs 
mounts tius hi zl at the firſt, and ſends 
to the Jery/: = » that they may 
come firſt to pa Irt2 i his Mercy 3 it 
follows that cirhar - his unſearch>ble 
x1ches of Grec2 and Vorth in himſelf, 
or Eij2 he mult ftraighren his hand, or 


tits Grace and Merits wiil be ſpent bes 
fore the World*s at an end. - But let it 


22 belttved, as ſurely as ſpoken, he 1s 


Lil as fali.as ever! He is not a jot the 
20orcr for all the Foregtveneſle: thit he 


has 


This 


"Oe 
% 
» 
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' he is ſtil as free as at firſt, fo 


fo2 the Uelt or-gpcn. 
as given away to great _ > Alſo 

he never 
yet called back this Word, Begg at the 
Teruſalem- - ſnners. And as I faid, {11nce 
his Grace is extended according to the 
worth of his Merits; I conclude, that 
there is the ſame vertue in his Merits to 
{ave NOW, ASTRCTE Was at the very be- 
INNING. 

O the Riches of the Grace of Chr: ! 
Oh the riches of the Blood of Chriſt / 

Thirdly, Would Jeſus Chriſt have Mer- 
cy offered in the firſt place to the big- 
veſt ſinners» Then here is enconragement 
for yy: u that think, for wicked hearts and 
{ves , you bave vos year fellows in the 
World yet to come to him. 

Therc is a Peonle that therefore fear 
leſt they ſhould be rejected of Feſs 
Chrift, becaule of thc ——_ of their 
fins ; when as you ſec here, ſuch are fent 
to, ſent to by Feſus Chrizt ro come to 
him for Mercy 3 Bega at JR 
Never did one thing an} wer another 
more fitly in this worid, than this Text 
fitteth ſuch kind of ſinners: As Face 


anſwereth Fice in a Glais, fo this Text 
anſvereth the nec cies of inch linners. 
What 


1 + ). 
itands Ty LIICS 


t can a V,a in ſay more, but that he 
k of the bigaclt firners ; 
let 


ra!) 
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let him f\cetch himſelf whither te can, 
and think of himſelf to the utmoſt, he 
can but conclude himſelf to be one of 
the biggeſt finne's : And what then? | 
Why the Text mcets him in the very 
face, and faith , Cart ot. i Mercy Þ 
to the biggeſt htaners, to the V Feru 
falem ſinners, What more can b-- ob- 
jetzd? Nay, he doth not only offer 
to ſuch his Mercy, but to them ?tis come | 
manded to be offered in the fir/f pace ; | 
Begin 4t Fernuſalem, Preach REPent 20% & 
aid Remiſtion of Sins among all Nati- 
ONS , b:o FANINg at Feruſalem [13 not here | 
Iico aragement for thoſe that think, for | 
wicked Hearts and Lives, they have not 
their fellows in the werld ? 


Obj.Rtion, Brut [have a Heart as ard | 
AS 7 Rick 

Ainſw. Well, but this doth but prove 
thee a biggeſt ſtaner. 

Oh; oQk But ' iy Eteart conrinually frets 
Agar) 13 ed 4 | 

Ail. W: * this 4071 but Prove TNce a 
biggeſt fin: 

©9) Ot. Bat I hav: been acſperate in ſin- 
jel C 9! if [es E 

4: Well, Franc thon with the num- 
ber Of the biggett ſinners» 

O"ject. 


_— ———————— om OO. 


foz the Uileſt of Wen. 9595 


-- Qbjeft. But my grey Head 1, found in 
the way of Wickedneſs * | | 
Anſ. Well, thou art inthe rank of the 


* biggeſt ſinners. 


Object. But 1 have not only a baſe Heart, 
but I have lived a debauched life ? 

Anf. 'Stand thou alſo among thoſe that 
are called the biggeſt ſinners. And what 
then? Why the Text ſw-0ops you all ; 
you cannot 0bje@ your ſelves beyond the 
Text: It has a particular meſſige to the 
biggeſt ſimmers, 1 ſay, it /[woops you all. 

Object. But I am 4 Reprobate ? 

Anſ. Now thou talkeſt like a fool, and 
medleſt with what thou underſtandeſt 
not: No fin, but the fir of final Impent- 
rence , can prove a Mn a Reprobate. 
And I am fure thou haſt not arrived as 
yet unto that : Therefore thou: under- 
ſtandeſt not what thou ſayeſt, and makeſt 
grounGieſs concluſions againſt thy ſelf. 
Say 1: art a Sinner, and I will hold 
with ive. Say thou rt a great ſinner, 
and I will ſay ſo rec. Yea, fay thou 
one of the biggeſt 'franers and pare not; 
for the Text yet is beyond thee, 15 yet 


_ 
arc 


TALL 


betwixt Hell an rnecs Beoin at Feruſa- 
lem, has yet a ſmile upon thee: And 
thou talkeſt 2s if thou waſt a Reprobate, 
2nd that' the greain<is of thy Tins do 
NTOVE 


—- > L 
—_'O wt: oco— > er 
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prove thay ſo to be ; when yet they of 


Fernuſalem* were not ſuch , whoſe ſins I 
dare ſay, were ſuch, both for bigneſs 
and heinouſneſs, as thou art not capable 
of committing beyond them ; unleſs now, 
afcer thou haſt received Conviction that 
the Lord Feſ#s 1s the only Saviour of the 
World, thou ſhouldeſt wickedly and 
deſpitefully turn thy ſelf from him, and 
conclude he Is not to be truſted to for 
Life, and fo crucitie him for a Cheat a- 
ireſh. This I muſt confeſs, will bring a 
Man under the Black-rod, and ſet him in 
danger of eternal D2mnation, Heb.5-6, 
chap, 10. 29, This is trampling under 
foot the Son of God, and counting his 
Blood an unholy thing. This did they of 
Jeruſalem, but they Cid if ienorantly In 
Unbelief, and fo were yer capable of 
Mercy : But to do this 2gainſt profeſſed 
Light, and to ſtand to 1, puts a man 
beyond the Text incecd, Atts 3. 145 15) 
=. 17. 11m 1% | 

-, But I fy, what is ths to him, that 
would fain be faved- by Cirijt f His ins 
did, as to preatneſs, never yet reach 10 
the nature of the ſins that the ſinners 1n-+ 
tended by th2 Text, had made rhem'elves 
gviity of. He that would be ſaved by 
Cliriit, has an hoaourabie eſteem of him, 


t 
bus 
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nut they of Feruſalem preferre'} a Mur- 
derer before him ; but as for him, they 
cried, away away with tim, ?iis not fit 
"that he ſhould live. Perhaps thou wilt 
| obje&t, That thy ſelf haſt a thouſand times 
Wpreferred a ſfeinkang Luſt before him, LL 
F:.nſwer. Be it ſo, it is but what is com- 
monto Men to do ; nor doth the Lord 
E 7e/454 make ſuch a fooliſh Lite a Barr to 
| thee, to forbid thy coming to him), or 2 
# Bound tO his Grace, that It might be kept 
from thee ; but admits of tay Repen- 
tznce , and offereth himſelf unto thee 
trecl7, as thou ſtandeſt among the Fer 
[ [C13 fb TIEYS, 

; Fake therciore incourzgement, Man $ 
Jercy 1s» by the Text, he 1d forth to the 
biggeſt ſinners. Yea, put thy felf into 


I, | 
the num 


þ 


er of the workt by reckoning, 
ot thou maycit b2 one of the firſt, and 
I mayſt not be pur cf tilithe biggeſt ſin- 
22rs are ſerved : For the vizzelt tinners 
are firſt znvircd;, conſequently, if they 
ome, they are like to be the firſt tha. 
nal be ſerved, 'Twas ſo with Teruſas 
ang Fernuſ «lem: Moe were they that 
25 hr invited, and thoſe of them that 
ume? firſt, ( and there came three thon- 
ſ: jd of them the firſt day they were in- 
::ed , Chow many came afterwards z 
F NONE 


.need,. 
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none cat, tell) rchey were firſt ſerve. 


Put inthy Name, Many among the 6;9- 
ge/7, leſt thou art made to wait Lill z-ey 
are ſerved. You have ſome men that think 


themſelves very cunning , becauſe they 
Put vÞP their Names in their Prayers a- 
mong them that feign it, ſaying, God, 1 
thank thee, 1 am not (o bad as the worſt ; 
but believe it, if they be ſaved at all, 
They ſhall be ſaved in the laſt place- The 
ficſt in their own eyes ſhall he ſerved laſt, 
and the laſt, or wor; ſhall be firſt. The 
Text infinuates it, Begin at Fernfalem ; 

and Reaſon backs it, for they have molt 
Behold ye the refore, how God's 
Ways are above ours; we are for ſer- 
V3ng the worſt Ja, God 1s for ſerving 
Thc worſt firſt, The Min at the Pool, 
that to my thinkins, was longeſt in his 
Dileaſe, and moſt helplc (s a$ LO ts Cure, 
was ficlt healed, yea» he only was healed ; 
for _—— Cnrifſt healed hims Hut 
vie read not then that he neaicd One more 
tnere, Tet 5-142: 6.55; 6,7.3.9. 


Waerefore it thou world ſooneſt 
be /erved, nut in thy Name emong the 


_ 


very worit of finners. Say. when thou 
art upon thy kures, L ord © | hercis a Jr 
ſalem furincr / a ſinaer of the bi2geſt [1 
ae Whels BUrGen 15 Of the greateſt eb 
2d 
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| and heavieſt weight! one thet I 
| ſtand long withour ſinking into Hell, 
| without thy ſupporticg hand ! Be zoe 
| thou far from me, O Lord : O my ſtrength, 
| haſte thou to help me. 

I ſay, putin thy Name with agada- 
E lev, with Adanaſſth, thit thou mayelt 
| fare as the Magdalen and the Manaſſeh» 
| finners dO. The M-n in the Goſpel made 
| the deſperate condition of his Child, an 
| argument with Chrz/# to haſte his Cure : : 
! Sir, Come down, faith hey cre my Child 
| die, Toh. 4. 49. Ard Chriſt regarded his 
@ haſte, ſaying, Go thy wey, thy Son liveth, 
| Ver. 50. Heiſfpe requires haſte. David 
! was for ſpeed, Deliver me ſpeedily 
I hear me ſpecdily, an{wer me ſpeedily 
| Fſal. $i. 2. Pfal.6g. v7. Fſal. 102. 2. 
1 why ſpeedily ? I am 1n the Wer, I 


_ 


'm in treble, my days cor.) me like ſmoke, 
al.31- 4 Pal. 69. 17- Pal. > oy © 
| D: ED ol eth unto cecp, necellity calls 
ior hilp 3 great neceflity fer preſent 
Wa 
Vherefore I ſ:y, be ruled by me in 
this mztter; fejgn not thy f{clf another 
Man, if 1hou hoſt been a fil. ky fenner, tut 
go #2 thy c:lours to Feſws Chriſt, and pur 
thy f.]1f among the meſt Vile, and let 
1:12 ALONE TO pl thee amet 'U the Childrens 
EA Jer, 


Good News 
Fer.3- 19, Confeis all that thon know- 
eſt of thy ſelf; I know thou wilt find it 
hard-work.to do thus ; cſpeclally if thy 
mind be legal; but do'it, left thou fay, 
2nd be deferred with the little ſinners, 
watil the great ones have had their alms, 
What do you think D495:4 intended when 
he faid, his Wounds ftunck and were! 
corrupted, bit to hajica God to have mere 
upon him, ang not io defer kis Cure, Lord, 
ſays he, 1 am troubled, I am bowed domn 
greatly, I go mourning ail the day long, 1 
am. feeble, and ſore broken by reaſon of the 
a;ſguttiment of my heart » Pſal. 38. 35 43 
5» 6» 7+ 
David knew what he did by all this, 
he knew that his making the worſt of his 
Caſe, was the way to lpecdy help, and 
that a feigning and c:N-mbling t the mat- 


I 00 


ter with God, was the next way to a de- | 


murr, as to his Forgircncts. 

I have one Thing 
encourageme t who deeme/! thy ſclf one 
of the biepeſt Gar ers; And that 1s, Thou 
art 25 It were, calied by thy Names, 1n 
the fir/? | place >. tO COMP In for Mercy. 
Thou Bi: 7; of Jer PI ic 
Call ; Men do fo in Contts of Judicature, 
and prelently cry cur, {ere, Sir ;, and 
then they ſhoulder and croud, and ſay, 
Pray 


Ct. as 


morc © offer for thy} 


72, kearken to thy 


; 
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knows- 
fnd it 
if thy 
MH ftay, 
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Pray give way, I am calledinto the 
Cour t. Why, this is thy Ciſe, thou 

preat, thou Jeruſalem ſinner; he of good 
chear, he calleth thee, 21-27% io 46» 47> 
| 48, 49- Why fitteſt thou ſtil? ariſe; 


1Nners, 
4 alms, 
| when 
| were 
' mercy 
Lord, 
' down 
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ray 


{ tion, that he is firſt to receive 
of God. 


| ny ſtandeft thou ſtill ? Co! me, Man- Thy 
Cal Rune give thee authority to cone. 
gin at feruſs alemny 15 thy call and autho- 
ri 7 tO come ; Wherefore up, and ihoul- 
Jer It, Man : Say, Stand away Devil , 
' Chriſt calls me;ſtand away Unbelief, Chriſt 
calls me 2 Stand away all ye my diſcoura- 
ging Apprenenſions, for my Saviour cails 
me to him to receive of his Mercy. Men 


will do thus, as I faid, in Courts below ; 
| and why fhouldſt not thou approach thus 


to the Court above. The Jernſulem-fin- 
Mer 1S farſt 1 IN { hougbt, firſt in Conan ſeen, 

firſt inthe Record of Names, and there- 
tore ſhonl1 give attendance with expecta-* 
Mercy 


Is not this an incouragemient to the 


{ biggeſt finners to make their Applicatt- 


ON rO Chriſt for Mercy ? Come unto me all 
e that lxbezry and are he: avy laden, doth 
alſo confirm this thing, that 1s, that the 
viggeft ſnner » and he that has the hl opgeſt 
burden, 1s he who is firſt invited. Chrift 
printeth over the adn of thouſands, as he 
F 3 ſits 
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fits on the Throne of Grace, direftly to 
\uch 2 Man; and ſays, Bring. in hither 
the maimed, the halt, and the blind ; Let 
the Fernuſalt;z fizner that ſtands there be- 
hiad, come to me. Wherefore fince Cr: / 


ſays come, t9 thee, let the Angels make | 


a laxe, and ict all Men give place, that 


T 


the Feruſalem- ſinner may. come tO Feſmy 


Cirilt for Mercy. 

Fourthly, Would Feſi:s Coriſt have 
Mercy offzred in the firſt place to the 
biggeſt ſinners ? Then come thou Profane 
Wratch, and let me a little enter an ar? ts 
ment with thee;, Why wilt thou not come 
to Jeſus Chriſt, fince thou art a Ferw/ſa- 
lem-ſinner ? How canſt thou find in thy 
heart to ſet thy (elf againſt Grace, againſt 
ſuch Grace as cifereth Mercy to thee ? 
What Spirit poſſeſſeth thee, and holds 
thee back from a ſincere cloſure with 
thy Saviour ? Bchold God groaning!y 
complains of thee , ſ2ying > But Iſrart 
would none of me, When 1 call:d, none did 
&nſwer. Pſal. 81. 11. Ifa.66 4. 

Shall God enter this Complaint 2gainſt 
thee? Why doſt thou put him oif ? why 
doft thou ſtop thine ear ? Canſt thou de- 
fend thy ſelf? When thou art called 
to an account for thy neglects of ſo great 
Salvation, what. canſt thou —_— po 

oe1t 
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doeft thou think thon ſhalt eFape the 


Judgraent ? Heb. 2. 3. 
No more ſ/#ch Chriſts! There will be 


| no more ſuch Chriſts, ſinner ! Oh ! put 
© not the day, the day of Grace, away from 


thee ! If it be oace gone, *twill never 


| come again, Sinner. 


But what is 1t that has fot thy Heart, 


| and thar keeps it from thy Saviour ? 


Who in the Fieavens can be compared unta 
the Lord? Wha among the Sons of the 
Mizhty can be l:hrned unto the Lora ? Pal: 
$89. 6. + Haſt thou, thinkeſt thou, found 
any thing ſo good as Jeſus Chriſt ? Is 
there any among thy Sins, thy Compas« 
nions, and fooliſh Delights , thar like 
Chriſt, can help-thee in the day of thy 
Behold, the greatneſs of thy 
{ins cannot hinder ; let not the ſtubborn- 


neſs of thy Heart hinder thee, Sinner. 


Objection, But 1 am aſhamed. 

Anſwer, Oh! don't be aſhamed to be 
iaved, Sinner, 

ObjcAt. But my old Companions will mock 
Me, 

Anſ. Oh! don't be mocked. out of 
Eternal Life, Sinner. | 

Thy ſtubbornneſs affects , aMitts the 
Heart of thy Szviour. Careſt thou not 
for this? Of 61d, . He beheld the City, 
F 4 and 


- 
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and a9. hy it, Canſt thou hear this, 
and not he concerned ? Luk. 19. 41) 42, 
Shall Chriſt weep to ſce thy Soul going 
an to deffruftion, and wilt thon ſport 
thy ſelf in That way ? Yea, ſhall Chtiſt, 
that can be eternally Happy without 
thee, -be more afficted at the thoughts of 
the loſs of thy Soul, than thy ſelf, who 
art certainly eternally miſerable if thou 
negleteſt to come to him ? 

Thoſe things that keep thee and thy 
Saviour, on thy party, aſunder, are but 


Bubbles ; the lealt prick of an 2iNidtion, | 


will let out, as to thee, what now thou 
thinkeſt is worth the venture of Heayen 
20 enjoy. 

Halt thou not Reaſon ? Canft thou not 
ſo much as once ſoberly think of thy dy- 
ing hour ? or of, whether thy finful life 
will drive thee then ? Haſt thou no 


Conſcience ? or having one, 1s it rocked 


io faſt aſleep by Sin, or made ſo weary 
with an unſucceſsful calling npon thee, 
bat it is laid down, and cares for thee 
No more ? Poor Man, thy ſtate is to be 
Iamented. Haſt no Fudoment ? Art not 
able to conclude, that to be ſaved, is 
better than to burn in Hell ; and thar 
Eternal Life, with God's favour, is bet- 
ter than a Temporal Life in God's dit- 
pleaſure ? 
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pleaſure ? Haſt no affection To what is 
bruitiſh ? what, none at all ? No affeCti* 
on for the Ged that made thee ? What, 
none ſor his loving Son that has ſhewed 
his love, and dyed for thee ? Is not Hea- 
ven worth thy affection? O poor Man ! 
which is ſtrongeſt, think*ſt thou, God or 
thee ? If rhou art not able to oyercome 
him, thou art a fool for ſtanding out a- 
gainſt him Matt. 5.25, 26. Ut x a fear- 
ful thing to fall into the hands of the Li 
ins Cod, He will gripe hard, his Fiſt 
is ſtronger than a Lions paw , take heed 
of him, he will be angry if you deſpiſe 
tris Son ; and will you ſtand guilty in your 
Trefſpaſſes, when he offereth you his 
Grace and Fayour ? Exod. 34. 6, 7. Heb. 


10.29, 30, 31. 


Now we come to the Text, Beginning 
at Feruſalem. This TeX, though 1t be 
yew one of the brighteſt Stars that ſhin- - 
2th in the Bible, becauſe theres in It, as 
full, if not the fulleſt offer of Grace that 
can be imagined, to the Sons of Men ; 
yet to them that ſhall periſh from under 
this Word , even this Text will be to 
ſuch, one of the hotteſt Coals 11 Hell. 

This Text therefore will /ave thee, or - 
fink, thee 3 there 18 = ſhifting of of 

4 
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If it laves ghee, it will ſet thee high ; if it 
ſinks thee, \it will ſet thee low. 

But, I ſay, Why ſo unconcerned ? Hat 
no Soul ? Or doſt think thou mayeſt loſe 
thy Soul, and ſave thy /elf ? Is it not pi- 
ty had it otherwiſe heen the Wiil of 
Gnd, that ever thou waſt made a Man, 
for that thou ſetteſt ſo little by thy 
Soul ? 

Sinncr, Take the Invitation ; They 
art called upon to come to Chriſt ; Nor 
art thou called upon but by order from tie 
Son of God, though thou ſhouldeſt hap= 
pen io be one of the biggeſt ſinners :; For 
he has. bid us offer A-rcy, as to all the 
World in general, ſo in the firſt place, 
To the Sinners of Fernſjaiezr, Or 10 16 
- biggett fianers. 


Fifthiy, Would Feſus Crit have Mier- 
cy offered in the firft place to the biggectt, 
fianers? Then this ſhews L3 1mreaſouable 
a thing it 15, for to azſparr of Mercy. 
For thoſe that preſume, 1 ſhall ſay ſome=* 
thing to them afterward. 

I now {peak to them that Deſpair. 

There are four ſorts of Deſpair. There 
15 the deſpair of Devils; There is the 
deſpair of Souls in Hell; There is the 
dcſpeir that 15 groynded upon Mens Def- 
fickency 5 
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ficiency 3 And there is the _ that 
they are perplexed with that afe willing . 
to be ſaved, but are too ſtrongly born - 
down with the burden of theft ſins. 

The deipair of Devils, the Damneds - 
1 efpair, and thar deſpair that a Man has 

of attaining of Life, becauſe of his own 

encience , are all reaſonable. Why: 
ſhould 1.0t Devils ard Damned Souls de- 
(pair?! Yea, why ſhould not Man deſpair 
of getting to Heaven by his onn abilt- 
ties! I therefore am concerned only 
with the fourth fort of Deſpair, to wit, 
with the d« {pair of thoſe that would be ſa- 
Vea, but ar -- Eco ſtrongly burn aown with the 
bzrden of tbeir fins, 

I fay the refore to thee that art thus, 
And why «az ſpair ? Thy deſpair, it it was 
reaſon?ble, ſhould flor trom thee, be-. 
cauſe found in theLand that is beyond the 
Grave; or becauſe thou certainly knoweſt: 
that Chriſt will not, or cannot fave thee. 

But for the firſt, thou art yer in the. 
Land of the Living; 2nd tor the ſecoiid, 
thou haſt ground to belicye the quits 
contrary : Chriſt is able to ſave to the ut- 
termoſt, them that come to God by- 
him ; and if he were not willing, he 
would not have commanded that Mercy” 
in the firf# place. ſnould be offered to the . 
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biggeſt on es Bzſides » he hath ſaid, 


And let hith that ss athirst come, and who- 
ſoever will, let him take the Water of Life 
Freely :, that is, with all my hezrt. What 
ground now 1s here for Deſpair ? If thou 
tayeſt, Toe agmber and burden of my ſwis, 
Ilanſwer, Nay : That is rather 2 ground 
for Fiith ; b<cauſe ſuch an on: aboye all 
others, is 1ovited by Chriſt to come untc 
him , yea, promiſed Reſt and Forsjve- 
neſs if they come, Matr 11.238 What 
ground then to deſpair ? Verily none at 
all. Thy deſpair then is a tking unrea- 
fonable, and without footinz In the 
Word. 

But Ihave no experience of Cead's love, 
God has given m2no comfort, or ground of 
hope, though Ihave waited npon bim for it 
many 4 day, 

Thou haſt experience of God's 1ove, 
for that he has opened thine eycs to fee 
thy fins; and for that he has given thee 
deſires to be ſaved by Jeſus Chriſt, For 
by thy ſenſe of Sin thou art made to ſte 
thy poverty of Spirit, and that has laid 
th:e under a ſure ground to hope that 
H2-zven ſhall be thine hereafcer. 

Alſo thy delires to be ſaved by Chri/f, 
h33 put thes under another Promiſe,..ſo 
£12:6 15 yo to hold thee up in hopes 
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Id, though thy preſent burden ho never ſo 
he- heavy, 41atr. 5. 2, 6. As ſow what thou 
ife {ayeſt, as to God's hlence to thee, per- 
1at haps he has ſpoken to thee dnce or twice 
foli already, but thou haſt not perceived It, 
as, Fob 33. 14 15, 

nd However, thon haſt Chr: Crucifed, 
all ſet forth before thine eyes in the Bible, 
to 2nd an invitation to come unto him, 
&- though thou be a TJeraſalem- ſinner, tho 
at | thou bea biggeſt Sinner;and ſono ground 
1t to deſpair. What if God will be filent 


| 

| to thee) is that.ground of deſpair ? Not 

| at ail, fo long as there is a Promiſe in 
the Bible that God w1ll inno wiſe c: ſt 


', away the coming inner, and ſo Jong as 
j he invites the Feruſal. m ſizncr to Come 
t | wunto him, Foo. 6, 3'7. 


Build not therefore Deſpair upon 
| theſe things, they are no ſufhcicnt foun- 
dation for it, ſuch plenty of Promiſes 
being in the Bible , and ſuch a diſcove- 

| ry of his Mercy to great Sinners of old, 

| elpecially ſince we have withall a Clauſe 

| in the Commiſſion given to Miniſters to 

, Preach, that they ſhculd begin with: the 

| Fernſalem- ſinners in their offering of Mer= 

cy to the World. | 

| Beſides, God ſays, They that wait up- 
an the Lord, ſill renew their prmgens (ny 
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hall mount gup with wings like Eagles ; 
but perh2pMit may be Jong firſt, 1 waited 
long, ſaith Devid, and did ſeek the Lord, 
and at Jengthns cry was heard : Where- 
fore he bids his Sou! wait on God, and 
ſays, for it is good fo to do before thy 
Szints > Pſal. 40. 1. Pfal, 62, 5: Pſal. 
> [ll | : 

And what if thou waiteſt upon God 
all thy days ? Is it bclow thee? And what 
it God wii croſs his Bok and blot ort 
the hand-wriiing that 1s 2gainſt thee, and 
not 1<t thee know itas yet ? is it fit to 
fay unto God , T ben art ard hearted? 
Deſpair not. Thou haſt no ground to 
depair, ſo long as thou liveſt in this 
World. *Tisa fin to begin to deſpair 
before one ſets his foot-over the threſhold 
of Hell-gates.* For them that are there, 


Jet them deſpair and ſpare not ; but as: 


for thee,: thou haſt no ground to do it. 
What ! Deſpair of Bread, in a Land that: 
is full of Cern ! Deſpair of Mercy when 
our God is full of Mercy ! Deſpair of Mere 
cy, when God goes about by his Mini- 
ſters, beſeeching of Sinners to be recon= 
ciled unto him ! 2 Cor. 5. 18, 19, 20. 
Thou ſcrup#l51 fool, where canſt thow 
find that God was eyer falſe to his Pro- 
mile, 
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mile, or that he ever deceiveg the Soul 
that ventured it felf upon bith ? He of- 
ten calls Upon Sinners to truſt him , 
thovg' 1 & ll 
1.0 licht, Tatar 

They have his Promiſe and Oath for 
their Salvation, that flee for refuge to 

the hope ſet before them Hebrews 6: 
174 10. 

Deſpair ! When we have a God of 
Mercy, and a Rideoning Chriſt Alive ! 
For ſhame forbare: Let them deſpair that 
dwell] where tnere 1s no Gcd, and that 
2rc confined to thoſe Chambersof Deat!:, 
which can be reached by no Redemp- 
C10, 

A Living Man deſpair ! When he is 
hid = murmuring and complaining ! 

AM: . Z. 39. h! to-long as we are 
where Promiſes ſwarm, where Mercy is 
»roclaimed » Where Grace rergns , and 
where Firnſalem fps are priviledged 
with the firſt offer of Mercy, zt is a baſe 
thing Tio deſpair ! 

Deſpair undervalues the Promiſe, vu 
Jervalues the Invitation, undervalues the 
proffer of Grace. Deſpair undervalves 

the ability of God the Father, and the 
redeeming Blood of Chriſt his Son : Oh 
uarcaſonable Deſpair / 
Deſpair 


valk in darknEfs and have 
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Deſpair gnakes Man Gods Jucge z 
a Controlfir of the Promiſe, a Gadeogs 
dicter of Chriſt in his large offers of | 1 


Mercy: And on2 that undertzkes to C 
make Tnvel:ef the great manager of our ] 
k Reaſon and Judgment, in determining a- 

{ bout what God can and will do for 

Sinners. 


Deſpair ! It js the Devils fellow, the | 
Deyi!s maſter; yea , the Ciains with 
which he is captivated and hild under | 
#t darkneſs for ever > And to give may 

WW ._ thereto ina Land, in a State and Tin 

\ that flows with Milk and Honey, IS an 

F uncomely thing, 

| I wauld ſay to my Soul; O my Soyl ! 
this 1s not the place of Deſpair, this 1s 
not the 2:7e.to deſpair in: As long as 
mine eyes can find a Promiſe inthe Bible; 

23S long as there is he leaft mention 

of Grace, as long as op") is a moment 
left me of breath or life ih this World ; 

ſo long will I wait and look for Mercy 

{o long will I fght againſt Unbelief and 
Deſpair. 

This is the way to honour God and 
Chrilt : this is the way to ſet the Crown 
on the Promiſe ; this is the way to wel- 
come the Invitation, and Inviter ; and 
this is the way to thruſt thy (elf under the 
ſhelter 
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jhelter ard proteRion of the word of 
Grace, Never deſpair ſo Þng as Our 
Text 1s alive, for that doth ſound it 
out, Tnat Mercy by Chriſt :s offered in 
tne firſt place to the biggeſt ſinner, 

Deſparr is an unprohrable thing, *cwill 
make a man weary of wa:t;ng upon God, 
: Kings 6. 33. ?T will make a man for/ake 
God,and /eck his Heaven in the good things 
of this world, Gen. 4. 13, 14, 15, 16, I7- 
'Twill make a man his own tormenter,and 
flounce and fling /zke 4 wild Bui in 4 net, 
Iſa. 51. 20. | 

Deſpair ! It drives a man to the ſtrdy 
of his own rune, and brings him at laſt 
to be his own Executioner, 2 $4m..17.23. 
Matt. 27.3445: 

Beſides, [ am perſwaded allo, tnat 

eſpair is the cauſe that there are ſo. ma- 
ny that would fain he Arheilts in the 


* World : For becauſe they have enter- 


tzined a Conceic thac God wiil never be 
merciful to them; therefore they 1a= 
bour :o peri{wade theinlelves that there is 
no God at all, as if their m!sbelief would 


kill God, or cauſe him ro ccaſe ro be, A: 


poor ſhift for an Immortal Soul, for a 
Soul who liketh not to retain God 1n its 
knowledge ! If this be the beit that De- 
ſpair can do, let ir go, Man ; and betake 


thy , 
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thy ſelf to Faith, to Prayer, to wait for 
God, and to hope, in deſpite of ten thou- 
ſand doubts, And for thy encourage- 
ment, tax? yet ( as an addition to what 
has already been ſid ) theſe following 
Script ures; lhe Lord takes ple aſure 17: 
them that fear him, in them That þi Pe #71 B45 
mercy, Pi:l,147.11, 

Whence note, They fear not God, that 
hope ot 1Nn his rnercy. Alſo, God 1s an- 
gry with them that hope not in his Mer- 
cy 3 for he only taketh pleaſure in them 
that nope. He that belleveth, or hath 
received his. Teſtimony , hath ſer to hts 
Seal that Gad ts true, Joh. 3.33. But he 
that rece:veth it not, hath made him a 
liar, and ay Is a very unworthy thing Sy 
1 Fob. 5. 10,11. Leer the WWiched fo! 
bis ways 5, and the Unyrighteeus man 3 
thoughts; and lt kim returntothe Lord. 
and he will have mercy 6n P12 5 and to 

zr God, for be will. abwndantly multiply 
par dons, [i2. & FJ». 7 Perhaps thon art 
weary of thy ways, but art not weary of 
thy thoughts ; of thy unbeiteving and de- 
ſpat ring choup zhts : Now God alio would 
have thee caſt away theic thoughts, 2 
ſuch which he deſerveth not at thy hands - 
for he will have mercy upon thee, and he will 
abi dantly parden. 
# 
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O fools ! and ſlow of heart to believe all 
that the Prophets have ſpoken, 'Juk. 24. 25. 
Mark you here, fown?ſs to helieve vs 4 
prece of folly. Ay! hut ſayelt thou, I do 
believe ſoxre, I believe what can make 
againſt me. Ay.,. but Sinner, Chriſt Fe- 
{us here calls thee fool for not believing 
All. Bclieve 4 ll , and ac ſpaiv if ® he 
cant, He that believes All, believes that 
Text that ſaith, Chr:/t would have Mer- 
cy Preached firſt to the Fernſalem- ſinners. 
He that belteveth Az, believeth all the 
Promiſes and Conſolations of the Word; 
and the Promiſes and Conſolations of the 
Word, weigh heavier then do all tne 
Curſes and Threatnings of the Law. And 
Mercy regoyceth acainſt Judgment. Where- 
fore believe Al, and Mercy will to thy 
Conſcience, weigh Judgment down, and 
ſo miniſter Comfort to thy Soul. The 
ord t:ke the Yoke from off thy Jaws, 
ſince he has ſet Meat before thee, Ho/.11, 
4. And help thee to remember that he 
1s pleaſed In the firſt place to offer Mercy 
to the biggeſt (innc 3 
Sixthly, Sirice Jeſus Chriff would have 
\ Mercy offered inthe firſt place to the big- 


' geſt ſinners, Let Souls ſee that they lay. 


richt bold the creof 3 leſt they » notwith- 


ſtanding ) indeed come ſhort thereof. 
Faith 
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Faith only knows how to deal with Mer- 
cy 5 wherefbre put not In the place there- 
of Preſumpticn. I have obſerved, that 
as there are Herbs and Flowers in our 
Gardens, ſo there are thcir Connterfeits 
In the Field z only they are diſtinguiſhed 
from the other by the Name niehry a 9k 

Why, there is Faith, and Wild Faith ; 
and Wild Faith is this Nor abr head 
it W:l4 Faith, becauſe God Never placed 

It in his Garden, his Church ; ?tis only 
to be found in the Ficld the World. 
I alfo call it IWild Fairn, becaufe it only 
grows up, and is rouriſhed where other 
T:1d notiens abounds. Wherefore take 
heed of this, and ail may be well : For 
this preſumprucnſneſs is a very heinous 
thing in reg of God : The Ser!l, ſaith 


he, that ſl; do onrht pr py (wha ? 


ther bern in the T,and or a ſtranger obo frame 
reprorch:ththe Lord ; find that Soul ſhall be 
chat. off from ny his people, Num. 15 30 
Tie thoughts of this made David trems 
ble,and pray,7-at God wonld hola 8 nam Dack, 
from pr eſurmptuors ſins, and 11 ot ſuffer them 
to have dominion over him, Pſal.29.13, 
Now this Preſumption, / hen Put it 
teit in the place of Faith, when it tam- 
pereth with the promiſe for Life, while 
the Soul-is a ſtranger to Repentance. 
Where- 
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Wherefore you have in the Text, to pre- 
vent doing thus, both Arpentigice ard Ren 
miſſin of Sins to be offered tf Ferifalem, 
not Remiſſioa without Repentance : For 
all rhat repent. not ſhall periſh, let them 
mreſume on Grace and the Promile while 
they will, Zak.13.1,23. 

Preſumption then is that which ſ{eyer- 
eth Faith and Repertarce, concluding 
that the Soul ſhall be ſaved by Grace, 
uy the man was never made forry 
tor his ſins, nor the love of the Heart 
turned therefrom. This is to be ſelf. 
vilcd, as Peter has it. And this 1s a 
d icſpiſing the Word of the Lord, for that 
has put Repent: ance © nd Faith together, 
AAark 1. 15. And vecauſe he hath ac ſpt- 


fed the Word of tie nin A. mn hath broken 


the Command me 1 it, that Srut lnall mgcr ly be 
cnt off : es ad bu bv? : upon him) 
Numb. 15 

L2t fel h therkfore look it, who yet 
are, and ahive in their firs; for ſuch, If 
Fey hop2, 4s thy are, tone {eV Pre- 
{ume upoi the grace of God, Wherc- 


| fore Preſumption and act t harkening tO 


God's Word, are put together, Der. 
17.12: 
Again, T':en men preſume when they 


are reſolved to abide iu their fi fins, and 
yet 
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ſins, yet _ to be faved by God's 
grace thro gh Chri37, This 1s as much as 
LO fy” GocGliketh of Sin as well as I do, 
and careth not how men hve, if fo be 
they lean upon his Son. 
are they that by1ld up £07 with Blood, 
and Ferxſal:m with Iniquity ; That Jude: 
for reward, and Teach for hier, and Dt- 
vine for mot.y, and lean upon the Lord, Mic. 
3.10,1!, This is doing things wich an 
high hang againlt the Lord our - God, and 
a taking him, 2s It were, at the Catch / 
This is, as we ſay am ong men, to ſeek ro 
Put a trick vupon God, as if he had not 
{ufficiently fortifizd his Propoſels of 
Grace by hits holy Word, againſt all ch 
kind of fools as theſe. Bur look to it, 
Such will he four at the day of « God, 
not among that great company of Jeru- 
ſelem-ſimers that ſhall he ſaved b\,Gr nl 
but among thoſe that have been the 
great bully of the grace of God in 
the World. Theſe thac ſav, Let 1 {rn 
that Grace may abcttnd, and let ws do Evil 
th t Good may COR, ther Damnztic i 15 
jait. Ard if fo, they ate a great wa y Cit of 
that Salvation that Is by F-/s 
{ented to the Feraſalen fruncrs, 
[ have therefore thele things to pro- 
Pound to-that Fers/alem-ſrncy that would 
know, 


C ore ff $4 Co 


Of this ſort. 


> — ————. Eh 


ko2 the Uileft of Men. 119 
know, if he may be ſo bold to venture 
himſelf upon this Grace. 
Firſt, Doſt thou ſee thy ſi? 
Secondly, Art thou weary of them ? 


thirdly, Wouldſt thou with all thy 
heart be ſzyed by Jeſus Chriſt? I dare 
lay no lets, [ dare ſay no more, But if 


if be cruly thus with thee, how great ſo- 
ever thy ſins have been, how bad ſoever 
thou feclcft thy heart, how fer ſfo- 
cyer thou art from thinking that God 
has mercy-for thee ; thou art the -Man, 
the Teruſalem- ſinner, that the Word of 
God has conquered, and to whom it of- 
tereth free Remiſſton cf ſins, by the Re- 
dempcion that is in Jeſus Chriſt. 

When the Jayler cried out, Ears, Wat 
wut I do » be ſaved? The anſwer was, 
Believe en the Lurd Feſws Ch "a and theg 
ſ4lr be ſaved, He tir fees his fins a- 
1izht, is brought to his wits-end by them, 
ard he ti14t 1s /o, is willing to part from 
them, 2nd to be ſaved by the grace of 

God. : 

If :þ:s be thy Caſe, fear not, give no 
way to Deſpair, thou prejumeſt ror, if 
thou belicveit to life everlaſting in Teſs 
Cariſt. Yea, Chriſt is prepared for iuck 
4$ nou att, 


There - 


"= 
I otth  eE. o- 


— 


120 Good News 

Therefgre take good courage and he- 
lieve. Thi: deſign of Satan is to tell the 
Preſumptugns, That their preſuming on 
Mercy  gooa; bur to peilwade the Be- 
liever, that his believing # impudent bold 
ae, Ling with God. I never heard a PiC- 
ſumptuous man in my life, {ay that he 

as afraid that he preſumed 3 but I have 
heard many an honeſt humble Soul ſay, 
that they have been afraid that their 
Faich has been Preſumption. Why 
thould S:tan molcft choſe whoſe ways he 
knows will bring them to him? And who 


can think that he ſhould be quiet when 


men take rhe right courſe to eſcape .his 
helliſh ſnares, B15 therefore 1s the rea- 
{on why the truly humbled is oppolec, 
while the Preſumptuons goes on by Were 
and Tide. Fhe truly humble, Satan 
nates, but he laughs to ſee the foolery 0 
the other. 

Does thy hand and heart tremble? Up- 
On thee the Promiſe ſmiles ; 2 0 7975 man 
will I look,fays God ever to him that 25 poor, 
and of a contrite ſpirit, and trembles at my 
Word, Iſa. 66. 2. 

What therefo;&Þhave ſaid of Pretum- 
ption, concerns not the humble in Sp1- 
ritatall, I therefore am for gathering 


vÞ the Stones, and for taking the Stum- 
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bling-blocks out of the way of God's 
ople ; and fore-warning of;Fhem that 
they lay the ſtumbling block c their Int- 
quity before their faces, and that are for 
preſuming upon God's mercy ; and let 
them look to themſelves, Exzekzel 14.6, 
79. 
Alſo our Text ſtands firm as ever it 
did, and our Obſervation is {till of force, 
That Jeſus Chrift would have mercy off exed 
in the firſt place to the biggeſt Sinners. $9 
then, let none Deſþair, let none Preſume z 
Let none deſþa:r that are forry for their 
ſins, and would be ſaved by Jeſus Chriſt: 
Let none Preſue, that abide in the liking 
of their ſins, though they ſeem to know 
the excecding grace of Chriſt; for tho 
the door ſtand wide open for the recepti- 
on of the Pen:itent, yet ?tis faſt enough 
barr'd and bolted againſt the prefumptu- 
ous ſinner. Be not deceived, God # not 
mocked , whatſorver 4 man ſows, that be 
{ball reap. It cannot be that (God ſhould 
be wheedled cut of his Mercy, or prevail- 
ed upon by lips of diſimulation; He 
knows them that truſt in him, and that ſin- 
cerely come to him by Chriit for mercy, 

Nabum 1.7. : 
It is then » not the abundance of fins 


committed, but the not coming heartily 
| & - Oo 
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ro God by Chriſt for Mercy, that ſhuts 
men out lf doors: And though their 
not comitrſ» heartily may be ſaid to he 
But a Sin ; yet ®tis Such a Sin, as Cauſeth 
that all thy other fins abide upon thee un- 
forgiven, 


God complains of this. They have not 


' Eriea unto me with their heart ;, They turn- 


&d, but not to the moſt High, They turned 
feignealy, Jer. 3.10. Hoſ.7.1416. 

Thus doing, his Soul hares ; but the 
Penitent, humble , broken-hearted Sins 
ner, be his Tranſgreſſions red as Scarlet, 
red like Crimſon, 1n number as the Sand ; 
though his tranſgreſſions cry to Heaven 
againſt him for Vengeance, and ſeem 
there to cry louder than do his Prayers, 
or Tears, or Groans for Mercy ; yet he 
is ſafe. Toths man God will look, Ia, 1. 
18. 6hap.66 2, 

Seventhly, Would Jeſns Chriſt have 
Mercy offered inthe firft place to the hig- 
geſt Sinners? Then here is ground for thoſe 
thaty' as to prattice, have Not been ſuch, 
to come to him for mercy. 

Although there is no Sin little of it 
ſelf, becauſe it is a contradiction of the 
Nature and Majeſty of God; yet we 
muſt 2dmit of diverſe numbers, and alſo 
of aggrayations. - 7wo Sins are not fo 
many 
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many 3s three; nor are three, that are 
done in ignorance, ſo big as Yn that is 
done againſt light, againſt Knowledge, 
and conſcience. Alſo there 1s the Child 
in Sin, and the Man in ſin that has his 
airs gray, and his Skin wrinkled for ve- 
ry Age. And we muſt put a difference 
betwixt theſe Sinners alſo. For can it 
be, that a Child of ſeven, or ten, or fix - 
tcen years old, ſhould be ſ#ch a Sinner, a 
Sinner ſo vile In the eye of the Law, 2s 
he is who has walked according to the 
courſe of this World, forty, fifry, fixty, 
or ſeventy Years? Now the Youth, this 
Stripling ,- though he is a Sinner, 1s 
but a little finer; when compared with 
{uch. 

Now 1 ſay, If there he room for the 
firſt ſort, for thoſe of the bigge/t ſize 1 
certainly there is room for the /eſſr ſize ? 
if there be a Door wide enough for a 
Gyant togo in at, there is certainly room 
for a Dwarff. If Chriſt Jeſus has Grace 
cnough to fave great ſinners, he has lure- 
ly Grace enough t2 fave little ones. if 
h2 can forgive five hundred pence , for 
C:Itain he can forgive fifty, Luk: 7. 41, 
42, 

But you ſaid before, that the little ſinners 
muſt ſtand by, until the great ones have 
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VEA "cir grace, and that's diſcou- 
raging . 

| anſ{wer®P There are two ſorts of lit- I 
tle Sinners, ſuch as are ſo, ſuch as feign | 
themſelves ſo. There are thoſe that feign 
themſelves fo, them I intended there, and 
not thoſe that are indeed comparatively 
fo. Such as feign themſclyes ſo, may 
walt long enough before they obtain For- 
givenels. 

Bur again, A Sinner may be compara- 
tively a little ſinner, . and ſenſibly a great 
one. There 1s then two ſorts of greatrreſs 
2n ſin, greatneſs by reaſon of number, 
greatneſs by reaſon of throughneſs of 
conviction of the horrible nature of Sin, 
In this laſt ſenſe, he that 2» but one ſin, 
if ſuch a one could be found, may in his 
own eyes find himſ-1f the biggeſt ſinner 
in the world. Let this Maa, or this Child, 
therefore put himſelf among the great 
ſinners, and plead with God as great ſin- 
ncrs do, and expect to be faved with the 
ereat f1:.ners, and as toon, and as heart- 
tily as they. 

Yea, alittle ſinner, that comparative- 
Iy is truly fo, 1f he ſhall graciouſly give 
way to Conviction, and jhaii in God's 
light, diligently weigh the horrible na- 
ture of nis own fins, may yet ſooner obs 
taln 
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tzin Forgiveneſs for them at the hands of 
the heavenly Father , than bY that has 
:en times his fins, and fo cauſ to cry ten 
Jtimes harder to God for mercy. 

For the 9r:evouſneſs of the Cry is a 
Treat thing with God ; for if he will 
hear the Widdow, if ihe cries at all, how 
much more if ſhe cries mo3t greeveuſly ? 
Exod. 22.22,23., 

It is nor the number, hut the true ſenfe 
of the abominable nature of Sin , that 
makes the Cry for Pardon 'lamentavle. 
He, as I ſaid, that has many fins, may 
not cry ſo loud in the ears of God, as he 
that has far ;zewer; he In our preſent ſenſe, 
that is in his own eyes the biggeſt ſinner, 
js he that ſooneſt findeth mercy. 

The offer Then #5 to the Biggest ſinner, to 
the biggeſt ſinner Firſt, and the METCY 15 
fir3t obt aimed by him that firſt confeſſeth hinn« 
elf to be ſuch an one. 

There: are men that ſtrive at, the throne 
of Grace for Mercy , by pleading the 
greatneſs of their Neceſlity. Now their 
Plea, as to the prevalency of it, lieth 
not in their counting up of the mumber, 
bur in the ſenſe of the greatneſs of their 
fins, and in the vehemency of their cry 
for Pardon, And it is obſervable, that 
though the birth-right was Ravens, and 
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for his fog]iſhneſs, given to the Sons of 
Foſeph.; Ne Faudah prevailed above his 

nd of him came the Mſſtas, 
x Chron.s. 1,2. 

There is a heavenly ſubtilty to be man- 
naged in this matter. Thy Brother came 
with ſabtilty, and hath taken away thy ble ſ- 
fing. The WE belonged to £/ax, but 
Jacob by kis diligence made 1t his own, 
Ger. 2/1. 35. The offer is to the biggeſt 
finner, to the biggeft ſinner firit, but if 
he forbears to cry, the finner that Is.a 
ſinner. leſs by far than he, both as to 
tmber and the nature of tranſgreſſion, 
may get the bleſling firſt, 1f he ſhall have 
grace to beſtir himſclf well; for the 
loudeſt cry is heard furtheſt, and tho 
moſt lamentable, pierces ſooneſt. 

I therefore urge this Head » not be- 
cauſe 1 would have little ſinners go and 
tefl God that they are little ſinners,there- 
by to think to obtain his Mercy ; for ve- 
rily, ſo they are never like to have it : 
For ſuch words declare, that {uch a one 
hath no true ſenſe at all of the nature of 
his ſins. 

Sin, as I ſaid, jn the nature of it, is 
horrible 3 though it be but one ſingle fin 
aStoact; yea, thongh it be but a finful 
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! ſo worthily calls for the 
bi... »2 Soul. F 

The © ">1 then, ofVlittle and 
great Starer, 20 for good ſenſe a- 
mong men 2 But to zicad the fewneſs of 
thy ſins, or the comparative harmleſneſs 
of their quantity before God, argueth 


| 


no {ound knowledge of the nature of thy 
Sin, and ſono true ſenſe of the nature or 
need of Mercy. 

Little Sinner, when therefore thou go- 
eſt to God, though thou knoweſt in thy 
Conſcience, that thou, as to acts, art 
no Thief, no Murderer, no Whore, no 
Liar, no falſe Swearer, or the like, and 
in reaſon muſt needs underſtand, that 
thus thou art not ſo profanely vile as 
others ; yet when thou goeſt to God tor 
Mercy, know no mans ſins but thine own, 
make mention of no mans ſins but thine 
own. Alfo labour not to leſſen thy own, 
but magnife and greaten them by all juſt 
Circumſtances, and be as if there was 
REVeT a Sinner in the world but thy ſelf. 
Alſo cry out as if thou walt the only un+- 
done Man ; and that is the way to obtain 
God's mercy. 

It is one of the comlieſt Sights in the 
world, to ſee a little Sinner commenting 
apon the greatneſs of his ſins z multiply- 
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ing, andgnultiplying them to himſelf, 
till he makrs them in his own eyes b:gger 
and higher d1an he ſeeth any other mans 
fins to be in the World; and as baſe a 
thing it is to ſee a man do otherwiſe, and 
as baſcly will come. on*t, Zz»k, 18.10,11, 
12513, 

As therefore I ſaid to the great Sinner 
before, let him take heed Jeſt he preſumes : 
I ſay now to the little Sinner, let him 
take heed that he don't diſſemble: For 
there is as great an apineſs in the little 
Sinner to diſſemble, as there is in the 
great one. He that hideth his ſins ſhall 
not proſper, be hea ſinner little or great; 
EV09.258.13. 


 Exghthly, Would Feſis Chriſt have Mer- 
cy offered in the f:r/t place to the biggeſt 
Sinners ? Then this ſhows the true canſe, 
why Satan makes ſuch head as he doth a- 
gainſt him: | 

T he Father and the holy Spirit are well 
ſpoken of by all Deluders and deceived 
Perſons; Crr:ft only Is the Rock of Of- 
fence. Behold, I lay in Zion a ſtumbling 
Stone and 2 Rock of Offence, Rom.9.33- 
Not that Satan careth for the Fatner or 
the Spirit more than he careth for the 
Jon, but he can let men alone with their 
noLions 
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notions of the Father and the Spirit, for 
he knows they ſhall never en? the Fa- 
ther or the Spirit, it indeed tjey receive 
pot the Merits of the Son. z that hath 
the Son, hath Life ; he that hath not the 
Sen of Goi hath not Life, however they 
may boaſt — aging of the Father and 
th2 Spirit, 1 . 5- 12. Again, Woe 
ſpever FX: werech and « t*bide th 0t 1N the 
Dettrine of Chriſt, hath not Gqd : He that 
alidety 17 the Dettri ETC of Cbri [ 5 hath 
beth the Fatir and the Son, 2 Jo". 9. 

hriſt, and Ciriit only 3 is he that can 
m3Kke us c:P1ble to enjoy God with Life 
'nd Toy to all C:C ernity» Hence he calls 
Alc It [relay to the Father ; gu trite 
<2u i living ay, Joh. 14.6. H-b. 10. 19, 

| hs r we Cannot come to the Wes 
, ie by hi vs. Satan hnows this, therefore 
h2 hates him. Deluded Perſons are zg- 
1074117 Of this, and therefore they are fo 
ied up and down by Satan by the nole, ag 
they are. 

There are many things by which Sa- 
tan hs taken occaſion to greaten his rage 
Nd a1it Fe ſus Chritt. 

'As firſt, His love to M1 in, and then 
ene many expreſſions of that love. He 
nath tiken Mao's nature upon him ; he 
kath in that nature fulfilled the Law to 

G 5 bring 


I29' 


bs AY 


Good News 


130 


bring in Righteouſneſs for Man z and 
| hath ſpil& 


his Blood for the reconciling 
of Man to Jod z he hath broke the neck 
of Death, Þut away Sin» deltroyed the 
works of the Devil, and got into his own 
hands the Keys of Death : and all theſe 
are heinous things to Satan. He cannot 
abide Chriſt for this. Beſides, he hath 
ecerna]l Life in himſelf, and that to be- 
ftow vponus; and we 11 all likelihood 
are to Poſlefs the very places, from which 
the Sarans tranſgreſlion fell, if not 
places more glorious- Wherefore he 
muſt needs be angry. And is it not a 
vexatious thing to him, that we ſhould 
beadmitted to the Throne of Grace by 
Chriit, while he ſtands bound over in 
Chams of Darkneſs, to anſwer fer his 
RKebellions zgainft God and his Son, at 
the terrible day of Jadgment. Yea, we 
Poor. Duſt and Aſhes muſt become his 
Judges, and .riamph Qver him for ever 3 
gud all this long of Feſaws Chriſt ; for he 
is the Meritorious Caule of all this. 

Now though Satan [eeksto be reveng- 
cd for this, yet he knows it is in vain ta 
attack the Perſon of Chriſt, he has over- 


* come him ; therefore he tampers with a 


company of ſilly Men, that he may Villi- 
fie lum by thein- Aad they, bold | tcols 


«Ss 


> 
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a3 they are, will not ſpare to ſpit in his 
face, They wil) rail at his Pztlon, and 
aeny the very Being of it ; thily will rall 
at his Blood, ard deny the Merit and 
IVorth of it. They will deny the very 
end, why he accompliſhed the Law, and 
by jiggs, and tricks, and quirks, which 
he helpeth them to, they ſet up fond 
Names and Images in his place, and give 
theglory of a Saviexr to them. Thus 
Satan worketh under the Name Of Chriſt; 
and his Miniſters, under the name of the 
Miniſters of Righteouſneſs. 

And by his Wiles and Stratagems he 
undoes a world of men ; But there 1s a 
Sced, and they ſhall ſerve him, and it 
ſhall be counted to the Lord for a Gene. 
ration. Theſe ſhail ſee their fins, and 
that Chriſt is the Way to Happineſs. 
Thcie ſhall ventyre themſelves both Bo= 
dy and Sou] m_ his Worthineſs. 

All this Satan knows, and therefore 
his rage 1s kindled the more, Where » 


fore according to his abllity and allow- 
ance, he allaylteth z tempteth, abuſeth, 
and ſtirs up what he can to be hurtful to 
theſe poor People, that he may, winle 
his time fhall laſt, m*ke it as herd and 
difficult for them to go to eternal Glory 
os 12 can. 


Ofcen-times he abu{ s them 
 WaLlll 
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with wrong apprehenſions of God, and 
with wrorÞhapprehenſions of Chriſt. He 
alſo caſts thim into the Mire, to the re- 
proach of Religion, the ſhame of their 
Brethren, the derifion of the World ,and 
diſhonour of God. He holds our hands 
while the World buffets us; he puts 
Bear-sKins upon us , and then ſets the 
Dogs at us. He bedawbcth us with his 
own Fome, and then tempts us to believe 
that that bedawbing comes from our 
lelves. 

Oh! the rage and the roaring of this 
Lion! and the hatred that he menifeſts 
againſt the Lord Feſas, and againſt them 
that are purchaſed with his Blood ! But 
yet in the midſt of all this, the Lord Jew 
fu ſends forth his Herralds to proclaim 
in the Nations, his love to the World ; 
and to 1nvite them to come in to him for 
Lite : Yea, his Invitation 1s fo Jarge, 


that it offereth his Mercy in tie fir/t place 


ro the bigzeſt Sinners of every Age, 
which aug2ments- the Devils rage the 
MOre 

Wherefore, as I ſaid before, fret he, 
fume he, the Lord Je/z5 will divide the 
Spotl with this great onc ; = he (hall di- 
vide the Spoil with the 5t;7 , becauſe he 
math poured ont his Soil wiito ; death, and 
i 45 
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was numbred with the Tranſgrgfſors, and 
bare the ſin of many, and mad] Interceſſiur 
for the tranſoreſors, Iſa. 53:42 


Ninthly, Would FJeſws Chriſt have 
Mercy offered in the f:r{t place to the big- 
zeſt Sinners ? Let the Tempted harp upon 
This ſtring for their help and conſolation. 
The Tempted wherever he cwells, al- 
ways thinks himſelf the biggeft Sinner, | 
one moſt unworthy of eternal Lite. 

This is Satans maſter Argument ; 
Thou art a horrible Sinner, a Hypo- 
crite, one that has a profane heart, and 
one that is an utter ſtranger to a work 
of Grace. I ſay, this is his Maxl, his 
Club, his Maſter-piece, He doth with 
this as fome do by their moſt inchanting 
Songs, ſings them every where. . I be- - 
lieve there are but few Saints in the 
World that have not had this tempta- 
tion ſourding in their ears. But were 
they but aware, Saran by all this, does 
but drive them to the Gap out at which 
they ſhould go, and ſo eſcape his roar- 
ing. 

Saith he, Thou art a great Sinner, a 
2 horrible Sinner , a profane hearted 
Wretch, one thzt cannot be matcht 


for a Vile one 1n the Countrey. 
And 
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And allqthis while Chriſt ſays to his 
Miniſters, Qfter Mercy in the fir## place 
to the biggeſt Sinners. So that this 
Temptation drives thee directly into 
the Arins of Jeſus Chriſt. 

Was therefore the Tempted but as 
ware, he might ſay, Ay, Satan, ſo [ 
am, I am a Sinner of- the biggeſt ſize, 
and therefore have moſt need of Jeſs 
Chriſt. Yea, becauſe lam ſuch a wretch, 
therefore Jeſus Chrift calls me;, yea, he 
calls me firſt: The firſt proffer of the 
Goſpel is to,be made to the Feruſalem- 
fanner 1 am he, wherefore ſtand back 
Satan, make a /a»e, my right is firſt to 
come to Jeſus Cariſt, 

This now would be 1:5: for /the, This 
would foil the Devil: This would 
make him lay, I muſt not deal with this 
man thus; for then i put a Sword into 
his hand to cut off my head. 

And this.is the meaning of Peter, when 
he ſaith, Refi; him [tedfaſt in the Faith, 
1 Pet, 5. 9. Andof Paul, when he ſaith; 
Take the Shield of Faith, wherewith ye 
ſhall be able to quench all. the fiery 
Darts of the Wicked, Exheſ. 6. 16; 

Wherefore 1s It fad) begin at Terys 
falem z if the Ferwſalem:- ſinner 1S not to 
haye- the benchit of it ? And if I zm r9 
nave 
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113 {| have the benefit of it, let m3 call it to: 
ce mind when Satan haunts r+ with the: 
continual remembrance of ky ſins , of. 
to my FJeruſalem-ſms. Satan and my Cons» . 
| {cience ſays, I am the biggeſt ſinner , 
go Chriſt offereth Mercy inthe firſt place 
[ to the biggeſt ſinners. Nor is the man- 
C. ner of the Offer other but ſuch as ſuiteth 


125 with my mind; I am ſorry for my fin; 

1, yea, ſorry at my heart that ever ſinfut 

ic {  Thovght did enter, or find the leaſt en- 

Ce tertainmeat in my wicked mind :- And 

a might I obtain my With, 1 would never 4 

l& more that my heart ſhould be a place | 

o {f for ovght but the Grace, and Spirit, | 
and Faith of the Lord Jeſus. | 


F | ſpeak not this to: leſſen my Wicked- 
ti neſs ; I would not for all the World, but 
$ be placed by mine own Conſcience in the 
) very frent of the biggeſt Sinners, that I 
z . Might be one of the firſt that are beckon- 
1 {f ed by the gracious Hand of Feſzs the Sa- 
N vicury, to come to him for Mercy. 
, Well Sinner, thou now ſpeakeſt like 
; a Chriſtian, but ſay thus in a ſtrong Spi= 
r:t inthe hour of Temptation, and then 
thou wilt, to thy commendation and 
comfort, quit thy ſelf well. 
This improving of Chri#* in dark 
hoz rs, 1s the Lite , though the hardeſt 
Part 
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part of oyr Chriſtianity. We ſhould 
neither hopes Darkneſs, nor at the ra- 
2ihgof our Kuſts, but go on in a way of 


, venturing and caſting the whole of our 


Attair for the next World, at the foot 
of Feſs Chri3t. This 1s the way to 
make the Darkneſs /:zh:, and alfo to alay 
the raging of our Corruption. 

The firſt time the P: flor cr was eaten, 
was in the night ; and when /ſracl took 
Courage to go forward, though the Sea 
ſtood 1n their way like 2 devoutin g Gulf, 
and the Hoſt of the «Egyptians follow 
them at the heels; yet the S2a gives 
place, and their Enemies were as {till as 
a ſtone til] they was gone over, Exod. 
12. 8. Chap, 14. 13, 14; 21y. 22, Chap. 
I 5, 16+ 

There js nothing lixe Faith to hap at 
a Pinch ; Faith diſſolves Doubts, as the 
5an drives away the Milt. And that you 
may not he put out, know your time, as 
i ſaid, of believing 1s always. There 
are ttmes when ſome Graces may be our 
of uſe, hut there is zo time wherein Faith 
can be ſajd to be ſo. Wherefore Faith 
muſt be always in exerciſe. 

Faith 1s the eye, is the moth, is the 
band, and 0n2 of theſe 15 of uſe 2il day 
long, Fazthis to ſeezto ricezveto work, of 
tO 
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to ear; and a Chriſtian ſhould, be ſeeing 
or receiving, or working, orzieeding all 
day long. Let it rain, let irblow, let 1t 


thunder, let it lighten, a Chriſtian muſt: 


ſtill believe : At what time,{aid the Good 
man, 1 am afraid, 1 will truſt im thee, 
P1al.56-2,3« , 

Nor can we have a better encourage- 
ment todo this, than is by the Text ſet 
before ns, even an open heart for a Fe- 
riſalem: ſinner, And if for a Feruſalems 
ſinner to come, then for ſuch an ones 
when come. If ſuch a one To Be ſaved) 
then for ſuch a one that Js ſaved. If 
for ſuch a one To he pardoned his great 


tranſgreſſions, then for ſuch a one who: 


1s pardoned theſe, to come daily to Fe- 
ſis Chriſt too, to be cleanſed and ſet tree 
from his common Infirmitiess and from 
the Intquities of his holy things, 

Therefore let the poor Sinner that 
would be ſaved, labour for skill to make 
the beſt Improvement of the grace of 
Chriſt to help him againſt the temptati- 
ons of the Devil and his Sins. . 


Tenthly, Would Feſrs Chriſt have 
Mercy offered in the fir/t place to the 
biggeſt Sinners ? Let thoſe men conſider 
this, that ( have, or) may in 4 aay of 


trial 
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trial havg ſpoken or done mw vl 146 WV 


fefſion or Gpnſcience told them they ſrould 
not, and thu have the guilt and buracit 
thereof upon thetr Cor ſciences. 

Whether a thing be wrong or right; 
Guilt may purſne him that doth contra- 
ry to his Conſcience. But ſuppoſe a 
man ſhould deny his God, or his Chriſt, 
or relinquiſh a good Profeſfion, and he 
under the real guilt thereof ? Shall he 
therefore conclude he is gone for ever ? 
Let him come again with Peter's tears, 
and no doubt but he ſhall obtain Peter's 


Forgiveneſs, For the Text includes the Þ 


biggeſt finners. 
' And *is obſervable, That before this 
Clauſe was put into this Commiſſion, 
Peter was pardoned his horrible Revolt 
from his Maſter. He that Revolteth in 
the day of Trial, if he is not ſhot quite 
dead upon the place, but is ſenſible of 
his Wound, and calls out for a Chyrur- 
£70r, ſhall find his Lord at hand to pour 
Wine. and Oyl into his Wounds, that 
he may again be healed. And to in- 
courage him to think that there may be 
Mercy for him: Beſides what we find 
Recorded of Peter, you read in the As, 
jome was throvgh the violence of their 
'Ertals, compelled to. Blaſpheme , and 
yet 
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.yet are called Saints, Acts 26. /), 10, 11. 


Hence you have a Promiſe ar two that 
ipeaks concerning ſuch kine7of Men, to 
incourage us to think that at leaſt ſome 
of them ſhall come back to the Lord their 
God. Shall they fl, ſaith he, 4nd not 
ariſe ? Shall they turn away, and not re- 
turn ? Jer. 8.4. And in that day I will 
aſſemble her that halteth, and I will ga- 
ther her that was driven out, and her that 


I have affiifted. And 1 will make her 


"that halrath a Remnant, and her that was 
caſt off, a ſtrong Nation, And the Lord 
ſhall reign over them in Mount Zion for ever. 


What we are to underſtand by her that 
halteth, is beſt expreſſed by the Prophet 
Elijah, Mic. 4.6,7- Zeph. 3. 19.1 Kings 
18, 21. 

I will conclude then, that for them 
that have halted, or may halt, the Lord 
has Mercy in the Bank, and is willing 
to accept them if they return to him a- 
gain. 

Perhaps they may never be after that. 
of any great eſteem in the Hovſe of 
God, but if the Lord will admit them to 
favour and forgiveneſs : O exceeding and 
undeſerved Mercy } See Extk: 44. 10, 


11,12313; 14, Th 
Thou 


are #1 earchable, 
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Thou then that mayeſt be the Man» 
Remembenthis, that there is Mercy alſo 
for thee. Neturn therefore to God, and 
to his Son, who hath yet in ſtore for 
thee, and who will do thee good. 

_ But perhaps thou wilt fay, He doth 
not {ave all Reyoalters, and therctore per- 
haps not. me. 

Anſwer, Art thon returning to God ? 
If thou art returni ng, thou art the Man. 


Return ye backſliding Chilaren, and 1 wit. 


heat yorr backſlidings, Jer. 3. 22, 
Some, as I {aid, that Revolt, are ſhot 
dead upon the place, and for them, who 
can help them ? But for them that cry 
out of their Wounds, *tis a ſign they are 
yet alive, and if they ufe the means in 
time, doubtleſs they may be healed. 

Chriſt Feſws has bags of Mercy that 
was never yet broken up or unſealed. 
Hence It is ſaid, he has Goodneſs 14:4 
#p ; things reſe-ved in Heaven for his, 
And if he breaks up one of theſe bags, 
who can te!l what he can do ! 

Hence his Love is faid to be ſuch as 
paſſeth Knowledge , and that his Riches 
'Ue has, 20 body knows 
what, for zo body knows who! He has 
by him in ſtore for ſuch as ſeem in the 
Tiew of afl men; to be gone beyond re- 
Cavery. 
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covery. For this the Text jis plain: 
What Man or Angel could haye thought 
that the Ferruſalem- fiancrs hl been yet 
on this ſide of an impoſſibility of enjoy- 
ing Life and Mercy ? H2dſt thon ſeen 
their ations, and what horrible things 
they did to the Son of God: Yeay how 
ſtoutly they backed what they did, with 
reſolyes and endeavours to perſevere , 
when they had killed his Perſon, againſt 
his Name and Doctrine : And that there 
was not found among them all that while, 
as we read of, the leaſt remorſe or re- 
eret for theſe their doings : Couldſt 
thou have imagined that Mercy would 
ever have took hold of them, at leaſt fo 
ſoon! Nay, that they ſhould, of all the 
World, be counted thofe Only meet to 
have it offered to them in the very fir ft 
place ! For ſo my Text commands, fay- 
ing, Preach Repentance and Remiſſion of 
$1 among all Nations, Bet unung at Jeru- 
alem, 

I tell you the thing 1s a Wonder, and 
muſt for eyer ſtand for a Wonder among 
the Sons of Men. It ſtands alſo for an 
everlaſting Invitation and Allurement 
to the biggeſt Sinners to come to Chri# 


for Mercy. 2 
oW 
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Now 4 ſince, in the Opinion of all 
Men, the,Revolter is ſuch a one; if he 
has, as I Kid before, any Life in him» 
tet him take incouragement to come 
again, that he may live by Cariſt, 


Eleventhly, Would Feſus Chriſt haye 
Mercy oftered in the f:r/# place to the big- 
geſt Sinners ? Then let God's Miniſters tell 
them ſo, There is an Incidence in us 
I know not how it doth come about, 


when we are Converted , to contemn' 


them that are lefc behind. Poor fools 
as we are, we forget that we our ſelves 
were {o, Tt.3. 2,3. 

But would it yot become us be**-.: , 
ſince we have taſted that the Lord 1s 
gracious, to carry it towards them ſo, 
that we may give them Counvincing 
ground to believe, that we have found 
that Mercy whici allo fets open the Door 
for them to come and partake with us. 

Miniſters, I fay,, ſhould do thns, both 
by their Doctrine, and in all other re- 
ſpects. 

Auſterity doth not become us, neither 
in Doctrine nor in Converſation : We 
our ſelves live by Grace; Let us pive 
as we recelve, .and labour to perſwade 


_ our fellow-ſinners which God has left b2- 


hind 
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hind us, to follow after, that ſhey may 
partake with us of Grace. We are ſa- 
ved by Grace, let us live like them that 
are gracious. Let all our things: ( to 
the World ) be done in Charity to- 
wards them, Picy them, Pray for them, 
be familiar with them for their good. 
Let us lay aſide our fooliſh, worldly, 
carnal graxdure; Let us not walk the 
Streets, and have ſach behaviours as ſig- 
nifie we are ſcarce for touching of the 


'poor ones that are lefc behind, no not 


with a pair of Tongs, It becomes not 
Miniſters thus to do. 

Remember your Lord, he was familiar 
with Publicans and Sinners to/a Proverb. 
Behold a pluttonous man, and a Wine-bib- 
ber , a friend of Publicans and Sinners, 
Matt. 11- 19, The firſt part, concern- 
ing his gluttonous eating and drinking, 
to be ſure was an horrible flander; bur 
for the other, nothing W445 eEVEer [poke Eruer 
of himbythe World, Now, why ſhould 
we lay hands croſs on this Text, that is, 


. chooſe good Victuals, and love the 


{weet Wine better than the Salvation of 
the poor Publican ? Why not familiar 
with ſfinners,provided we hate their ſpots 
and Blemiſhes and {eek that they may be 
healed of them ? 

Why 
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Why tot fellowly with our Carnal 
Neighbours? If we do take occaſion to 
do fo, that we may drop, and be yet di- 
ſtilling ſome good Doftrine upon their 
Souls? Why not go to the poor Man's 
Houſe, and give him a Pexzy, and a 
Scripture to think upon £ Why not ſend 
for the Poor to fetch away, at leaſt, the 
Fragments of thy Table, that the Bow- 
cls of thy fellow-ſinner may be refrefht 
as well as thine ? 

Miniſters ſhould be Exemplary : But ' 
T am an inferionr Man, and muſt take 
heed of roo much medling. But might 
I, I would meddle with them, with 
their Wives, and with their Children 
too. I mean not this of ail, but of 
them that deſerye it, though I may not 
name them. 

But, I ſay , let Miniſters follow the 
ſteps of their bleſſed Lord , who by 
Word and Deeds ſhewed his Love to the 
Salvation of the World, in fuch a carri- 
age as declared him to prefer their Salva» 
tion before his own private Concern. 
For we are commanded to follow: his 
ſteps, who did mo ſin, neither was guile 
fonnd un his mouth. 

Agd as I have ſaid concerning Mini- 


Kers, ſol fay to all the Brethren, carry 
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it ſo, that all the World may 
indeed you are the Sons of L 

Love your Saviour ; Yea, ſhew one to 
another that you love him, not only by 
a ſceming love of Afﬀection, but with 
the love of Duty. Practical Love is 
beſt. Many love Chriſ# with nothing 
but the lick of the Tongue. Alas ! 
Chriſt Feſis the Lord, muit not be put 
off thus ; He that hath my Commana- 


mY 
+> 
we 


ments, and keep:th them, faith he, he it 5 


that loveth ze, Joh. 14. 21. 

Practical Love, which ſtands in Self- 
denial, in Cnarity to my Neighbour , 
and a patient enduring of Affliction for 
his Name : Tiis ts counted Love. 

Right Love to Chr:i#, 15 that which 
Cries 11 it a provoking Argument tO 
o:hers of the Brethren, Hcb.10,24. 

Should a Man ask me how he ſhould 
Enow That he lJoveth the Children of 
God? The beſt anſwer 1 could give 
him , would be in the Words of the 
Apoſtle Tohn, By this, faith he, we 
know we love the Children of God, when 
we love God, and heep bes Commandments, 
1 Fob. Fo 2. 

Love to God and Ciriſt, 1s ther 
ſhewn, when we are tender of his Namez 
and then we ſhew ——_ Lenaer - 

is 
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his Natty, when we are afraid to break 
any the leaſt of his Commandments. And 
when we are here, then do we ſhew our 
love to our Brother alſo. 

Now we have Obligation ſufficient 
thus to do, for that our Lord loved us, 
and gave himſelf for us, to deliver us 
ircm Death, that we might live throvgh 


him. 
The World, when they hear the Do- 


Qrine that I have aſſerted and handled in + 


this little Book, to wit, That Te/#- 
Chriſt would have Mercy offered in the 


 fi-ſt place to the biggeſt Sinners ; will be 
apt, becavſe themſelves are Unbelie- 


vers, to think that this is a Doctrine 
that leads to Looſneſs, and that gives 
Iiberty to the Fleſh ; but if you that Be- 
heve, love your Brethren, and your 
Neighbours truly, and as you ſhould , 


you will put to ſilence the ignorance of 


{uch fooliſh Men, and ſtop their mouths 
from ſpeaking Evil of you. 

And, I ſay, let the love of Chr:i/# cons 
ſtrain us to this, Who deſeryeth our 


Heart, our Mouth, our Life, our Goods, 


ſo much as Feſiz Chriſt, who has borght 
us to himſelf by his Blood, to this very 
end, that we ſhould be 4 peculiar People, 
zealous of good Warks * 

There 


fo2 the Uileft of Pd. 147 
There 1s nothing more ſecmly in the 
world, than to ſee a Cliriſtian walk as 
becomes the Goſpel ; nor any thing 
more unbecoming a Reatonable Crea- 
ture, than to hear a man fay, 1 believe 
im Chr:ft, and yet ſee in his Life, De- 
bauchery and Profanenceſs. Might I,. 
ſuch men ſhould be counted the baleft of 
men ; ſuch men ſhould he counted hy all, 
unworthy of the Name of Chr:{tian, 
and ſhould be ſhunned by every . good 
man, as ſuch who are the very Plague of 
Profcilion. 

For ſo it is written, We fhcald carry it 
towards them, Whoſo has a Form of God- 
lineſs, and deny the power thereof , from 
ſuch we muſt turn away. 

It has oft-times come into my mind, 
to ask, by what means 1t is, That the 
Goſpel Profeſſion ſhould be ſo Taunted 
with Looſe and Carnal Goſpellers ? And 
I could never arrive to better SattifaCcti- 
on in the matter, than this, Such men 
are made Profeſſors by the Devil, and fo 
by him put among the reſt of the Godly. 
A certain Man had a fruitleſs Figg-Tree 
planted in his Vineyard ; but by whe 
was it planted there ? Even by him that 
iſowed the Tares, his own Children, 
among the Wheat , Luke 13, 6, arr, 
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13-37, 3h» 39, 409. And that was the 
Devil. But why doth the Devil do' 
thus ? Not of love to them, but to make 
of them Offences and Stumling blocks 
to others. For he knows that a looſe 
Profeſſor in the Church, does more miſc. 
chicf to Religion, than ten can do to it 
that are in the World. 

Was it not, think you, the Devil 
that ſtirred up the Damoſcel that you 
read of In As 16. tocry out, Theſe are | 
the Servaxts of the oft bigh Gd, that 


 ſhew uiito 15 the way of Salvation ? Yes 


it was, as is evident, For Payl was grie- 
ved to hearst, But why did the Deyil 
ſtir up her to cry ſo? But becauſe that 
was the way to blemiſh the Goſpel, and 
to make the World think that it came 
from the ſame hand as did her Sooth-ſay- 
ing and Witchery, Yer. 16, 17, 18. Ho- 
lineſs, O Lord, becomes thy Houſe for ever, 

Let therefore, whoever they be that 
profeſs the Name of Chr, take heed 
that they Scandal not that Profeſſion 
which they make of him, ſince he has ſo 
graciouſly offered us, as we are Sinners 
of the biggeſt ſize, in the fir/f pace, his 
CITacCe £0 gave us 
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